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ABSTRACT

Massachusetts Blacks and the Quest For Education:
1638-1860
(June, 1977)

Gerald Nelson Davis, B. S., Hampton Institute
M.

A.

,

University of Massachusetts

Directed by:

Dr. William Kornegay

The purpose of this study is to provide a comprehensive narrative

and analysis of black educational opportunities in Massachusetts from
the colonial era to the Civil War.

In the absence of a definitive

history of blacks in Massachusetts, and recognizing the need to expand
this phase of Afro-American social history, this study offers a general

overview of both colonial and antebellum black society, its problems,
institutions and leadership as they relate to black educational opportunities.

Furthermore, it explores the efforts of both blacks and

whites, individuals and groups, to provide schooling for blacks, to
raise their political consciousness and lead them in a campaign for

racially integrated public schools.

Operating on the premise that Massachusetts was the most committed
of northern states to the expansion of free public education, the

general advancement of the free black population, and the abolition of
examslavery, this study aims to test the validity of that premise by

rights prior
ining the history of the black's struggle for equal school
to the Civil War.

vii

Proceeding on the premise that the maximum exploitation of African
slaves required that they be given some basic training and instruction,

Chapter

I

reveals the limited but significant educational opportunities

offered to slaves.

Specific examples of formal literacy training,

individual tutoring, and vocational training provide the basis for an
analysis of the educational opportunities of slaves.

Chapter II examines the effects of racism and segregation on the
growth, education and advancement of free blacks.

This phase of the

study offers numerous examples of racial discrimination in the political, economic, social and religious institutions of white society, and

reveals the rise of a caste system which hindered the advancement of
free blacks.

Chapter III explores the separate black schools, churches, lodges,
societies and associations.

These organizations are viewed as the

black response to white racism and the poverty and powerlessness of
blacks, and they represent an earnest attempt toward self-improvement
and group unity.

Chapters IV, V and VI are devoted to the campaign for equal school
1850
rights and the desegregation victories in the 1840's and

s.

In

abolitionists,
Boston, Salem and Nantucket, blacks, aided by white

petitioned and protested against segregated schools.

When blacks

Supreme Court
challenged this Jim Crow system, the Massachusetts

refused to outlaw segregation.

Indeed, Chief Justice I^muel Shaw's

city enforced segregated
opinion in the Roberts Case (1849) condoned

but equal" nearly fifty years
schools, using the doctrine of "separate
viii

.

before the United States Supreme Court's
decision in the famous Plessy
v.

Ferguson case (1896).

Through black unity and with the support of
abolitionists, blacks
waged a twenty year campaign against separate
and inferior schools.

In

1855, a Know-Nothing-Free Soil coalition which controlled
the legislature, passed a law banning segregation in public
schools on the basis

of race.
By examining the situation of blacks in several Bay State cities,
i.e., Boston, Salem, Worcester, Springfield and Pittsfield, this
study

offers a general overview of antebellum Massachusetts blacks and their
struggle for equal school rights.

Throughout the study, the term "educational opportunities" is
interpreted broadly so as to include non- formal instruction, vocational
training, and the conditions and quality of community life.

The dis-

cussion of formal schooling is limited to primary, grammar and high
schools.

Among the most pertinent and valuable published works consulted
were Lorenze Greene, The Negro in Colonial New England
K. Schultz, The Culture Factory:

1942 ); Stanley

Boston Public Schools, 1789-1860

(1973); and Leonard W. Levy and Douglas L. Jones

Boston:

(

(editors) Jim Crow in

The Origin of the Separate But Equal Doctrine

(

1974

)

.

The

Liberator and other contemporary newspapers provided valuable information on the situation of Bay State blacks.

The most valuable demo-

graphic data was obtained from Jesse Chickering, A Statistical View of
the Population of Massachusetts From 1765 to 1840
ix

(

1840 )
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INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY

Objectives of the Study

The purpose of unis study is eo provide a comprehensive narrative

and analysis of black educational opportunities in Massachusetts from
the colonial era to the Civil War.

In the absence of a definitive

history of blacks in Massachusetts, and recognizing the need to expand
this phase of Afro-American social history, this study offers a general

overview of antebellum black society, its problems, institutions and
leadership as they relate to black educational opportunities.

Further-

more, it will explore the efforts of both blacks and whites, indivi-

duals and groups, to provide schooling for blacks, to raise their

political consciousness and to lead them in a campaign for racially
integrated public schools.
Operating on the premise that Massachusetts was the most committed
of northern states to uuc expaiiaxtu of iree public education, cne
of
general advancement of the free black population, and the abolition

by
slavery, this study aims to test the validity of that premise

school rights
examining the history cf the black's struggle for equal

prior to the Civil War.
slavery and the acculturaThe study begins with an examination of

tion cf slaves in Massachusetts.

The origins of Negro slavery in the

on slavery and the growth ana
Bay Colony, the official colonial policy

valuable insights on tne
distribution of the slave population provide
owners and the impact cf slavery
motives and racial attitudes of slave
xv

.

on the economy.

Proceeding on the premise that the maximum exploita-

tion of African slaves required that they be given some basic training
and instruction, Chapter

I

reveals the limited but significant educa-

tional opportunities given to slaves.

Thus, specific examples of

normal literacy training, individual tutoring, and vocational training

provide the basis for an analysis of the educational opportunities of
slaves

Chapter II examines the effects of racism and segregation on the
growth, education and advancement of the free black population.

This

phase of the study operates on the assumption that the process of

education does not begin in the schoolroom, nor is it confined to the

instruction of the teacher.

The precept and example of parents, the

character of childhood peers, the physical conditions of the community
and its general sentiment or ethos, are often the most powerful
The chapter begins with a discus-

factors in the education of youth.

sion of the various methods of manumission employed in the emancipa-

tion of slaves.

An analysis of demographic data reveals a rural to

urban migration by Bay State blacks and the emigration of escaped
slaves and free blacks to the state.

Numerous examples of racial

discrimination in the political, economic, social and religious institutions of white society reveals the rise of a caste system and its

impact on free blacks.
institutions
Chapter III traces the rise of separate black social

and associations.

These organizations are viewed as an outgrowth of

churches, and public
white racism encountered by blacks in schools,

facilities.

They were also a reaction to the general insecurity.
xvi

poverty and powerlessness of blacks, and represent an
earnest attempt
toward self improvement and group unity.

Special emphasis is given to

the separate black schools established both by blacks
and local school

committees.

To give a broader picture of black social organization

throughout the state, examples are drawn from five cities, i.e., Boston,
Salem, Worcester
,

,

Springfield and Pittsfield.

Black social institutions

are evaluated in terms of the protection and guidance they offered

blacks, the opportunities they provided for leadership training, and

their role in the struggle for black advancement.
Chapters IV, V and VI are devoted to the campaign for equal school
rights and the desegregation victories in the 1840'

s

and 50' s.

Begin-

ning with Boston, the study traces the rise of black protest against
separate schools from the late 1820's to 1854.

The motives, methods

and ideals of individual black leaders are emphasized to reveal their

commitment to black advancement through improved educational opportunities.

a

Me roie or

wmte abolitionists

in the campaign provides the

basis for an interpretation of an early interracial alliance for equal
rights, and reveals the importance of propaganda in changing public

sentiment.

The commitment of black parents and students to the cam-

paign for equal school rights is demonstrated through petitions, boycotts and public meetings.

The Boston School Committee's defense of

racially segregated schools demonstrates the depths of racism in the
city.

The case of Roberts v. The City of Boston is discussed in Chapter V.

Biographical sketches of the State Supreme Court justices and
xvii

.he

attorneys for the plaintiff and the defendant reveal the
experience

and competence of those involved in the case.

The arguments presented

by both parties offer the pros and cons of city enforced school
segregation.

Cnief .justice Shaw's opinion and the court's decision in favor

of the crty constitute the earliest legal justification for racial

segregation based on the doctrine of separate but equal.
Chapter VI describes the successful desegregation of public schools
in Worcester, Nantucket and Salem.

The role of black parents, aboli-

tionists, school committees and legal opinions in these campaigns

indicate the necessity for widespread community support of reform movements.

The depths of racism in Boston are illuminated by the continued

refusal of the school committee to admit blacks to city public schools
until forced to do so by the legislative act of 1355.

The commitment

of both the black leaders and white abolitionists is demonstrated by

their efforts to convince the legislature to pass the desegregation
law.

The role of intersectional strife, the Fugitive Slave Law of

1850 and the conflict between nativists and immigrants help to explain
the change of public sentiment.

Significance of the Study

The Afro-American'

s

struggle for equal education in the United

States constitutes a major segment of black history.

As slaves and

free persons, blacks fought for the right to educate themselves,

realizing that

•.t

was partly their illiteracy and ignorance of the

held the
American economic, oolitical and social institutions which
xviii

race in mental and physical bondage.

In the South, chattel slavery and

a thoroughly racist society prevented all but a few
blacks from getting

any formal schooling and instruction until after the Civil War.

But

northern blacks had much greater educational opportunities during the
antebellum period.
With so much attention being focused on educational developments
in the post-Civil War South, the story of the northern black's struggle

for equal educational opportunities has been somewhat neglected.

Many

northern whites and blacks have operated on the assumption that formally segregated social institutions were primarily a southern problem,

and that northern blacks enjoyed equal access to schools and other

social institutions.

However, history has revealed this assumption to

be more myth than reality.

Today, twenty-two years after the United States Supreme Courc out-

lawed segregated schools, black Americans continue to be crippled by

discrimination and racism.
de

De jure segregation has been replaced by

facto segregation in all regions of the nation.

In Boston, Massachu-

setts, long hailed the "Cradle of Liberty" in America, it is ironic that

black children are still denied an equal education in racially balanced

public schools.

As contemporary scholars, judges and school adminis-

lessons
trators search for solutions to de facto segregation, valuable

blacks in
may be drawn from the educational struggle of antebellum

Massachusetts.

The history of this small but significant group con-

ana poiiricax
scitur.es an imporcanc aspecc or Arro-American social

history.

group of
Free blacks in .Massachusetts were the first

xix

no.n-

,

whites to lead
scnools

.

a

successful campaign for racially integrated public

Furthermore

abolitionists

,

co

achieve desegre'

,

this campaign, which was supported by white

titutes one of the earliest interracial alliances to
Cion.

Bur tne complete suory of this struggle

hat>

yet

to be published.

Review of the Literature

The history of black education in Massachusetts has thus far been

treated only in fragments.

No comprehensive, definitive study of this

chapter of black educational history has been published.
Greene's The Negro in Colonial New England

,

Lorenzo

1942, drawing upon earlier

studies by George H. Moore, Notes on Slavery in Massachusetts

Carter G. Woodson's The Education of the Negro Prior to 1861

1866, and

,

1915,

,

gives only limited treatment to educational opportunities for slaves and
free blacks in the New England colonies.

tion of tne Negro in the

North of Slavery

,

Mine ri can

Social

Horace Mann Bond's The Educa-

m dcx

—“d Leon

,

s

1961, provide interesting but limited discussions of
In 1969,

specific developments in black education in Massachusetts.

Eleanor Broadhead wrote "A Brief History of the Negro in Salem" published by the Salem Committee on Racial Understanding.

This pamphlet,

Bentley, D.D.,
drawing heavily on William Bentley’s The Diary of Willia m

Pastor of the East Chur ch. Salem, Massachusetts
19.14,

,

4 vols.

,

Salem, 1905-

community
provides valuable information on the antebellum, black

and its school rights movement.

segregation
The contemporary controversy over de facto

in.

Boston

.

has inspired additional research.

In a 1971 unpublished dissertation

entitled "Bjacks and Education in Antebellum Massachusetts",
Arthur

0.

White examined the school rights movement in Boston, but
neglects the

plight of blacks in other towns.

Stanley K. Schultz devotes two chap-

ters of his 1S73 work. The Culture Factory;

Boston Public Schools,

1789-1860, to the black schools in Boston and the desegregation campaign
in the 1830's and 40' s.

But his interpretation, while accurate and

based on primary sources, lacks a complete account of the role of blacks
in the campaign.

Also pertinent is David Tyack's The One Best System:

A History of American Urban Education (1974).

This study is primarily

concerned with post Civil War developments in urban education, but contains valuable anecdotes and statistics on pre-Civil War schools in Boston.

In 1974, Leonard W. Levy and Douglas L. Jones edited a valuable

collection of public documents and school committee reports entitled
Jim Crow in 3oston:

The Origin of the Separate 3ut Equal Doctrin e.

This has been the most heiprui single volume in the preparation or tnis

study

Methods and Limitations of the Study

Because of the nature and scope of the topic, the source material

consulted ranges from primary to secondary works spanning more than
three hundred years.

In researching the topic, it was necessary to

visit several cities throughout the state, including Eoston, Salem,
’Worcester

,

Springfield, Pirtsfieid and Wiliiamstown to obtain nineteen^!

newspapers.
century school and town records and data from contemporary

xxi

Local history collections in city public libraries,
historical societies
and institutes, including the American Antiquarian Society in
Worcester,

contained valuable data on both the colonial and antebellum black
situa/
•

tion not available elsewhere.
Coxonial, state and federal census schedules helped to pinpoint
the size and distribution of the black population.

Town histories,

diaries and contemporary newspapers revealed pertinent information on
the status and educational opportunities of slaves and free blacks dur-

ing the colonial period.
study were Lorenzo Greene

Particularly helpful in the early phase of the
'

s

The Negro in Colonial New England and

George H. Moore's Notes On the History of Slavery in Massachusetts

.

The historical method revealed data about the development of the
free black situation in Massachusetts.

Town and city municipal records

contain information regarding taxes paid by blacks and city expenditures
School committee reports helped

on black schools and other needs.

determine tne numoer or riaeks atcenaing scr.ools, one conditions ana

effectiveness of separate black schools, and the attitudes of teachers,

parents and students toward these schools.
Nineteenth century newspapers, city directories, census reports,
government documents, school committee reports, petitions, protest

pamphlets and appeals, litigations and personal papers provided the
basis for an analysis and interpretation of the Massac'nusett
struggle for equal school rights.

'

s

black

s

Particularly helpful was ihe Li beral

but also
tor which not only publicized the plight of free blacks,

covered the campaign for equal school rights.
xxii

Throughout the study the words "educational
opportunities" are

interpreted broadly so as to include formal schooling,
non-formal
instruction, vocational training and the conditions and
quality of

community lif_.

This is imperative in such a study dealing with

educacional reforms during a period when formal public school
systems
were in the developing stage, and much of the instruction and
social-

ization process took place outside of the formal school setting.
The entire study is limited to the pre-Civil War period.

The

discussion of formal schooling is restricted to primary, grammar and
high schools.

No attempt was made to assess the availability and

extent of college education for blacks.

The number of blacks admitted

to private secondary schools and private and public colleges during

the antebellum period was miniscule, and are not included in the study.

Because blacks constituted such a small percentage of the total

population of most
cicnt

J
d". '“

tov/ns and cities,

ir was often difficult to find

regarding the number of blacks attending public schools

and how well or ill they fared.

In towns throughout the state where no

separate black schools were maintained., school committee reports made
no racial distinction between students and schools in their districts.

While the reports of the various annual visiting committees of local
school boards refer to the quality of work done in separate black
schools, they reveal very little about the curriculum.

xxiii

CHAPTER

I

SLAVERY AND THE EDUCATION OF SLAVES
IN COLONIAL MASSACHUSETTS

It is difficult to imagine two more incongruous institutions

developing in juxtaposition within one colony than the town meeting
form of government with its implications of an educated populace, and

bond slavery which depends upon an ignorant and docile laboring class.
But the Puritans of the Bay Colony introduced and maintained both

practices concurrently.

This has long been a bitter pill for the

favorite sons of the Commonwealth to swallow.

Charles Sumner, the

liberal Senator and crusader for equal justice, boldly but mistakenly

asserted in his famous speech in the Senate, June 28, 1854 that "in
all her annals, no person was ever born a slave on the soil of

Massachusetts."

^

Negro slavery in Massachusetts revealed the dilemma of early

Puritan leaders.

Caught between their belief that the Bible Common-

wealth should remain pure of foreign or heathen groups, and the needs
of an expanding economy, they took on the risk of comproiuising their

ucopia by importing African slaves.

Developing A Colonial Policy on Negro Slavery
in MassaAccurately dating the beginning of African slave labor

1

Notes on the History of
Sumr.er s remarks quoted in Moore, George,
1866, p. 21.
Slave rv in Massachusetts, New York, D. Appleton,
'

"

2

chusetts is difficult, but most reliable sources point to 1638
when

Captain William Pierce returned to Boston with
3
a cargo of "salt,
tobacco and Negroes.

2

But the practice of slavery did not begin with

captured blacks from Africa, because the first slaves in the colony were

Pequod Indians captured during the Pequod War of 1637.

Although many

of these prisoners were sent to Bermuda and the West Indies, some were

enslaved in the Bay Colony and Connecticut.
However, the desire for slave labor was not quenched by Indian

captives because the African population continually increased during
the seventeenth century.

In Josselyn's account of two voyages to New

England, published in London in 1664, it is mentioned that the people
of Boston "are well accomodated with servants... of these some are

English, others Negroes.""*

Josselyn also provides us with one of the

earliest records of an attempt at slave breeding in North America.

Recalling the attempts of a slave owner, Maverick, to mate his female
slave with one of his male slaves, Josselyn wrote:
Mr. Maverick was desirous to have a breed
of Negroes, and therefore seeing she would
not yield by persuasions to company with a
Negro young man he had in his house; he
commanded him, will'd she nill'a she, to go

to bed to her, which was no sooner done but
she kickt him out again, this she took in
high disdain beyond her slavery, and this

2

2

Winthrop, John, History of New England .1630-1649, Volume
New York- 3 908. *r>. 260.
,

Moore, o£. cit

.

,

pp.

I,
I

1-3.

made during
John, "An Account of Two Voyages to New England
Collections,
Societ
y
the years 1638, 16C3" Massachusetts Historical
III, Boston, 1833, p. 231

4 j OS selyn,

,

3

was the cause of her grief.

5

Toward the end of the seventeenth century there was
a significant

increase in Bay Colony slaves.

In 1676, Edward Randolph reported that

there were only 200 blacks in the colony, but their
numbers doubled by
1708, and reached 2,000 by 1720. 6

This marked increase in black slaves

was apparently accomplished with no official objection because
as early
as March 13, 1639, it was ordered by the General Court that "3L
8s

should be paid Leif tenant Davenport for the present, for charge dis-

bursed for the slaves, which, when they have earned it, he is to repay
it back again... Lt. Davenport to keep ye slaves." 7

Another illustra-

tion of the views of leading Bay Colony authorities on the subject of

slavery is contained in a letter written by Emanuel Downing, an

influential lawyer, to his brother-in-law, John Winthrop.
If upon a just warre the Lord should deliver
them into our hands, we might easily have men,
women and children enough to exchange for Moores,
which will be more gayneful pi31adge for us than
wee conceive, tor I doe not see now wee can
thrive untill wee gett into a flock of slaves
sufficient to doe all our busines,...8

Although the Puritan fathers inaugurated the involuntary servitude
of Indians and Africans under the sanction of the unwritten interna-

5

Ibid

.

,

® Moore,

p.

231.

cit.

op.

,

pp. 48-49.

Mpparenciy unis first involvement, in cue slave craue was not initiated by private enterprise but by the orders of Bay Colony authorIbid
p. 9.
ities who recognized the need for slave labor.
,

,

.

®

,

Massachusetts Historical Society Collections, IV, P* 6^; reprintea
in Moore, Motes, p.

10.

^

:

^

4

tional law, with the approval of the British
Government, they soon gave
the practice official approval in their Code of
Fundamentals, or Body

of Liberties of the Massachusetts Colony in New
England, adopted in

December, 1641.

ine statute establishing slavery in North America

asserts
It is Ordered by this Court S Authority thereof;
That there shall never be any bond-slavery, Villenage or Captivity amongst us, unles it be Lawfull Captives, Taken in Just Warrs or such strangers as shall willingly sell themselves, or are
sold to us, and such shall have the Liberties &
Christian usage, which the Law of God established
in Israel, Concerning such persons, doth morally
require, provided this exempts none from servitude,
who shall be judged thereto by Authority.
,

Though not originally published, this code was printed in manuscript form under the direction of a Committee supervised by

Deputy-Governor Endicott, Mr. Downing and Mr. Hauthorne.

Winthrop ruled that it

w as to be
T

enacted for three years

ward reviewed by each session of the General Court.

Governor
,

and after-

By 1660, the

statute on slavery remained in the Code, but the word "strangers" was

stricken from the passage.
If the intention of the framers of the original passage was to

outlaw bond slavery, i.e., to protect the children of enslaved captives and strangers born in the colony from assuming the slave status
of their parents, the striking out of the word "strangers" eliminated
the prerequisite of foreign birth as a qualification for slavery, and

'

Ibid

12-13.

.

,

pp.

10 Ibid.

,

p.

11 Ibid.

,

pp. 11-13

13

5

cleared the way to enslave the offspring of
bondsmen.

Even without this

important amendment, slave children would have gone
the route of their
parents; but still there would have been grounds for
their claim to free-

dom which this amendment effectively barred. 12

It seems clear that the

above section of the Code of Liberties, which is placed
among the rights

of

Foreigners and Strangers", refers only to Africans and Indian bonds-

men.

The status and rights of indentured servants were placed among the

Liberties of Servants

.

And throughout all the editions of the Laws,

this distinction remains intact. 1

"^

So stood the Massachusetts law of slavery throughout the colonial

period.

Based on the Mosiac Code, it is an absolute recognition of

slavery as a legitimate status, and of the right of one person to sell

himself as well as that of another to buy him.

It sanctions the slave

trade and the perpetual bondage of Indians and blacks and their offspring, and gives Massachusetts the dubious distinction of being the

fiisc colony co enact such legislation.

It'

antedates by many y CtCULd

sJLaaJ

similar legislation in the colonies of Virginia, Maryland or South
Carolina, and no similar statute can be found in the codes of the other
.

New England colonies.

14

Yet with statute before them, the historians, politicians and justices of the Bay State have claimed "Slavery to a certain extent seems

12

X

X

-

-

...

•

f

•

u-

m

Afrithe time this law was made, the only servants were Indians,
Ibi c
p. 18.
cans and condemned criminals.
.

14

Ibid., pp.

18-19,

,

^

"

6

to have crept in; not probably by force of
any law, for none such is

round or known to exist.'’-" 5

confirmed

that,

However, in 1816, Chief Justice Parker

bond slavery had indeed existed in the colony:

"The

practice was... to consider such issue as slaves,
and the property of
the master of the parents, liable to be sold and
transferred like other

chattels, and as assets in the hands of executors and
administrators

.

He adds that "We think there is no doubt that, at any
period of our

history, the issue of a slave husband and a free wife would have been

declared free.

Children resulting from the union of two slaves,

immediately on their birth, became the property of the father's or

mother's master.
This evidence indicates that the Puritan fathers of Massachusetts

Bay Colony condoned the African slave trade and consciously inaugu-

rated a system of bond slavery, separate from indentured servitude, not-

withstanding the prohibition contained in the 1641 Code of Liberties.
Tnough they may have been treated more humanely

man me

niacn?

<_>l

me

southern colonies, slaves in Massachusetts were indeed slaves for life,
not indentured servants; and their offspring followed in their station.

The African Slave Population Increases

During the eighteenth century the number of blacks increased

From January, 1698 to December, 1707, two hundred

significantly.

15 Ibid.

,

p.

16 Ibid.,
pp.

19.

20-21.

7

Africans arrived in Massachusetts. 17

Judge Samuel Sewall referred to

the "numerous ness" of the slaves in the
colony in 1700; and Governor

Dudley’s report to the Board of Trade in 1708
listed 400 as then in
Boston, half of whom were born there; and in one
hundred other towns
and villages, 150 more, making a total of 550 blacks
in the colony.

By

173 j, their numbers had increased to 2,600; and Boston
alone contained

1,514 by 1742. 18
The first census in Massachusetts was curiously an enumeration
of

Negro slaves, conducted in 1754 and 1755.

In that year the total

population stood at 200,000; 195,000 whites and 4,500 blacks, who
amounted to 2.2 per cent of the totax population.

By 1764, there were

5,235 blacks in the colony, an increase of 735 since 1755.

This ten

year period saw the sharpest rise amongst blacks because in 1776 there
were only 5,249, or 14 more than in 1764.

During the Revolutionary

War era, their numbers declined by 862, but by 1790, had soared to
i

o

5,369, increasing by 992 since 1784.“'

That Negro slavery had developed into a colony-wide institution,

embracing every county and most of the towns, is amply illustrated by
Table

But it also appears that the black population was primarily

I.

concentrated in the eastern counties; and in only five of these counties did they comprise at least two per cent of the total population.

17 Ibid .

,

pp.

50-51

18 Greene, Lorenzo J.
Atheneum, 1971, p.
19

Ibid., p. 81.

,

The Negro in Colonial New England
80.

,

New York,

r

8

This was largely due to the concentration of wealth
in these counties

derived from commerce and manufacturing which demanded
more labor,

in

Suffolk County were Boston, Dorchester, Roxbury and Braintree;
in Essex
were Salem, Ipswich, Newbury and Gloucester— each noted for
commerce,
shipbuilding, fishing, whaling, or distilling.

Middlesex County had

Cambridge, New England's center of learning, and Charlestown,
port.

a

thriving

In Bristol were Taunton and Dartmouth, and in Plymouth were

Scituate, Hanover, and Plymouth.

2^

in 1764, these counties contained

over three-quarters of all the slaves in Massachusetts; Suffolk leading with 1,351 blacks, followed by Essex with 1,070, and Middlesex with
800.

Lincoln contained only 24, Dukes 46, Nantucket 44, and Berk-

shire 88. 21

When the Continental Congress ordered a census taken in 1776 some
counties showed increases, while others registered a loss of their

black population.

Although the total black population in the colony

remained virtually constant between i/o4 and 1776, the number of
blacks in Berkshire County had more than doubled, from 68 in 1764 to
216 by 1776.

Nantucket County showed a gain from 44 to 133; Cumberland

from 95 to 162; and Lincoln from 24 to S5.

Dukes County with only 59

22
in 1776, had the smallest number of blacks.

In contrast, Suffolk

and Essex counties showed decreases in their black residents.

Suffolk,

the heaviest loser, reported a loss of almost rifty percent, from

2
-'

2

-*“

Ibid

.

,

p.

82.

Ibid., p. 82; also see Table

22 See Tables

I

and II

I.
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,
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TABLE

I

DISTRIBUTION OF NEGROES IN MASSACHUSETTS
BY COUNTIES IN 1764

COUNTIES

Suffolk-.

TOTAL POPULATION

.

.

NEGRO POPULATION

1,351

.

Essex

1,070

Middlesex.

.

860

Hampshire

.

.

194

V'orcester

.

.

252

Plymouth.

.

.

22,256

462

Barnstable.

12,464

231

Bristol.

18,076

293

10,739

225

7,474

95

.

.

York
Cumberland.

24

Lincoln ....
Duke s

2,719

46

Nantucket.

3,526

44

Berkshire.

3,250

88

223,841

5,235

Total.

Source:

_of Population Growth
U.S. Bureau of the Census, A Century
1790 - 1900, Washington, D.C., i909,
th e United States
pp. 153-161.
.

:

were the northern-most count
Cumberland, Lincoln and Ycrk counties
e “
constituting
which were divided into five new counties
separ
into
divided
Maine (1820); Hampshire County was
Franklin after 1
and
Hampden
Hampshire,
’.ies, i.e.,

ill

:

TABLE II

DISTRIBUTION OF NEGROES IN MASSACHUSETTS
BY COUNTIES IN 1776

COUNTIES

WHITES

Suffolk

27,419

682

28,101

to

Essex

50,903

1,049

51,952

2.0

Middlesex

40,119

702

40,821

1.7

Hampshire

34,315

245

34,560

0.7

Plymouth

26,906

487

27,393

1.7

Barnstable

15,344

171

17,834

1.3

Bristol

26,656

583

27,241

2.1

York

17,593

241

17,834

1.3

Dukes

2,822

59

2,881

2.0

Nantucket

4,412

133

4,545

2.9

Worcester

46,331

432

46,763

0.9

Cumberland

13,910

162

14,072

1.1

Lincoln

18,563

85

18,648

0.5

Berkshire..

18 552

216

18,768

1.1

343,845

5,249

349,094

1.5

Total

Source

,

NEGROES

TOTAL

PER CENT NEGRO

&

Growth in
Bureau of the Census A Century of Population
1909,
pp.
- 1900, Washington D.C.
the United States: 1790

U.S.

.
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1' 35 1 in

1764 to 682 in 1776.

The decline among Essex County's blacks

was much less— from 1,070 in 1764 to 1,049 in
23
1776.
The decline in the black population of Suffolk County
may have been
the result of several factors.

Jeremy Belknap suggests that the

figures may represent a deliberate understatement, because the
Census of
1

/

76

was unpopular

.

Another reason may have been the exodus caused by

the unsettled business conditions after the French and Indian War,

wn ich sent thousands of people northward, westward and into Canada.
During this same period New England migrants settled seventy- four towns
in Vermont and twenty in Maine.

2^

Not much is known of the role blacks played in this westward movement, but apparently some slaves carried West by migrating families

participated in the settlement of the region.

Abijah Prince, a free

black of Western Massachusetts, is said to have been one of the original
founders of Sunderland, Vermont. 26

Some blacks, eager to gain their

tied to tne British Army, while others joined the American

rreeaom,

forces, resulting in a marked decline in the Suffolk County black

population.

In spite of these losses, the proportion of blacks in the

three counties of Suffolk, Essex and Bristol was larger than the pro-

23
2-1

26

Ibid

.

Belknap was a contemporary.
ibxu

,

p.

Cited in Greene, op. cit

899.

,

p. 83.

S3.

Sheldon, George, A History of Deerfield
p.

.

,

Deerfield, 1896, Vol. II,

,

.
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portion of blacks in the entire colony.
Throughout the colonial period Boston led all towns
in the number
01

.

black inhabitants.

Importation and natural increase raised the total

from 400 in 1708 to 1,374 in 1742.

In that year, Boston contained one-

third of all blacks in the state; but her largest
number was registered
in 1752, 1,541, comprising one-tenth of the town's
population.^®

By

1755, although the black residents had dwindled to 989, Boston still

had the .Largest black element in the colony; no other town registered

more than 100.
61;

In Essex County, Salem had 83; Ipswich 62; Gloucester

and Newbury 50.

In Middlesex County, Cambridge had 56; Scituate in

Plymouth County had 43, and Kittery in York County had

35.

with few exceptions, the black population was negligible.

Elsewhere,
In 1765, when

Boston's population was estimated at 15,520, there were only 811 blacks.
Salem's blacks had increased to 183; Ipswich had 100, an increase of 40

per cent; and Cambridge 90, an increase of 62 S per cent.
More evidence of the uneven distribution of the black population
can be obtained by viewing the number of incorporated towns containing
blacks.

In 1765, of the 200 incorporated towns, only 186 contained

blacks; and in 1790, of 265, only 244 had black residents.

While the

number of towns increased, those with blacks were not as numerous

“

28

Greene, op. cit
rU : A

-r,
t

P,A

p.

.

3^

83.

,

29 chi eke ring Jesse, Statistical Vi ew of the Population of Massachusetts
From 1765 to 1840 Boston, Little, Brown, 1840, pp. 113-120.
,

,

30 Ibid., p.

121, see Table III.
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TABLE III

EXHIBITING THE NUMEER OF TOWNS INCORPORATED,

AND THE NUMBER CONTAINING BLACK PERSONS

Counties

1765

1790

Towns

Towns

Incorporatea

Suffolk

Essex
Middlesex.

Hampshire

With
Blacks

2

2

2

2

.

21

21

22

22

.

.

36

36

41

41

35

49

43

7

21

19

10

16

15

.

.

.

Incorporated

.

.

Worcester.

With
Blacks

.

11

.

Hampden
.

.

12

8

22

15

.

.

12

12

26

23

.

.

15

14

19

17

.

.

.

.

.

11

11

15

15

.

.

.

16

16

17

17

.

.

.

11

11

11

11

.

3

3

3

3

1

1

265

244

Franklin.

.

.

Berkshire

.

.

Norfolk.

.

.

Bristol.

.

Plymouth.

.

Barnstable
Duke s

Nantucket.

1

.

186

Total. ... 200

•

Massa'
iirVurina. Jesse Statistical View of the Population of
1840,
Brown,
chusetts from 1765 to 1340, Boston, Little,
,

p.

120.

14

The proportion of the incorporated towns containing
blacks, to the whole

number, was 93 per cent in 1765; but had dropped to
92 per cent by
1790. jl

Most of the towns incorporated from 1765 to 1790 were formed

out of unincorporated places in the western part of the state.

Many

of the olacks who settled in Berkshire County, came over from New York.

Speaking of this group, Robert Brooks writes:

"A different class of

people gradually inserted themselves between the hills and into the
cells of White Oaks.

.

.

Negro slaves, escaped from New York, percolated

into the White Oaks and perpetuated themselves there." 32
It is evident from this review of census data that the presence

of African slave labor was felt throughout the length and distance of
the Commonwealth.

The increases in the black population was due to

importation through the slave trade, and by natural growth.

It was not

until the 1790’s that blacks from other states immigrated to Massachusetts in appreciable numbers.

Information as to the age and sex of the

black population during the colonial period is scarce; but it has been

established that there was a marked preponderance of males.

33

The Privileges and Responsibilities of Slaves

Not all blacks in colonial Massachusetts were slaves, and not all
slaves were black.

In the 1630' s and 40' s, hundreds of Indians were

enslaved, and "an occasional offender against the laws was punished by

3^

Ibid.

,

p.

121.

32 Brcoks, Robert, Williams town

,

Williams town, 1953, p. 407.

33 A Century of Population Growth, pp.

158-161.

.
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b^ing sold into slavery or adjudged to servitude." 3

Governor Winthrop left to his son

Adair.,

"*

in his will.

an island called Governor's

Garden, adding "I give him also my Indians there and my boat
and such

household as is there." 35

But most male Indian captives were traded for

slaves in Bermuda or the West Indies.

vants were not perpetual bondsmen.
well, July 28

,

White indentured ser-

John Cotton, in his letter to Crom-

1651, says "tne Scots, whom God delivered into your

hands at Dunbarre

,

and whereof sundry were sent hither we have been

desirous (as we could) to make their yoke easy.

They have not been

sold for slaves to perpetual servitude, but for 6 or
we do our owne." 36

7

or 8 years, as

He clearly did not mean "our owne" Indians and

Negroes
As the seventeenth century progressed, slavery in Massachusetts

increasingly became Negro slavery, as the colonists pushed the Indians

westward or sold captured ones out of the colony.

That Indians were

ue-mcu a class distinct from and above blacks, would seem evident by the
fact that "While slavery' was maintained in Massachusetts, there was

a

particular temptation to Negroes for taking Indian wives, the children
37
of Indian viomen being acknowledged to be free."

Negro slavery in Massachusetts and other New England colonies was

34
35

36
37

Moore, Notes, op. cit.

bln till. Op, Op. Ox

<_ .

,

vOx .

Moore, Notes, op. cit.
Ibid.

,

p.

21.

,

,

p.

XX

pp.

1.

,

p.

JOU.

17-18

,

.
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relatively mild when compared to slavery in the mid-Atlantic
and southern
colonies.

However, it should be remembered that slavery in most of New

England was abolished long before the institution gained its stranglehold on the agricultural South, where it became notorious for its
inhumane atrocities.

Although generally and officially regarded as property, there were
many instances when Massachusetts' slaves were recognized as persons

with rights under colonial law.

The Puritan master had no legal right

to kill his slave, and those who did so, even in the course of punish-

ment, were accountable before the law as if they had murdered a free
man.

Among the royal instructions to Governor Andros in 1688 was the

passage requiring him "to pass a law for the restraining of inhuman
severity which may be used by ill masters or overseers toward the

Christian servants or slaves; wherein provision is to be made that the

willful! killing of Indians and Negroes be punished with death, and a
35

titt penalty imposed for the maiming of them..""'

I

Apparently these

instructions were followed to the letter, because in 1771, Chief Justice of the Massachusetts Supreme Court, Thomas Hutchinson, remarked

that "Slavery by the Provincial

lav/s

gives no right to the life of the

servant; and a slave here is considered as a servant would be who had

bound himself for a period of years exceeding the ordinary term of
humcJi life."

39

In the southern colonies, the killing of a slave by a

master in the course of punishment was not a punisnab^e offense.

38

Moore

,

Notes

op

,

39 „
Greene, c£. ext.
.

.

cit

.

p.

177.

,

p.

52

.
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Commonwealth slaves, as legal persons, also had
the right to acquire, receive, hold and transfer property.

There are numerous

examples of these property rights in colonial
records:

"In 1653,

Captain Keayne of Boston left L5 to his three Negroes";
ana twenty-nine
years later Richard Hutchenson of Massachusetts left to his
black
servant, Peter, five acres of land.

Fifty years later, "the Reverend

Matthias Plant of Newbury, gave his slave girl, Lucy, all but seventeen
acres of a plot of land owned by him in Almsbury, New Hampshire." 40

Sometimes such gifts were conditional, as in the case of Joshua Bagley,
Sr., also of Newbury, who gave his slave, Robert, several lots of land

and stipulated that the slave was not to be sold but was to serve his

widow until her death, after which time he was to be free. 41
Slaves also enjoyed the same rights as freemen in Bay Colony
courts.

They could testify for or against white persons in cases not

involving blacks.

This was not the case in the southern colonies or

even in New Vork.

As early as 1663, a clack woman yave eviueno«

the paternity case of Taylor vs. White in Salem.

i.it

In 1679, a black

named Wonn played a prominent role before the Salem Quarterly Court in
the criminal indictment of Bridget Oliver for witchcraft.

42

There were

often appeals in such cases, based upon the credibility of black witnesses, but by the turn of the eighteenth century the testimony of

slaves seems to have been generally accepted in the courts.

Ibid.

,

p.

178.

Ibid

,

p.

179.

42 Ibid.,
p.

180.

41

.
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Slaves were also allowed to initiate suits against
white persons;
such cases became very common during the Revolutionary
period when many

blacks challenged their owners' rights over them.

A typical example is

the suit brought by Caesar, a slave, against his
master, Richard Green-

leaf of Newburyport, for unlawfully holding him in slavery.

In 1773,

the court awarded him his freedom and damages of eighteen pounds
and

costs.

A year later, a slave of Caleb Dodge of Beverly won

a

similar

suit for freedom in the Essex County Court. 44

Slaves could enter into legal contracts also, and when the agree-

ment was formally constituted, the master was bound to respect it as if
it had been made with a free person.

A good example is the case of

John Baffin, who in 1694 entered into a formal agreement with his
slave, Adam, whereby Adam was to receive his freedom after six additional years of service. 43
In criminal cases where slaves were indicted, they were afforded

the same rights as free persons to pass upon their trial jurors.

There

is also evidence that slaves enjoyed similar judicial procedure and

protection in criminal cases as did white persons.

As early as 1668, a

black named Frank was brought before the Boston Court of Assistance on
The specific bill accused him of aiding and

a charge of conspiracy.

abetting one John Potell (jailed for the murder of a ship's cook) to
The grand juiy, however, refused to return an

escape from prison.

43
44
4 ‘'

Coffin, Joshua, Sketch of Newbury
Moore, Notes, o£. cit

.

Greene, o£. cit

183.

.

,

p.

,

p.

119.

,

Boston, 1845, p. 241.
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indictment against the slave, stating that "Wee...
doe not find Frank
negro; guilty of the fact unto this bill
of indictment."
a jury sitting in the same courtroom
found Jack,

And in 1677,

the slave of John

Faireweather of Boston, not guilty of the charge of
bestiality. 46
Blacks were permitted to enlist as soldiers in the
Indian wars and
the Revolutionary War; but they were generally barred
from service in
the militia during peace time.
as sailors also.

They served not only as soldiers, but

There are many examples of slaves who served in

colonial wars, such as Nero, the slave of Reverend Mr. Swift of
Framingham, who was a trumpeter in Captain Isaac Clark's Company of
that town. 47

And one Caesar, the slave of Mary Wells of Deerfield,

served as a soldier in the French and Indian wars. 46

As early as 1704,

a slave named Toney, owned by Samuel Lynde of Boston, did his duty as
a cook aboard a private man-of-war. 49

During the Revolutionary War,

the list of prominent black soldiers who fought and died for the cause

of the colonists, is most impressive.

The most famous black fighting

soldier was Peter Salem, formerly of Framingham, who became the hero
of the Battle of Bunker Hill.

According to William C. Nell, Salem won

the admiration of his fellow soldiers by shooting the British Major

Pitcairn, and turning the battle in favor of the American forces.

Also

winning praise and honors for his fighting at Bunker Hill was Salem

Ibid.
"*
'

a

q

,

p.

185.

Temple, Jcsiah, H istory of Framingham

Sheldon, op. cit

.

Greene, op. cit

,

.

,

p.
p.

895.
189.

,

Framingham, 1887, p. 236.

,
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Poor, officially commended by the
Massachusetts General Court. 50

Slave marriages in Massachusetts were
properly solemnized and

recorded in the same manner as those of white
persons.

The Puritans

/

considered marriage a civil contract, and clergymen
were forbidden to

perform the wedding ceremony as late as 1686.

Courtships among slaves

were duly supervised, and as a rule, loose sexual
relations were discouraged.

Even after the slave had won the affections of the girl
of

his choice, and had obtained the consent of both masters,
he could not

marry until he compliea with the law regarding wedding banns.

marriages were also entered into church records.

Slave

On December 28, 1742,

the Congregational Church records in Groton contained the following

entry:

"Priamus

(Cap Hoyden' s negro man servant)

formerly servant to

S.

S.

to marg-mulatto

both of Groton;" 51 and again in Deerfield the

church record reads "Abijah Prince and Lucy Terry servant to Ens. Ebener
Kells were married May ye 17, 1756, by Elijah Williams Justo pace." 52
Once married, slaves were expected to observe the sanctity of bond.
The Puritans could not with consistency deny marriage to their slaves,

because blacks were constant witnesses of the stringent efforts of the

master class to punish immorality.

Moreover, the Puritan household

head had a religious obligation toward the conduct of members of his
family and his servants and slaves as well.

The fact that blacks were

Col ored Patriots of t he American Revolution
Nell, William C.
edition, 1968), p. 21.
Press
ton, 1855 (Arno
,

51 Green,

,

Bos-

"Slavery at Groton in Provincial Times", Massachusetts
Historical Society Vol. 42, p. 198.
Dr.,

,

52
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only a minority cf the population and
concentrated mainly in the towns
made it easy to apply the general laws
regulating marriage and sex.
Slaves were required to attend the church of
their masters where addi•cional restraints were

placed on their conduct.

Although the slave family in Massachusetts was relatively
stable,
it still suffered from disruptions.

Masters were not unwilling to break

cu the fanulies of their slaves, selling the husband
and wife to new

owners in different localities.

Such was the fate of a twelve year

union between hero and Dido, who were originally owned by Reverend John
Swift of Framingham.-' 0

Often the slave mother and her children, the

result of a legal union, were sold as a unit to the highest bidder.

Advertisements like the following were common in colonial newspapers:
"Likely negro wench, about 22 years old and
old..-.

a

child about four years

Likely negro woman with a likely child, 10 months old..." and

again, "A negro woman age about 24 years, and her child, a girl about

five years.”

54

But very often slave children were given away

I.:

uc

puppies or kittens, after they had been weaned by their mothers, if the

master felt unable to support an additional slave.

Hence such adver-

tisements as "A fine negro child of a good healthy breed to be given
avray

— enquire

of the printer"; or "A fine healthy female child to be

given away „55

'
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Even more terrible than the selling of slave children by the master was the deliberate murder of their infants by slave mothers.

This

vao mainly resorted to by women who had borne illegitimate children,

because bastardy carried the penalty of a fine and twenty lashes well
laid on.

In an effort to evade this punishment by concealing the evi-

dence or their crime, slave and white women alike sometimes killed

their babies and exposed themselves to the more dread charge of infanticide, a crime punishable by death. 56

Though more fortunate than his black brother in the South, the

Massachusetts black was still subject to hcirsh punishments for misdeeds
and disobedience.

The irost common offenses of the slaves were running

away and stealing from their masters or others.

Such crimes were

punishable by severe flogging, jailing, and extra work to reimburse the
owners of stolen property.

Slaves were forbidden to strike or to

defame a white person; to buy or sell liquor; to be on the streets

after curfew hours; to marry white persons; ana zo carry cr own
arms.^

nre

When they grew old, and were no longer of value to their mas-

/

ters, they were often "turned out" or given their liberty with no support.

This practice was common enough for the colony to pass a law

requiring the master of an emancipated slave to post a bond o^ fifty
pounds, and no slave was to be regarded as free unless the bond had

been paid.

5°

I
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One of the few symbols of dignity which
slaves could look forward
to each year was the election of a "Negro
Governor".

took place in all New England colonies.

This annual event

The custom was carried out in

numicry of white elections, and gave slaves political
experience; but
it also made them more tractable.
nuv-h

Although the event was the cause of

merry making, feasting, and parading, most blacks took the
occasion

quite seriously.

Starting on the local level, this "election" soon

became a colony-wide affair, in which blacks chose one of their own
as
"governor", on the basis of the wit, personality, wealth and social

position of the candidates.

On the day cf the election, black slaves

assumed the importance of their masters, and supported the dignity of
their exalted families in very much the same way that their owners would
have done. 59
'

Psychologically, this practice served as an outlet for the

pent-up ambitions of the more aggressive blacks and their friends, and
thereby tended to make them more complacent in their bondage.
Though not a free man, the slave was expected to bear many ox cue

responsibilities of

a

free person.

He was required to follow the same

code of ethics, and was punished for negligence, as were whites.

While

legally defined as property, and often referred to as "children" by
their masters, slaves were recognized as thinking, feeling and loving

human beings who had souls.
A master may have expected and encouraged docility in his slaves,

but he did not tolerate their ignorance of the
God, and of the civil government.

59 Ibid.

,

p.

328.

lav;

of the church, of
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Living as they did with

sir,

all family units, most slaves quickly

acquired many of the habits and customs of
tneir masters.

They usually

worked side by side with their owners, often
ate from the same table,
and attended the same church, and thereby became
acquainted with the

social and religious responsibilities of freedom.

Although some slaves

bore the name "Sambo", the mentality associated with
this name was not

typical of slaves in the Bay Colony.

Opportunities for Formal Instruction

Generally speaking, the Puritans were quite permissive concerning
-he education of their slaves.

No colonial statute was passed denying

ox limiting their right to instruction.

The absence of any formal

prohibition was probably due to the small size of the black population,
and also to the Puritan belief in an educated or literate congregation.
A good Calvinist had to read his Bible regularly, and participate in

civic affairs.

In theory, if not always in practice, slaves were

expected to overcome ignorance like other persons.

It was the duty of

the master to see that his slaves, like the rest of his household,

received some basic instruction.

This instruction was given through

the agency of the church, and by individual tutoring.

Slaves were often permitted to be members of their master's church
at d time when church membership carried pecu] iar political privileges.

The following entry is typical of church records:

"A negro

maid, servant to Mr. Straughton of Dorcester, being well approved by

divers years experience, for sound knowledge and true godliness, was

-
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received into the church and baptized." 60

In 1735, the year of the

Great Awakening at Northampton under the preaching
of Jonathan Edwards

Sheldon reports that at Deerfield, "Five adult
slaves were baptized and
/

three admitted to the church in full communion." 61

It is doubtful that

many slaves were actually accepted into and afforded
the full privileges of church membership, but it is clear that this vital
channel to

instruction and personal improvement was theoretically open to them.
Perhaps more common was the practice of preaching directly to slaves, as
did Parson Ashley of Deerfield.

On the evening of January 23, 1749,

his text reads:
God hath no regard of persons in the affair of
our salvation; whosoever will is invited to
come and take of the waters of life freely.
There are none of the human race too low and
despicable for God to bestow salvation upon.
Yea, it is the mean and base things of this
world which God is pleased to elect to eternal life, while the rich are sent empty away,
and ye great and honorable are left to perish
in their sins. 62

Using the standard arguments from the Bible, Ashley reminded his black

congregation that Christianity allows the relation of master and servant.

Khat a temptation of the Devil it is therefore
to lead servants into sin, and provoke God; to
insinuate into them they ought not to abide in
ye place, of servant-ana so either forsake their
master, or are uneasy, unfaithful, slothful

Winthrop , o£. cit., p. 26.
Sheldon, o£. cit
62 Ibid.

,

p.
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.

,

p.
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servants, to the damage of masters and the dishonor of religion, the reproach of Christianity 63
.

Thus, to honor God and help their master, they must endure their bondage
in a con uented and thankful frame of mind.

Ashley concludes with a

reminder that "men may serve their master and yet be free from the law
of Sin and death, and be free to serve X." 64

It is obvious that such

teachings were a vital part of the machinery of control, designed to
ease the frustrations and anger of slaves with difficult masters to
bear.

One of the earliest New Englanders to advocate formal schooling
for Indians and blacks was John Eliot.

He lamented deeply "that Chris-

tians should so much have the hearts of demons in them, as to prevent
and hinder the instruction of the poor blacks and confine the souls of

their miserable slaves to a destroying ignorance, merely for fear of

thereby losing the benefit of their vassalage
a.ll

.

Eliot requested that

masters living within a radius of two or three miles send their

slaves to him once a week for instruction, but he died before his plan

materialized.

Cotton Nather, also a believer in schooling for slaves, attempted
to carry out Eliot’s plan.

He boldly declared that

I

will

pu«_

Bibles

and other good and proper books into their hands; will allow them time
time.
to read and assure myself tnat they do not misspend this

He

pupils
promised to keep undesirable literature out of the reach of his
1
"ir i can discern any wicnea dooks in their nanas,

Ibid.
65

,

p.

win

caxe away

902.

London, 1820, pp.
Mather, Cotton, The Life of Rev. John Elio t,
P* 337.
102; Cited in Woodson op. civ
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i_hese

pestilential instruments of wickedness

"^ 6
.

He was even prepared

tc hire those of his own servants who were capable, to teach his own

children.

In 1717, Mather opened for two or three hours every nioht, a

school instructing black pupils in reading Scripture and learning

Catechisms.

However, the school was short lived, due probably to the

reluctance cf enough masters to send their slaves, and also to the
strain on the slaves who had to work hard all day before attending
class.

But Mather was not prepared to give up the venture because on

October 11, 1717, he expressed his determination to "revive the charity
school for Negro' s."^ 7
In 1728, Nathaniel Pigott announced the establishment of a school

for blacks, and requested that local masters cooperate.

His announce-

ment read:
Mr. Nath Pigott intends to open a school on
Monday, next, for the instruction of Negroes
in Reading, Catechizing, and writing, if required, if anyone so well inclined as to send
their servants to said school near Mr
Checkley's Meeting House care will be taken
68
for their instruction as aforesaid.
It is not known whether Pigott' s school prospered or failed.

The Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts,
its
incorporated under William III on June 16, 1701, had as one of

and blacks
principal objectives, the extension of the Gospel to Indians

67
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-he Society sent ministers and missionaries to carry out its objectives

in all parts of the vast British Empire.

Though most of their efforts

in North America were concentrated in the middle Atlantic and southern

colonies, they did not completely neglect the slaves of New England.
The general reluctance of slave owners in North America to cooperate fully with the pleas for baptizing and instructing of slaves stems

largely from the fear that such practices would have the tendency of

reducing the profitability of slave labor, and might lead to freedom
for those so proselytized.

In speaking to this concern, the Bishop of

London, Dr. Gibson, included in his long letter to the Christian masters of Colonial America, a statement alaying their fears on this matter.

In Part Two of his letter he declared:

that Christianity and the embracing of the
Gospel does not make the least alteration
in Civil Property, or in any of the duties
which belong to Civil relations; but in all
these respects, it continues persons just
The
in the same state as it found them.
rreedom whicn cnristiamty gives is a rreedom
from the bondage of sin and Satan, and
from the dominion of men's lust and passions
and inordinate desires
;

Although most of the Society's New England work was in Rhode
reported baptizing
Island, at Marblehead, Massachusetts, a missionary
at least two blacks in 1725.

In 1740,

1,000 pounds was donated to the

Indians.
Society for the purpose of instructing blacks and

Many books

schools were sent to the coloand other materials for the Catechizing
nies, including

psalters,
248 bibies, Testaments, Common Prayers,

the
69 Jones, Charles C., The Religious Instruction of the Negr oes in
21.
p.
1969,
Press,
United States, New York, Negro Universities

,
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spelling books and other bound books and 748 small tracts stitched.
It is hard to determine how many of these materials benefited the slaves

of Massachusetts, but they do testify to the sincerity of the Society's

eirorts to enlighten the minds of blacks.

Informal Literacy Instruction by Whites

Many slave masters or members of their families gave private and

informal instruction on various subjects to those black servants who

demonstrated the capacity to learn.

Lucy Terry, the slave of Ebenezer

Wells of Deerfield, was taught to read and write by her owners, and was

probably the first black poet in North America.

Inspired by the

bloody Indian raid on Deerfield in 1746, she described the event in a
poem, considered by Sheldon, the town historian, to be the fullest and

best contemporary version of that attack now extant.

The following

copy has been preserved:

August twas the twenty fifth
Seventeen hundred forty-six
The Indians did in ambush lay
Some very valient men to slay
The names of whom I'll not leave out
Samuel Allen like a hero fcut
And though he was so brave and bold
His face nc mere shall we beheld
Eleazer Hawks was killed outright
Before he had time to fight
Before he did the Indians see
Was shot and killed immediately.
Oliver Amsden he was slain
Which caused his friends much grief and pain
Samuel Amsden they found dead
:

j.vvj c.

iticuj

y
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Adonijah Gillet we do hear
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Did lose his life which was so dear.
John Saddler fled across the water
And so excaped the dreadful slaughter
Eunice Allen see the Indians comeing
And hoped to save herself by running
And had not her petticoats stopt her
The awful creatures had not cotched her
And tommy hawked her on the head
And left her on the ground for dead.
Young Samuel Allen, Oh! lack-a-dav
Was taken and carried to Canada. 7 ^

Lucy later married Abijah Prince and bore six children who were

raised in Guilford, Vermont, where Abijah owned several lots of land.
When Colonel Eli Eronson challenged Abijah

1

s

claim to a tract of land,

the case was first tried in Vermont courts where Lucy and Abijah lost.

But the Princes appealed their case to the United States Supreme
Court, where "Lucy argued the case at length", and according to Justice

Chase,

"made a better argument than he had heard from any lawyer at the

Vermont bar."
end here.

Although she won this case, Lucy's legal fame did not

Anxious that one of her sons be admitted to Williams College,

which refused to enroll blacks, "The indignant mother pressed her claim
before the board of trustees in an earnest and eloquent speech of three
hours, quoting an abundance of law and Gospel, chapter and verse, in
72
support of it, but all in vain."

Lucy spent her last days in Sunder-

land, Vermont, and died in 1821.

The story of Phillis Wheatley, the famous black poet of Massachusetts, is well known.

71

Phillis was purchased by the Wheatleys of Boston

New Eng land_
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in 1761 as a companion- servant to Mrs.
Wheatley in her old age.

The

children of the family, fascinated by Phillis'
ability to learn, taught
her to read and write.

She went on to master Greek and Latin and the

Classical poets, and began writing her own poems which
won wide acclaim
in America and England.

The following poem, written when she was

fifteen, clearly illustrates her literary talents:

ON ATHEISM

Where now shall I begin this Spacious field
To tell what Curses-Unbelief doth Yield
Thou That Doest Daily feel his hand and rod
And Darst Deny the Essence of a God,
If There's No heaven-whither wilt thou go
Make thy Elysium in the Shades below
If There's No God-from Whence did all things Spring
He made the Greatest, and Minutest thing
With great Astonishment my Soul is struck
0 Weakness great, -hast thou thy sense forsook?
Has Thou forgot thy Preter perfect days,
They are recorded, in the Book of praise
It is not written with the hard of God,
Why is it Sealed with dear Imanuel's blood,
Nov/ turn I pray thee, from ye dangerous road,
Rise from ye dust, -and See the Mighty God. 74
Cn October 26, 1775, Phillis wrote a letter to General George 'Wash-

ington enclosing a complimentary poem.

Washington replied graciously
.

and later received her at his headquarters in Cambridge.

75

Less prominent, but equally pertinent to this study, is Cato, one

of several slaves belonging to the Reverend Samuel Phillips of Andover.

Cato lived to the age of eighty-five, and saw seven generations of his

Erawley, Benjamin, Negro Builders and Heroes Chapel Hixi, university of North Carolina Press, 1937, pp. 19-20.
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master'

s

family.

Freed by the state Constitution of 1780, he stayed on

for several years in service to his friends.

He was a member of the

North Church, united during the pastorate of Mr. Symmes.

When he left

his former master he wrote an address of farewell, which speaks highly
for his ability and to the efforts of his owners toward his education.

His letter reads:

Being about to remove from the family where I have
for some time resided, would with the greatest respect I am capable of to the heads of each family
respectively take my leave. I desire therefore to
return my hearty and unfeigned thanks for your care
over me, your kindness to me, also for your timely
checks, your faithful reproofs, necessary correction, your wise counsel, seasonable advice, for
your endeavors being yet (or when) young and my
mind tender to frame it in such a manner as to lay
a foundation for my Present & future happiness;
and also by the blessing of Heaven I hope your endeavors have: nor will not be fruitless. Being
unable to make a compensation either to the author
(god) or instrument (yourself) of the advantages I
have been favored with equal to them, I hope while
in Life to Do all I can to promote the glory of
you
I hope:
the former and welfare of the latter.
of
Disposition
tne
but
name
the
having
not only
Christians and wishing to have your own imperfections over locked will I trust do the same by me.
Some of the family being no in the Decline of Life
and according to the course of nature have but a
few days to spend here ere Long I trust be in the
enjoyment of that felicity which will be a full
compensation for your kindness to me & to others
whose Departure hence by many that survived will
be greatly missed; but while you tabernacle in the
flesh I would Beg you for a rememberance of me in
your addresses to the throne of grace.
My present wish is that the Blessings of heaven
may attend each family and all there Lav/ful undertakings also there children to the Latest generation.
wich cue resu enrtXiu i nope uiat x myself shall be
abled to live in such a manner chat I being made
of
meet may be admitted with you into that haven
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rest,

where is no Disctions.
yours with respect.
CATO
May 24, 1789 76

Pompey Love joy, slave to Captain William Love
joy, also of Andover,
was well respected for his ability and loyalty.

The pond where he

built his cabin was named "Pomp's Pond" in his honor,
because on electron days he made cakes and beer for the voters on
town meeting days.

A specimen of the correspondence of Pompey and his friends is
the following letter, which indicates their literacy:
Boston, Sept. 16, 1779

—

Dear Pompey I am in a very poor state of health at the
present by a fall. I hurt myself very much I should
take it as a grate favor if you would come down nex
week and carry me to Andover an by so doing you will
oblidge me very much. My kind love to all Inquiring
Friends.
No more at present but I remain your
Sincere Friend

Prince Proctor

Please to embrace an opportunity next weeke at the furthest If you can Donte let Jenny Know that
send you a
letter. 77
j.

During the Revolutionary period some slaves were so inspired by
the ideals of the colonists that they used this opportunity to make

public protest against slavery, reminding their fellow Americans of
the hvpocricy of shouting "Liberty or Death" while continuing to en-

slave blacks.

In Boston, several petitions were drafted and submitted

by slaves and delivered to the General Court and the Governor.
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conservative in nature, they reminded the legislators of the condition
of bondsmen, and asked that slavery be abolished.

On January 6, 1773,

one such petition signed "Felix" reads in part:
We presume not to dictate to your Excellency
and Honors, being willing to rest our Cause
on your Humanity and Justice; yet would beg
Leave to say a Word or two on the Subject.
Although seme of the Negroes are vicious
.
there are many others of a quite different Character, and who, if made free, would
soon be able as well as willing to bear a
Part in the Public Charges; many of them of
good natural Parts, are discreet, sober,
honest, and industrious; and may it not be
said of many, that they are virtuous and
religious, although their Condition is in
itself so unfriendly to Religion, and every
moral Virtue except Patience. How many of
that Number have there been, and now are in
this Province, who have had every Day of their
.

.

lives imbittered with this most intollerable
Ref lection, That, let their Behavior be what
it will, neither they, nor their Children to
•all Generations, shall ever be able to do, or
possess and enjoy anything, no, not even life
itself, but in a Manner as the Eeast that
perish.
No
We have no Wives
We have no Proper by
Children! We have no City! No Country! But
we have a Father in Heaven, and we are determined, as far as his Grace shall enable us,
and as far as our degraded contemptuous Life^
will admit, to keep all his Commandments;...
1

i

Whether this petition was written completely by "Felix" or by some
as
intelligent sympathizer, is left to conjecture; but it does serve

position, and
an example of the awareness of slaves to their degraded
their
perhaps also speaks highly for their ability to communicate
V ciiiCcw.

m

jr

-
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Vocational Training on the Job
Because colonial Massachusetts was chiefly agricultural, most
slaves worked on farms.

Massachusetts

Unlike the plantation blacks of the South,

slaves were used in small numbers in the production of

foodstuffs, forage, crops, dairy products, and in the raising of livestock.

Contemporary newspapers offer sufficient evidence regarding the

agricultural employment of the slaves.
as "brought up in husbandry"

,

Advertisements described blacks

or "Fit for town or country"

,

"understand-

ing the farming business exceedingly well", and as familiar "with all

sorts of husbandry.

79

According to Jeremy Belknap and Robert Rantoul, most farms with
slaves employed only three or four, who worked in comparitive equality

with their owners.

80

who extolled labor.

This was not an unusual custom for the Puritans

According to Dr. Holyoke, slaves in the country

towns were on the same footing as whites.

ditions in Deerfield, says:

"The slaves became in a measure members of

They worked with the father and boys in field

the family holding them.

Female slaves were employed as cooks,

and forest, and in the kitchen."

Boston Weekly Post Boy
80

Sheldon, referring to con-

,

June 26, 1749.
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,

was
Sheldon qualifies the above: "But while uniting in labor, there
centre
the
kitchen
made
the
family
whole
no social equality; while the
it
corner...
own
and
his
table
of home life, the slave had his own
one."
natural
as
a
sides
seems to have been accepted on both
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laundresses, maids, nurses and as general household workers; but many

were trained in domestic arts such as dressmaking, spinning, knitting
and weaving.

Slaves were employed not only as house servants and agricultural
laborers, but also as skilled and unskilled workers in various industries such as shipbuilding, lumbering, foundries, distilleries, and

cooperage plants.

As these industries experienced tremendous growth in

the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, the need for additional

workers was great.

In many of the crafts, usually conducted by a sin-

gle artisan, such as blacksmiths, carpenters, tanners, and printers,

there was a need for helpers and laborers.

Blacks were openly and

freely taught various trades, and served as skilled workers as well as
QO

laborers.
As early as 1661, Mr. Thomas Dean of Boston was employing a black

slave as a cooper; but due to the pressure exerted by white mechanics,
uean was required by oruer of the town fathers to discontinue

practice.

84

t'nxs

But this appears to be the only evidence so far revealed

with
showing an attempt by legal means to prevent slaves from competing

whites in the skilled trades.

In spite of this opposition, skilled

colonial period.
slaves continued to serve as artisans throughout the
as "a good house
Newspaper advertisements often carried such listings

another recommended a
Carpenter and joyner... on reasonable terms";
the Cooper's business";
slave who had worked for "five or six yeabs at

83
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a

third advertised "a stout able-bodied ne ro man,
who has had consid9

erable experience at the ship carpenter's trade"; and
a fourth offered
a

young “Negro taylor who works well at the trade"; another
cited "A

negro Blacksmith who makes anchors"; and a "negro who has
been for many
years used to the distilling business.
In most of the maritime industries, so vital to the state's
econ-

omy, blacks were employed as both skilled and unskilled workers.

In

1682, the black slave of Peter Cross of Massachusetts, was so skilled as
a sailor that he was managing his master's sloop at sea.®^

There are

numerous other reports of slaves who worked on ships, or were injured
while aboard ships.
Some slaves, by demonstrating a high interest and ability in dis-

charging their master's affairs, were rewarded with positions of trust
and responsibility.

In 1679, Mingo, the hired slave of Miles Foster of

Boston, managed a warehouse owned by Roger Darby; and Prince, the slave
of Colonel Joseph Buckminster of Framingham, superintended a large farm
for his master.

87

Lemuel Haynes, the well known black theologian, did

most of the buying for his master while an indentured servant in GranOO

ville

;

and Sheldon reports that Mesheck, the slave of Colonel Hins-

dale of Deerfield, successfully operated his master's store in that

85

86
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tcwn
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a lion,

Another was responsible for supervising a menagerie
featuring
recently brought from Africa and advertised by the Boston
News

Letter as follows:
All persons having the curiosity of
seeing the noble and royal Beast the
lyon, never one before seen in America, may see him at the House of Capt.
Arthur Savage near Mr. Coleman's
church, Boston, before he is transported. 90

Participating as they did in such

a

wide variety of occupations,

many of which involved skill, trust and responsibility, blacks had many

opportunities to acquire a limited vocational education.

This does not

appear to be the result of a deliberate and conscious movement, but
rather seems to have evolved out of the economic realities of the region.

Although the majority of black slaves were engaged in menial jobs, it
is significant that other areas of employment were not officially

closed to them.

In an era when formal schooling was largely confined

to the rudiments of learning, vocational training was one of the most

significant components of a person's education.

Blacks who were for-

tunate enough to learn and practice various skills and crafts, even

though their earnings primarily accrued to their owners, enjoyed a

higher status and respect, and were better equipped to make the transition from slavery to freedom.

While the evidence in the foregoing pages hardly suggests that the

88 Sheldon, op. cit .
90
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Puritans of Massachusetts brought African
slaves to the colony for the

purposes of proselytizing and educating them,
it does reveal that slave
owners considered their slaves as vital
members of their households, who
were included in most of the activities of
the family.
The Puritans, more than any other religious
group who owned slaves,

were especially anxious that their bondsmen be
knowledgeable, faithful,

obedient and above all, God fearing.

They never tired of teaching them

obedience; obeying the master or mistress was considered the same
as

obeying God, since He sanctioned the relationship of Master and
Servant.

The Puritans believed that God gave them authority over their

slaves and servants in order that they might be turned toward righteous-

ness and away from sin.

However,

Like all authority, a master's was limited
and defined by the laws of God.
He could
not rightfully command his servants any evil
action.
If he did, they must humbly refuse;
for both their masters and they are God's
servants and they must not cl.lsobev Him to
please men. 9 ^
,

Hard work, thrift, and obedience to God were the core of the

instructions given both in and out of school to white as well as black.
They cared more for these fundamentals than they did for proficiency in

arithmetic, writing, and geography.

In establishing schools, the Puri-

In 1647, the General Court ruled

tans had a religious purpose in mind.

that every town with fifty householders was required to appoint a teachp' v-

fvnn

pm^r'rrcn

th°m to instruct students in readina and writing.

But
»

91

Willard, Complete Body of Divinity p. 614; cited in Morgan, Edmund,
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the preamble to this law, which follows, is illustrative
of their view of
the role of the school
It being one chief project of yet ould
deludor, Satan, to keepe men from the
knowledge of ye Scriptures, as in former times by keeping them in an unknown tongue, so in these latter times,
by persuading from ye use of tongues, yt
so at least ye true sense and meaning of
ye originall might be clouded by false
glosses of Saint- seeming deceivers, yt
learning may not be buried in ye grave
of our fathers in ye church and Commonwealth, ye Lord assisting our endeavors. 9 ^

To prevent schools from deviating from this purpose, it was further

ruled in 1654 that persons of "unsound doctrine" were prohibited from

teaching pupils.

Although black slaves did not attend the town schools, no official
statute prohibited their attendance, and no laws were enacted banning
the instruction or training of slaves.

In the hundreds of announcements

of the new private schools opening in colonial Boston, there is not one

which actually says blacks may net apply. 93
During a period when formal education was narrow in scope, based

primarily on religious and moral lessons, the opportunities for learning given blacks were often relatively similar to those of whites.

Most

of the white children who attended schools, did so for only a few months
9<
during any given year ^; and the quality of these schools does not appear

92 Lewis and Newhall, op.

cit

.
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to have been very high.

While blacks were not admitted to regular Com-

mon schools, they were given valuable lessons in how to conduct themin society; and the occupations in which they labored/ provided

chem with useful skills and

ai.

understanding of basic economics.

These

factors must not be underestimated as vital elements in the overall

education of black slaves.

CHAPTER

II

THE FREE BLACK
1
POPULATION:

SEPARATE AND UNEQUAL

During the colonial period the number of free
blacks was extremely
small; but some were freed prior to 1670 following
the custom of re-

garding slave offspring as free.

It is difficult to determine the

exact numbers of iree blacks because the colonial censuses
did not dis-

tinguish between slaves and free blacks.

Methods of Manumission

Prior to the Revolutionary War, most free blacks were emancipated
by private agreements with their masters, or upon the death of the
latter, as specified in wills.

In 1694, Judge John Saffin of Boston

signed a contract whereby his slave, Adam, was guaranteed his liberty
after six more years of faithful service.

z

Robert Dole of Newbury

freed his slave woman, Grace, in his will of 1698.

3

In 1704, a Boston

widow, Dorothy Grecian, freed her slave, Betty, in appreciation for

faithful service; and posted the necessary fifty pounds to insure the

woman against extreme poverty.

For similar reasons, Anne Braastreet of

Salem, a relative of Governor Bradstreet, liberated her slave in 1713.

Four years later, William and Samuel Upton, also of Salem, manumitted

1
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their slave, Thomas, in "recognition of his devotion
to their father." 4
Some blacks, like indentured servants, were given
certain supplies

upon assuming their new life as free persons.

Lydia Plant of Newbury

arranged in her will for her freed slaves to have the use of
her house
and household goods for four years. 5
Doc-^. _tle of

In 1749, the Reverend Benjamin

Northfield gave his slave, Abijah, who later married Lucy

Terry of Deerfield, several shares of the undivided land in the town.
by her will of 1783, Mrs. Sillman of Deerfield gave her slave woman,

/jid

Chole

,

her j-reedom; and to set her up in housekeeping, supplied her

with "a Bible, a cow, a feather bed, a brass kettle, a pot,

2

tramels,

chests, hand irons, chairs, and pewter things." 6
As the constitutional controversy with Great Britain developed in

the 1760's, new impetus was given to legal action by agressive slaves in

pursuit of their freedom.

On March 5, 1762, Jenny Slew of Ipswich brought

a suit against her master, John Whipple, accusing him. of unlawfully de-

taining her in slavery from January 29, 1762 until March
year.

5

of the same

Jenny claimed that she had been illegally deprived of her liberty,

and that she also had suffered personal damages in the amount of twenty-

Though she lost her case in the inferior court, upon appeal

five pounds.

to the Superior court, she won a reversal of the judgment, and was
7
declared a freewoman and awarded nine pounds for damages and cost.

A‘

5
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In 1769, a Mr. Stewart of Boston, departed
for London with his

slave who eventually ran away in 1771, and was
recaptured by his owner.

The siave was placed aboard a ship bound for
Jamaica, in the cus-

tody of the captain, who was instructed to sell him.

ber 26, 1771.

This was on Novem-

But the slave was rescued by a writ of Habaes Corpus,
and

the proceedings in the case which took place in Massachusetts
terminated
in his release on June 22, 1772. 8
In Nantucket, there was a case wherein a slave owner, Mr. John

Swain, brought suit against the captain of a vessel on which his slave,

Boston, was being held.

But the Court of Common Pleas of Nantucket

ruled in favor of the defendant, and the slave was manumitted by the
magistrates.
Slaves bringing suits against their masters were often encouraged
and advised by sympathetic whites.

John Adams reported having "attend-

ed the Superior Court at Worcester and the next week proceeded to Springfield, where

his master."

±

was accidentally engaged in a cause Between a Negro anu

The case Adams is referring to is probably that of New-

port vs. Eilling, tried in 1768, in which the court ruled against the
19
claim to freedom by Amos Newport.

Judge Samuel Sewall, one of the

earliest advocates for humane treatment of slaves, greatly influenced
the outcome of the case of John Saffin, his fellow jurist, and his
11
slave, Adam, who was set free by the litigation.

°
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the efforts of Judge Sedgewick in behalf of slaves such as Elizabeth

Freeman and Agrippa Hull, both of Stockbridge
town historian.

,

have been recorded by the

Elizabeth Freeman, or "Mum Bett" as she was called,

having served under several masters, fled from her last owner. Colonel
Ashley of Sheffield, who failed to emancipate her after the Revolutionary War in which her husband had died.

Although her master initiated a

suit against her, he lost the case in the trial at Great Barrington,

where Judge Sedgewick presided.

After the trial, Elizabeth worked for

Judge Sedgewick who had handled her case and granted her freedom.

She

was apparently an excellent nurse, housekeeper, and during the rebellion led by Daniel Shays in 1786, she single handedly protected the

Judge's home from the insurrectionists without resorting to violence.
She died in 1829.

Agrippa Hull was a free black who migrated from Northampton to

Stockbridge where he lived until 1777, when he enlisted as a soldier in
one Revolutionary War, serving witn Kosciusko, one roiisn Genem-L.

After the War, while in the service of Judge Sedgewick, he met and married Jane Darby, a slave of Mr. Ingersool of Lenox.

When Jane fled from

intervened
her owner to join her husband in Stockbridge, Judge Sedgewick

According to Professor Kaplan,

on her behalf and secured her freedom.

and became the vilHull also "adopted as a daughter another fugitive,

lage seer."not prove that
That slaves won their freedom in the 'courts did
I

hopOften, masters put up only a feeble defense,

slavery was illegal.

T he Black Presence in
Stockbridge pp. 238-243; Kaplan, Sidney
1973, pp. 39,
dTc.,
Washington,
the Era of the American Revolution
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ino to get free of the obligation of maintaining
them as paupers in their

old age.
The free black population was also augmented by
marriages between

black slaves and Indian women, since their offspring were
legally free
were the legitimate and illegitimate children who resulted from

as>

unions of slaves and white women.

Other slaves earned their freedom by

serving in the colonial or revolutionary armies, like Cambridge Moore,

Caesar Prescott, and Caesar Jones of Medford. 14

Old and infirm slaves,

no longer able to earn their keep, were often released by their masters

with little material support.
Some slaves were fortunate enough to purchase their own freedom or

that of their slave wives.

Hannibal, the slave of John Lewis of Lynn,

who purchased the freedom of his wife and three children. 15
.

One Scipio

of Boston, liberated his wife in similar fashion 1 ^; and Abijah Prince,
the black landowner of Northfield, is believed to have purchased the

freedom of his

Lucy Terry, the blech, poet of Deerfield.

’wife,

17

During the Revolutionary War, some blacks who comprised parts of

confiscated Tory estates were freed by the state.

And runaway slaves,

like Crispus Attucks, who won fame by his death in the Boston Massacre,

were another source of free black society.
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Most of the remaining black slaves in 1780 were
freed by the Massachusetts Constitution of that year.

Although cited as a document which

formally abolished slavery, it did not specifically say
that the institution was abolished, but rather, reiterated the words of
the Declaration
Oj.

Independence:

"Article One:

All men are born free and equal, and

have certain natural, essential and inalienable rights; among which
may
be reckoned the right of enjoying and defending their lives and liberties.

18

Ihis constitution was submitted to the people in March,

ratified by popular vote in June, and the new state government began

operating on October 25, 1780.
Because of the vague and ambiguous wording of Article One, many
"earnst anti-slavery men at the time were not aware of the alleged in-

tention of the Convention to abolish slavery by the declaration in the
Bill of Rights." 19"
.

A good example is Deacon Coleman of Newbury, who,

according to church records from 178C to 1785, was engaged in a contro-

versy with his conservative minister.

In Coleman's testimony and

"The slaves in this state have petitioned for

declaration he says:

Liberty and Freedom from Bondage, since our Troubles began, in the most
importunate and humble manner; yet they are not set free in a general
way ."20

This statement was written November 7, 1780, long after the

work of the Constitutional Convention was over and the new government
Even newspapers continued to carry advertisements of

was established.

^
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slaves for sale as late as 1781:

"A Negro child, soon expected, of a

good breed, may be owned by any person inclining to take
it, and Money

with it." 21

Another reads:

"to be sold, a hearty strong Negro wench,

about 29 years of age, fit for town or country." 22
As late as 1790, there were still enslaved blacks in the Common-

wealth.

The following anecdote in the Life of Belknap concerning the

Census of 1790 is revealing:
In 1790 a Census was ordered by the General
Government then newly established, and the
Marshal of the Massachusetts district had
the Care of making the survey.
When he inquired for slaves, most people answered none:
if anyone said that he had one, the Marshal
would ask him if he meant to be singular, and
would tell him that no other person had given
any.
The answer then was 'If none are given
in, I will not be singular; and thus the list
was completed without ary number in the
column for slaves. 23
In 1836, Chief Justice Shaw of the State Supreme Court would in-

quire:

"How or by what act particularly, Slavery was abolished in

Massachusetts, whether by the adoption of the opinion in Somerset's
Case, as a declaration and modification of the common law, or by the

Declaration of Independence, or by the Constitution of 1780, it is not

now very easy to determine..." 24
The same question may be asked about the method of general emanci-

~1
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22 c ontinental Journal
23

,

,

202-203.

& 28,

1780.

Boston, December 21, 1780 and January 4, 1781.

Cited in Moore, op. cit

24 Ibid.,
pp.

December 14, 21

.

,

pp. 202-203.

49

pation in both Connecticut and Rhode Island where only
gradual emancipation was provided for in their Constitutions of 1784. 25

The reluctance

to actually outlaw slavery directly through specific
legislative acts
i

suggests that Negro Slavery survived the American Revolution as

a vital

social and economic practice in the minds of significant numbers of New

Englanders.

The vague wording of the Massachusetts law, while not

specifically abolishing slavery, established

a

period of transition

during which both slaves and their masters could bring to a close the

practice of forced servitude.

For slaves, the Constitution of 1780

represented additional legal precedent in their freedom suits in the
courts of the Commonwealth.

To slave owners, the law provided time for

the sale of their slaves out of state, or some other means of recovering

their investment.

It is significant that the free blacks of Massachu-

setts could not point to a specific general emancipation proclamation
and draw comfort from its definitiveness and what ideals it may have

contained.

Liberated slaves in the Commonwealth took their first steps

as free persons with only the well wishes and material support they

could obtain from their former masters; and this was in most instances
meager.

Growth and Distribution of the Free Black Population

The black population of Massachusetts referred to as "Colored'
the state and federal censuses, includes

riot

in

only pure blacks of only
l

IndiAfrican descent, but also mixtures of the latter with whites and

25 Greene,

ojo.

tit
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ans, called mulattoes.

Most of the blacks were representative of
this

mixture 26

According to the federal census of 1790, there were
5,369 blacks
in Massachusetts, all free.

By 1840, their number had increased to

8,669, and ten years later they numbered 9, 064. 27

In spite of this

increase, blacks constituted only a small portion of the total
population.

As indicated by Table IV, the increase among blacks during the

several periods from 1765 to 1840 was inconsistent and much less than
that of whites with two exceptions, namely, from 1790 to 1800 and from
1330 to 1840.

These exceptions were probably due to the immigration of

blacks from other states.

OO

From 1765 onward, the proportion of blacks to whites declined
almost consistently as shown by Table V.

The increase of blacks during

the seventy-five years from 1765 to 1840 was 3,470, or 66.74 per cent;

which is less than one-third that (205.09 per cent) of whites.

The

small increase of blacks during the period from 1765 to 1790, 264 or

5.07 per cent, was probably due to the effects of the Revolutionary War
on this group, coupled with their impoverished condition among the

whites.

The mortality rate among black soldiers in the War was greater
.

than that of whites.

29

From 1790 to 1800, the black population increased by 989, or 18.10
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Table IV

Exhibiting the number of white and black inhabitants, the
total
population, according to the seven Censuses, together
with
their increase during the six periods.

Number

Increase during the periods

Census
1765

Whites
238950

1790

373324

5463

378787

134374

56.23

264

5.07

1600

416393

6452

422845

43069

11.53

989

18.10

1810

465303

6737

472040

48910

11.74

285

4.41

1820

516547

6740

523287

51244

11.01

3

.04

1830

603363

7045

610408

86816

16.80

305

4.52

1840

729031

8669

737700

125668

20.58

1624

23.05

Blacks Total
5199 244149

Amt.

Whites
Per ct.

Amt.

Blacks
Per ct.

Table V

Exhibiting the number of blacks and their proportion to the
white population, according to the seven Censuses.

Elack Population
males females

Census

Proportion to Whites
Ratio
Per cent

Total

1765

-

-

5199

2.17

1

to 45.96

1790

-

-

5463

1.46

1

to 63.33

1800

-

-

6452

1.54

1

to 64.53

1810

-

-

6737

1.44

1

to 69.06

1320

3308

3432

6740

1.30

1

to 76.59

3685

7

0^5

1.16

i

to 85.64

4015

8669

1.18

1

to 84.09

xbuu
4554

1840

Source

:
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per cent, more than one and a half times that of
whites.

This increase

was less than their natural growth would have been under
the most

iavorable circumstances of society.

Much of this growth was due to the

immigration of blacks from other states, who were attracted by the free-

dom offered in the State Constitution of 1780.

From 1800 to 1810, there

was only an increase of 285, or 4.41 per cent, which is less than half

that of the whites, who immigrated out of the state, taking with them a

portion of the black population. 30
During the period from 1810 to 1820, the black population grew by

only

3,

or .04 per cent.

This was probably due to several factors.

First, in 1813 and 1817, changes in the laws of New York substantially

abolished slavery in that state, and improved the opportunities of its

black inhabitants.

This caused some of the black New York to Massachu-

setts migrants to return to New York.

Also, during the War of 1812,

some blacks enlisted and never returned, due to the high mortality

Third, under the auspices or the American

rate among black troops.

Colonization Society, established in 1816, a number of blacks left the
Commonwealth to settle in West Africa, while others immigrated to
Haiti.

31

From 1830 to 1840, blacks increased by 1,624, or 23.05 per cent,

which was the largest growth in any ten years since 1790.

32

A consid-

erable part of this increase must be attributed to the effects of immi-

Chickcring, o£. cit
Ibid.

,
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32 See Table IV.
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gration irom abroad, or to some cause other than
their natural growth.
The natural increase in the black population,
exclusive of immigration,

averaged about five per cent during each ten years
from 1765 to 1840. 33
The effects of immigration can be seen more clearly
by looking at the

changes in the proportion of females to males, which was
100 to 96.38 in
1820; 100 to 91.18 in 1830; and 100 to 115.91 in 1840.

Most of the in-

crease of males over females during the ten years from 1830 to 1840
was
Oj.

uhose between the ages of 24 and 55.

This clearly reflects the re-

sults of migrations from other states with harsh and offensive municipal

regulations concerning free blacks.
VJithin the Commonwealth, eight counties showed a decrease in blacks

between 1830 and 1840, while six other counties registered an increase
in this group.

The following table clearly reveals this shift.

(See Map 1)

Table VI

Exhibiting the black population in Massachusetts by county and by
sex in 1830 and 184C, and showing the increase in the ten year
period. 34
1830

Counties

Suffolk
Worcester
Berkshire
Bristol
Barnstable
Nantucket
Essex
Middlesex
Hampshire
Hampden
Franklin

33

Male

870
164
484
465
76

132
242
263
113
174
65

1840

Female

Male

Female

1013
204
507
463

1407
261
654
626
218
423
233
285
106
152
52

1031
312
624
605
219
155
274
208

90
147
280
254
110
173
106

Chickerir.g, go. cit .

,

p

129.

95

160
36

Total
Increase
555
205
287
303
259
297
-15
-24
-22
-35
-103
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Table VI (continued) 34

1830

Counties
UW';.

IOJLK

Plymouth
Dukes

1840

Total
Increase

Male

Female

Male

Female

69
194
27

100
217

63
161

97

- 9

192

21

13

7

-64
-28

The six counties registering an increase in blacks during the ten

year period from 1830 to 1840 were Suffolk, Bristol, Worcester, Berkshire, Barnstable and Nantucket.

With the exception of Berkshire, all

are eastern counties with considerable concentrations of industry and

commerce.

The eight counties showing a decrease in the number of blacks

were Essex, Middlesex, Hampshire, Hampden, Franklin, Norfolk, Plymouth
and Dukes.

Three of the eight, i.e., Hampshire, Hampden and Franklin,

were western counties which never had

a

significant number of blacks.

These counties lacked heavy industry and commerce, and they were set-

tled much later, during the period when slavery was declining in the
state.

In the remaining five counties, i.e., Essex, Middlesex, Nor-

folk, Dukes and Plymouth, all coastal counties, the number of blacks had

never been very large even during the colonial period, especially in
Norfolk and Dukes.
The shift in the black population was not only from county to

county, but also from towns to cities within the counties.

By 1840,

of the
5,160 of the 8,669 blacks in Massachusetts were living in ten
i

^

^

v -

+ v roughout

the state

Boston had 2427,

Bedford 762,

Sheffield 178,
Nantucket 578, Salem 291, Marshpee 291, Pittsfield 202,

34

Table VI, Chickering, p. 130.
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Worcester 151, Springfield 147, and Charlestown 129. 35

It is difficult

to determine whether the increase in the number of urban blacks was due
to intra-county or inter-county migration or migration from other states.

The reasons behind the rural to urnan population shift are best summar-

ized in the following statement by Chickering:

From the peculiarities of the blacks, and their position
among the whites in Kassachusetts-their color giving
rise to prejudices against them, fixed and immoveabletheir servile and degraded condition among the whites,
their small numbers, their poverty and dependence, their
want of sympathy not merely with the whites, but on
account of their scattered position-their being 228 out
of 309 towns in 1840, containing some of them- their want
of sympathy and of easy intercourse with each other, by
which they are deprived of social enjoyments, and are
far distant from, the means of mental improvement, which
give a zest and a value to life, and add years to its
duration; from these circumstances we expect their
localities to be more changeful, and their increases
less regular from year to year than that of the predominant class. 3 6

Dividing the total black population of 8,669 in 1840 by age and
sex, reveals that the majority were under 24 years, and predominantly

male.

Those under 24 years numbered 3,984; while those between 24 and

only 731.
55 years counted 30 less, or 3,954; and those over 55 total
in four
Over half of the 3,984 school age blacks, or 2,519, were located

Bristol, and
of the most populous counties, i.e., Suffolk, Berkshire,

Worcester.

--

ipid

.

,

37

pp. 113-120.

36 Ibid., p.

137.

37 Ibid.

130.

,

p.

57

Political Rights and Status Before the Law

Throughout the colonial period, free blacks were denied the right to
vote in local apa state elections, even though they paid taxes like other
free persons.

This denial of suffrage continued through the Revolution-

ary War because the rejected state constitution of 1778 in the fifth

article reads:
Every male inhabitant of any town in this state, being
free, and twenty-one years of age excepting Negroes,
Indians and mulattoes, shall be entitled to vote for a
Representative as the case may be, in the town in which
he is resident, provided that he has paid taxes in said
town (unless by law excused from taxes) and been resident therein one full year immediately proceding such
voting, or that town has been his known place of abode
for that time, or that he is considered as an inhabitant thereof; and every such inhabitant qualified as
above, and worth sixty-pounds clear of all charges
therein, shall be entitled to put his vote for governor, Lieutenant Governor, Senators or Representatives,
shall be by ballot and not otherwise. 38
This denial of suffrage to blacks was unpopular to some citizens
as the following inquiry in the Independent Chronicle reveals:

Would it not be ridiculous, inconsistent and unjust,
to exclude freemen from voting for Representative
and Senator, though otherwise qualified, because their
skins are black, tawny or redish? Why not disqualified for being long-nosed, short- faced, or higher or
lower than five feet nine? A black, tawny or redish
skin is not so unfavorable in hue to the genuine son
of liberty, as a tory complection. Has any other
state disqualified freemen for the color of their
skin? I do not recollect any, and if not, the disqualification militates with the proposal in the
Confederation, that the free inhabitants of each
state shall, upon removing into 'any other state,

38 Con stitution and Frame of Government for the S t ate of_Ma ssachuset ts
Bay, 1778, Boston, 1778, pp. 7-8.

,
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enjoy all the privileges and immunities belonging to the free citizens of such state. 39

Further evidence of blacks being denied the vote during the colonial

period is contained in the public admission of the citizens of Cambridge
and Dartmouth who declared in 1778 that there was "no Negro, Indian or

mullatoe amonge ther voters." 40

In 1780, Paul and John Cuffee, black

me tenants of Westport, petitioned the General Court, requesting the right
to vote in colonial and local elections.

In their appeal they said that

they knew of no person of color who had ever exercised the suffrage.

Although the state Constitution of 1780 did not discriminate against
blacks, custom and tradition apparently still barred them from voting. 4 ^
As late as 1795, Judge James Winthrop and Thomas Pemberton of Boston, in

answering a query of Dr. Jeremy Belknap, replied that blacks could

neither elect or be elected to office in the Commonwealth.

Well into

the nineteenth century, doubts still lingered concerning black suffrage

rights.

In 1830, a Boston newspaper claimed that the state Constitution

excluded blacks from "places of emolument and trust."

42

In 1850, a

Southern Senator blasted the Commonwealth with the charge that "the
Voters drive them (blacks) from the polls at an election, and scorn and

39 Independent Chronicle

40
41

Moore, op

.

cit

.

p.

,

January 8, 1776.

196.

personal tax
Paul Cuffee and his brother john objected to paying their
unconstitution
was
representation
without
on the grounds that taxation
the legislaTney were jaiiea, paia one tax and later pensioned
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Cu ffee,
Paul
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Memoir
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ture for the right to vote. Alexander,
London 1811, pp. 7-9.
,

,

43 Boston Evening Transcript, September 23, 1830.
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spit upon them." 43

And five years later, a Frenchman observed that the

blacks of Massachusetts and other New England states, although qualified,

were frequently "designedly omitted" from the tax list and thus blocked
from voting. 44

But Nell reported a more favorable situation.

Referring

to New Bedford, he declared that "the colored voters there hold the

balance of power, and hence exert a potent influence on election day." 4 ^
During the colonial era, free blacks faired not much better than
slaves as far as their legal rights were concerned.

They were included

with Indians and blacks in the slave codes, banned from the streets
after nine o-clock without a pass, denied the right to own certain property, and forbidden to bear arms.

These restrictions were repealed by

the Constitution of 1780, but blacks continued to be denied the right of

jury duty, and none were permitted to serve on the police force or the

From 1786 to 1843, blacks and Indians were forbidden to

state' militia.

intermarry with whites by a law which reads:

"No person authorized to

marry shall join in marriage any white person with any negro, Indian or
Mulattoe, under penalty of fifty pounds; and all such marriages shall be
47
absolutely null and void."

4^

Appendix to the Congressional Globe
p.

44

In 1843 this Act for the Orderly Solemni-

,
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1st Session, 1850,

1654.

States
Chevalier, Michael, Society, Ma nners and Politic s in the United
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46 Greene, op.
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zacion of Marriage was repealed.

According to Dr. Belknap, if

a

white

woman did marry a black, she earned the notoriety of
being "without
exception, of the lowest class in society, both for education
and
morals. 48

Although the Constitution of 1780 abolished slavery in Massachusetts, the legislature did not want the state to become a refuge for

blacks fleeing from slavery in other states.

In March, 1788, the General

Court passed an Act for Suppressing Rogues, Vagabonds, etc., the last

section of which enacts:
No person being an African or Negro, other
than a subject of the emperor of Morocco,
or a citizen of some one of the United
States, to be evidenced by a certificate
from the secretary of the State of which
he shall be a citizen, shall tarry within this Commonwealth for a longer time
than two months... ^

Blacks who failed to leave after a complaint was made to any Justice of
the Peace were subject to imprisonment with hard labor.

It was for this

reason that fugitive slaves were forced to push on to Canada before

experiencing real freedom.

Limited Employment Opportunities and Poor Housing

During the colonial period free blacks were often in a worse position than slaves in terms of earning a living.

While slaves had work

provided by their masters or were hired out to earn their keep, black

4^

Belknap (Jeremy) Papers, Vol. 2, Massachusetts His torical Society
Col lection s, "Dr. Belknap's Answer to Judge Tucker", p. 209.

45 Hurd, op. cit.

,

p.

31

(See Appendix A).

61

freemen were dependent upon themselves for the sale of their labor,
and

many faced hostile competition from white workers.
blacks performed the same jobs as slaves.

Generally, free

Many simply remained with their

former masters as hired servants, especially where a close relationship
had developed.

Some blacks found work on farms, but often, liberated

rural slaves migrated to towns and took up domestic service where they

encountered the least opposition.

Some worked at the trades or secured

employment on whaling or coastal vessels, but they risked being kid-

napped abroad and sold into slavery in the South or the West Indies.
The most successful of early black sailors was Paul Cuffee,

bom

of mixed black and Indian parentage in Dartmouth, Massachusetts in

Without the aid of formal schooling, Cuffee became proficient in

1759.

reading, writing, arithmetic and navigation.

At age 16, he went to sea

as a sailor on a whaling vessel, and was later captured by the Eritish

during the Revolutionary War and held in New York for three months.
After his release, he returned to Westporr and took up iarming,

earned him enough money to purchase an 18-ton vessel.

wmch

By 1793, he owned

a 75-ton schooner and did a successful business as a merchant shipper

along the east coast.

briggs

In addition to the schooner, Cuffee acquired two

several smaller vessels and considerable real estate.

,

When he

50
died in 1817, he left an estate valued at over $20,000.

Though economic opportunities were limited, some blacks capitalown independent
ized upon their training in slavery by establishing their

50 Wilder, Katherine A., "Captain Paul Cuffee, Master Mariner of Westthe Society for tne
port, Massachusetts, 1759-1817", Th P Bulletin of
No. 3, Winter
Preservation of New England Antiquities Vol. LXIII,
1973 pp. 78-80.
,

,
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enterprises

.

Through thrift and industry a few saved enough from small

wages to provide the necessary capital.

One example is Jim Riggs of

Framingham, described as a jobber and basket maker and counted among his
/

patrons the Buckminster, Belknap, Horne, Howe, Eames and Haren families
of that town.

Cato Hanker, also of Framingham, became

after his liberation from Joseph Haven 52

barbers were blacks. 53

,

a

shoemaker

and three of Salem's twelve

John Peter, the husband of Phillis Wheatley, the

poet, was alternately a baker, grocer, barber, physician and lawyer. 54

These early black businessmen experienced a difficult time due to

insufficient credit, lack of training and experience.

Whites usually

regarded blacks as poor business risks and consequently refused to grant
them the necessary credit for expanding their businesses.

Brissot de

Warville, a French traveler, summed up these handicaps in 1788 when he
wrote':

Those Negroes who keep shops live moderately,
and never augment their business beyond a
The reason is obvious; the
certain point.
to give them credit to
like
not
whites...
any extensive comundertake
enable them to
merce nor even give them the means of a common education by receiving them into their
counting houses. 55
He was convinced that the failure of blacks to expand their businesses

was due not so much to their inability as to the obstacles placed in
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their way by the "master class".
Early in the seventeenth century, some blacks made a good adjustment
to freedom by acquiring small amounts of property.

landowners was Bostian

One of the first such

or "Bus Bus", cf Dorchester, who in 1656 not

Ker.

only owned a house and lot in that town, but also four acres and
of land planted in wheat. 56

a

half

In 1675, a Boston black named Angola died,
c

'

n

leaving his house and land to his wife Elizabeth and their children.
The nineteenth century brought only a slight improvement to the

economic opportunities of blacks in Massachusetts.

Throughout the

state they continued to be restricted to the jobs and vocations that

whites shunned as degrading.

Whites admitted such to be the work of

blacks, for the threat of colonizing blacks in Africa, brought this

warning from

a

New England journal:

"Black men must hew our wood, draw

our water, and perform our menial offices.

They (blacks) supply the

place of so many whites, who may be spared for higher purposes."

58

White workingmen concurred in this opinion, for they refused to work

with blacks or accept them as apprentices.

In 1838, Frederick Douglass,

a fugitive slave from Maryland and a skilled caulker

,

sought work in

the New Bedford shipyards; but he was told by a prospective employer
"thai;

if

56

57

I

every white man would leave the ship in her unfinished condition

struck a blow at my trade upon her."

.

,

p.

309.

Ibid.

,

p.

309.

Ibid
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For the next three years

-
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Douglass earned his living as a common laborer, coachman, and
waiter,

earning an average of a dollar a day.

Blstck

skilled workers continued

facing discrimination and unequal job opportunities throughout the
ante-

bellum period.

In 1851, The Liberator carried an appeal to give carpen-

try work to a black named Oliver, prefaced by the remarks:

"Those

acquainted with the prejudice against which the colored mechanic has to
contend will see that job work must be his main reliance." 60
In 1830, Boston contained nearly 2,000 blacks in its twelve wards,

but among this group, charged The Liberator

,

"it does not appear that

there was one merchant, broker, physician, lawyer, blacksmith, shipwright, tinman, caulker and graver, rigger, sailmaker, coopersmith,

silversmith, brassfounder

,

mason, cooper, painter, glazier, printer,

bookbinder, cabinet maker, truckman, baker, stonecutter, or any other
trade in any article except clothes."

61

A look at the Boston Directory

for the year 1830 reveals the names of 175 black persons and their

employment.

The lists contain the names of

34 hairdressers and barbers, 30 mariners, 17 clothes
dealers, 15 waiters, 10 laundresses, 9 bootblacks, 9

keepers of boarding houses, 6 laborers, 3 clergymen,
3 cooks, 3 window-cleaners, 3 tailors, 2 sawyers, 1
cordwainer, 1 keeper of a barroom, 1 servant, 1 clothes
cleaner, 1 housewright, 1 handcartman, 1 stevedore, 1
grain measurer, 1 dealer in junk, 1 scopmaker, 1 renovator of human hair, 1 confectioner, and 1 blocking
maker. 62

Although city directories of the nineteenth century are usually incomtypes of work
plete and sometimes inaccurate, this list does reveal the
Boston.
generally performed by blacks in early nineteenth century

60

The Liberator

,

October 10, 1851.

61 The Liberator, January 22, 1831.
62 Ibid.

.

:
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David Walker, the radical black abolitionist and
one time second
hana clothes dealer, angered by the condition of black
workers in 1829

scolded
1 met a Colored man in the street...
with a string of boots on his shoulders.
I said to him, what a miserable set of
people we are... We are so subjected under
the whites that we cannot obtain the comforts of life, but by cleaning their boots
and shoes, old clothes, waiting on them,
shaving them, etc... Oh! How can these who
are attracted by service but think that our
creator made us to be an inheritance to
them forever when they see that our greatest
glory is centered in such mean and low objects?
... for if we are men, we ought to be...
looking forward to higher attainment
than wielding the razor and cleaning
boots and shoes. 63
.

Peddling and second hand clothing attracted blacks because these
occupations required little capital or knowledge of business principles.

Peddling necessitated a few goods and the use of the street as a shop.
The second hand clothier obtained his garments from white neighborhoods.
Ter.

blacks in 1848 were operating second hand clothing stores, mostly

on Brattle Street in Ward 3;

64

but they often faced stiff fines or

arrest from selling stolen clothes.
Ir.

the western part of the state, only two or three cities had more

than IOC black residents, but the occupational pattern was the same as
that in Boston.

In 1850, Springfield had 266 blacks, most of whom were

under 50 years of age.

6^ Walker,
6'^

According to the Springfield City Directory for

David, Ap peal in Four Articles

,

Boston, 1830, p. 25.

Boston Directory, 1847-1848, pp. 230-232.

66

that year, their occupational distribution was "4 farmers,
1

saloon keeper, 6 barbers, 14 waiters and cooks,

1

shoemaker, and 38 general laborers.

2

ministers,

domestic servants,

5

There appears to have been no

shortage of employment for blacks as long as they remained in the relatively few and menial occupational categories to which they were relegated.

Absent were black professionals or skilled workers.

Berkshire County, which includes all the towns and villages in the
far western part of the state, contained 1278 blacks in 1840, most of

whom lived in Pittsfield, Sheffield, Great Barrington, and Williams town. 66
Pittsfield's tax records of the early nineteenth century indicate that
free blacks in the western part of the community owned property such as
land, buildings arid livestock, and they also paid the ministers tax as

well as the personal tax.

But the city directories for these towns

list most blacks as employed in menial jobs such as laborers, cooks and

domestic servants.

Excluding the Reverend Samuel Harrison, pastor of the

Black Second Congregational Church, there were no other clack proressicnais in Pittsfield.

In the town of Lee, south of Pittsfield, a black

named John Bottumley is listed as a paper manufacturer; and a number of
others are registered as farmers, such as Samuel Parker of Pittsfield,

Sprin gfield City Directory
r

r
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,
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Agrippa Hull of Stockbridge and the Burghardts
of Great Barrington. 68
Most blacks in this region had difficulty advancing
beyond the

unskilled positions because of white prejudice.
une black minister,

in 1877, Samuel Harrison,

lamented that he "never knew but one lady (white) who

would teach colored girls dressmaking." 8 ^
i-oi

most blacks in the Commonwealth, discrimination on the job was

compounded by segregated housing.

Because of their low incomes and

white prejudice, blacks were mainly confined to the most undesirable
living quarters in the towns.

Most of Boston's blacks lived in two

neighborhoods dubbed by whites as "Nigger Hill" and "New Guinea".

Only

blacks who served white families as domestics lived in better communities.

Ten black servants were in each of the city's 13 wards by 1855,

with 50 or more blacks in eight wards 70 (see Maps

2

and 3).

"Nigger Hill" was located on the North side of Beacon Kill, in Ward
7,

and contained more than half of the city's black population.

Thirty-

five percent of the city's 178 black children under ten years of age

resided there.

Elack family life in this community revealed the ravages

of racism as the census figures clearly show.

In 1850, "Nigger Hill"

had 12 per cent of blacks over age 20 living alone.

The ward was home to

282 couples of which 92 were childless; and females headed 19 per cent

of the 251 families with children under 16 years of age.

63 Haskins

Five males

John, Pittsfield Directory 1868, 1869; Berkshire County
Directory 1872, 1874; and the P ittsfield Sun Vital Records 1800-1845.
,

,

,

80
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Axtell, 1377, p. 34.

70 City of Boston "Census Statistics, 1855-65", II, p. 181.
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noaded single parent households.

The ward had 292 children at a rate
of

1.6 children per family with children.

Twenty-one per cent were in

female headed households, at a rate of 1.9 per
family.

Fourteen more

children lived in single male parent households at the
rate ot 2.8 per
family.

The average number of children for all "Nigger Hill"
black

families was 1.2 children per family. 7 ^
Vice hurt the potential of blacks in this section.

suggested by the

Prostitution is

that in 1846 "16 widows lived on 'Nigaer Hill's

i.act

Southac Street without a listed means of support.
lived witn tw o of the Hill's washerwomen and
T

2

1

Five of these women

laborers over a grocery

store." 72

Apparently, white men came into the neighborhood at night to buy
the servi.ces of these women, because a black lamented in the following

letter to the editor of The Liberator:
Eut still we find a strong connection exists between our
Colored women and white men, which has created all the
riots
tnis place.
A few nights be rore tne assault
was committed on the men who vrere much injured no doubt
part of that gang had some of our colored girls who were
as respectable in the community of color as those of a
brighter hue in another circle but who through the influence cf a number of white profligates, have been made
fit subjects for some house of refuge... They will not
marry our Colored women, nor be seen with them in the
day time; but at night they are to be found at all the
corners and in all the lanes of the city. The darkness
of night covers all distinctions.

m

,

71
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ine evening act i v ities at the Hill's
cosmopolitan mixture of bars,

'

sailor's dance halls and low boarding houses which
became known as

a

horrid sink of pollution" were constantly of special
concern to the
police

'

"*

.

Those blacks net living in white households or in "Nigger Hill"

resided in "New Guinea"

,

the name given to the black neighborhood near

the wharves at the extreme northern tip of the north end, opposite

Charlestown (see Map 3).

This was a very transient and unstable com-

munity, not oriented toward family life. 75

was composed mainly of male fugitives.

Between 1830 and 1840, it

In 1840, 582 black males lived

among 111 black families; and of the males, 403 were between the ages of
24 to 36 years.

Additional evidence of the effects of racism, and poverty on Boston's
black’ population is found in the prison statistics.

In 1840, 15 per

cent of the city's blacks were in the house of correction.

Boston's

blacKs contriouted 29v criminals or 8.9 per cent of the total criminals
And 18.4 per cent

when they comprised 2.3 per cent of the population.

of the blacks over 16 years were in the house of correction.

77

In Salem, the black inhabitants were confined to "Roast Meat Hill",

situated at the mouth cf the city's turnpike and separated by

7/1

75
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from white residences.

William Bentley, Salem's renowned pastor and

diarist, described the area as lacking fence, wood,
and "destitute of

every accommodation; a typical hut was ten feet square and
of one room."
In the 1820's, this "Negro town" had a hundred huts
and four or five

"Negro houses" containing fifty to sixty "inmates". 78
Roast Meat Hill

was often called "Knocker's Hole" because of the

incessant noise of ships and shipbuilding.

In 1842, twenty of the

seventy-one blacks listed in the "Colored Section" of the city directory were sailors, a third more than were listed five years earlier. 78

Black hemes were subject to outrage and insult.

Twice in 1793, whites

cleared "Roast Meat Hill" of disagreeable inhabitants, expelling at
least one hundred blacks.

An effort to repair a black's hut resulted in

a night raid that ruined the building.

Blacks attempting to move from

the Hill met instant resistance; "Their buildings proving invariably

ar.

injury to the neighborhood, depreciating property, dispersing all the
on

good tenants and subjecting the persons near to every interruption."''"
In Springfield, Worcester, Pittsfield and other large towns in the

western part of Massachusetts, the number of blacks was smaller, but
they were still segregated from the whites.

Springfield's blacks

resided primarily in two sections of the city during the raddle of the

nineteenth century.

7“

The area on the Hill, east of the business dis-

Bentley, William, The Diary cf William Bentle y, D. l>., Pastor or r.ne
IV,
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trict, was called "Hayti" or "Jamaica"

blacks in the city.

,

and contained one third of all

The rest of the blacks lived in an area near
the

south end of town (see Map 4).

In the 1850's, there was a gradual move

of blacks from the Hill community to the south end area,
since transportation to and from work was more accessible there.
In most of the towns in the western counties, whites showed
a great-

er tolerance toward blacks than was the case in Boston, Salem or New
BedIn Springfield, Worcester and Pittsfield, some white families were

usually interspersed among blacks in neighborhoods clearly defined as
"colored"

Segregation in White Churches

During the colonial period, both slaves and free blacks attended

white churches, but were restricted to

a

gallery called the "negro pew".

With the demise of slavery, many churches discontinued this practice and
uIjlOWgiu

wxacks

,

wu'iuiuiiy servants,

to sit

m

the family pews.

But fee

the majority of free blacks attending white churches, the "negro pew"

remained the only seat in the house.

Because of the independent nature

of churches in Massachusetts, the acceptance of black worshippers often

varied from town to town.

But throughout the state, anti-black preju-

dices generally dictated an inferior status for black church members.
In Boston, John Daniels reported that "social and legal aiscrimina82
ticn still limited Negro privileges in the Park Street. Church in 1830."
1

81
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,

,

75

Occasionally, blacks acquired white pews in payment of
debts, as did a

Boston black, who first intended to sell it, and then decided
to occupy
it with his family.

The church fathers, learning of his intentions,

immediately warned him not to use the pew and suggested that he and
his
family confine themselves to those seats reserved for blacks in the upper
gallery.

When the black, ignoring the warning, entered church the fol-

lowing Sunday, he was barred from his pew by a constable.

suaded him to sell the pew.

This per-

In the town of Randolph, a black won a

legal suit against persons who had forced him from his pew in the local

baptist church.

But constant harassment, including the removal of his

chair and a pitch- and- tar covering of his pew area, forced him to look
for another church. 83

To protect themselves against such incidents, some

churches and individuals wrote into pew deeds a restriction confining any

transfer to respectable white persons.

Such was the case in Pittsfield,

where Rev. Samuel Harrison, a black minister, recalled a church "where
in the deed it is recorded that if a pew-hoiaer permits
.

.

.

to sit in his pew, the holder forfeits his right to it."

a

coiorea person

84

In Salem, similar practices of discrimination prevailed.

Blacks

were sent aloft to "Nigger Heaven" or restricted to a "negro pew".

Reverend Bentley reported that often during revivals, blacks were given
separate evening sermcns.

In 1819, Bentley criticized this practice,

saying that to gather "them in the night is to favor all their bad
habits, to take them from their families in the only hours they have
1

83
84
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together, and to oblige the worst domestic neglect
from which they
suffer.

"

At these evening services, blacks received a
different message

because Bentley adds that "with our congregations they
have the

sauna

lessons, they see our manners and all our prosperity and
hopes of
society.
•

.,85

In i836, Frederick Douglass, a fugitive slave from Maryland,
attend-

ed a New Eedford Methodist church, but was ushered to a separate seat
apart from the whites.

After whites took communion, the minister invit-

ed black members to partake of the Lord’s Supper, and Douglass commented
sadly:

invited.

"The colored members - poor, slavish souls - went forward as
I

went out

,

and have never been in that church since." 86

Despite this atmosphere of prejudice, many blacks continued attending white churches for several reasons.

Since most small towns con-

tained only a few blacks, white churches remained the only source of
spiritual guidance.

In the larger towns where black churches were estab-

lished, some blacks continued worsnipping with whites oecause or their

admiration for the minister, or because of the friendly relations they
Other blacks, particularly those with mid-

enjoyed with other members.

dle class ambitions, preferred white churches because of the advantages

they afforded their members.

Apparently, church membership for whites

as well as blacks, possessed great social and spiritual importance.

And

for some blacks, membership in a white church, however proscribed, was

8d
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,

II, op.

cit
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not to be given up lightly. 87

Discrimination in Schools and Lyceums and Public Facilities

Prior to the establishment of separate black schools, a few blacks

attended the public schools, but they were generally kept apart from the
white children.

It is difficult to determine the number of blacks who

were admitted to regular schools because school committee records do not

contain such data.
He law or constitutional provision barred blacks from the public

schools, but local school committees apparently possessed the authority
to assign pupils to their various schools.

In 1846, the Boston Primary

School Committee reminded the black petitioners of this fact:
Ho one, we presume, will claim that either
Colored or White children have the right to
go to any of the public schools which they
On the conor their parents may choose.
trary, no child has the right of admission
The classificato any particular school.
tion and proper distribution of the scholars
is by law intrusted to the Committee and
they are to perform the duty according to
ftp
their best judgement. 00
,

Though theoretically possessing equal school rights, only a few

black children took advantage of this right, as the Committee reports:
since,
"So long ago, at least, as 1795, or 1800, and at various times

children who were
down to as late a period as 1810 or 1812, all Colored

Daniels, o£. cit

.

,
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disposed to do so, attended the same schools with the white
children...
But very iew wej.e willing to avail themselves of this
privilege."®^
lhe most common explanation for the virtual absence of
blacks in Boston's

public scnoois is that tney suffered racist insults and ridicule, often
from .eachers and students alike.

Alexis De Tocqueville commented that

in Massachusetts the blacks have the rights of citizenship

vote in elections.

,

they may

But the prejudice is so strong that it is impossible

to receive their children in the schools."

Hosea Easton, one of Bos-

ton's two black ministers, described this form of abuse in 1837.

The

threat that the "old nigger will carry you off" or being "worse than a
little nigger" served as discipline for young white children.

Teachers

sent uncooperative pupils to the "nigger seat" and told them "they will
be poor or ignorant as a nigger, or have no more credit than

a

nigger".

Describing how white children drove black children away from the common,
Wendell Phillips wrote:

"There were two ways to get rid of arrogant

young Negroes, you stoned them, or if that failed, you simply kicked the
Negro in the shin and waited for his nose to bleed."

91

The accommodation of black pupils in public schools varied from

town to town.

In Cambridgeport

,

William C. Nell, black author and spokes-

man for the Equal School Bights Committee, found "colored boys and girls
seated, not in Liberia Pews, but classified with those not colored, like

HM
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themselves, and all without the least apparent sign that
such a spectacle
was otherwise than ordinary." 92

Contrary to the Boston Primary School Committee's claim that blacks
were never excluded from public schools because of their race, several

black parents living in white neighborhoods were denied the right to send
their children to the schools nearest their homes (see Maps

2

and 3).

As late as 1852, a black parent living in East Boston "petitioned to be

allowed to send his children to the Chapman School, urging as a prominent
reason the expense of the ferry (his children had to use to get to the

African School on Belknap Street).

The Board did not grant his petition,

but procurred a free pass for the children at the ferry.

9^

Another ex-

ample is that of a Mr. Brown, a black living on Commercial Street, whose

children were barred from their neighborhood school and forced to atr.end
(see Appendix C)

the Smith (African) School
the children of a

Mar.

St.

A third instance is that of

Pierre, who lived near the Roxbury line, who,

after becoming qualified for admission to
by the teacher.

.

a

grammar scnooi, were reiu*eu

94

In Salem, the pattern of discrimination was the same.

By the 1790's

the town supported four "women's schools" where a female teacher taught

reading to children age four to seven; four "writing schools" where boys
seven to thirteen learned writing and recited hymns and biblical psalms;
and

a cirammar

school where older boys studied Latin and Greek.
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ins to Bentley, blacks attended writing schools and
occasionally one was
quite proficient.

In the Writing Center School, Bentley wrote,
"There

was a Negro named Titus Augustus, who read

&

showed writings equal to any

of them, & there was another African as Stupid as
the worst of them." 95

No blacks were listed among the grammar school pupils,
adds Bentley,

because "a sort of furious expression of public feeling" kept them
out of
that school. 96

Blacks in New Bedford were admitted to the public schools but

teachers made them sit by themselves and used supportive punishment by

forcing white pupils to "sit with the nigger".

In 1846, New Bedford

school committeemen noted: "instances... where parents have sent to
teachers a request that their child should not be required to sit with a

colored child. 9 ^
Lynn, there was a little black girl named Caroline,

9

years old,

who had attended a private school in the town for four years.

According

‘In

to her teacher, sne was "remarkable for ner diligence

cu-.u

being equal, if not superior to the whites of her age."

improvement
She was so good

and respectable in her conduct that the neighbors preferred to leave

their children in her care, rather than send them to white children.
Thus, the parents of her white school mates became jealous of her and

threatened to take their children out of the school unless Caroline was

OC
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,

diary
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dismissed.

Caroline's mother approached the complaining white
parents

but got no satisfaction, and Caroline had to leave
the school. 98

Black children in Worcester attended the public schools
before the

establishment of the African School in 1832; but they also suffered
abuse, as noted by a city resident:

"They were subjected to fits of

jealousy, complained of being neglected, and white parents complained
of
the arrangements as disagreeable to themselves and their children.
In 1832, Worcester relented when black public school attendance prompted
a demand for a separate black school:

This school from which the Colored children
were removed (is) entirely satisfactory. The
only objection to sending (pupils) to the
school being removed. As it regards the
colored children there can be little
doubt that they are in a better situation,
and it is not known to the Board that their
parents have made any complaints about the
separation; several of them were consulted
before the school was opened, and expressed
their entire approval of the plan. 10 ^

However

in 1840, most cf the approximately 1,000 black children scattered

,

throughout the state in towns without a black school experienced the
"nigger seat". 101
In most of the major towns, where the public so desired, lyceums

were formed with the announced purpose
to improve the mind, and social intercourse, by the study of worthwhile sub-

98

rpV> es

T

MrsTf

-J

IQ.

Q32

_

Report of a Special Committee of the Grammar School
Board, City Document No. 42, Boston, 1849, p. 57

99 Bigelow
gelow et.

100
101

al.

Worcester Spy

,

May 16, 1832.

Chickering, op. cit

.

,

pp.

130-149.

,

,

,

82

jects, to use old library facilities and
create new ones, to encourage and assist
academies to raise the character of public schools, to compile materials for
local history, and to make agricultural
and geological surveys.
,

The lyceum was a vital instrument of public education and enlightenment,

but blacks were often barred from participation, either as spectators or

participants

.

In Boston, William C. Nell lamented that "large audiences

have been thrown almost into spasms by the presence of one Colored man
in theii midst; and, on one occasion.

man and two ladies.

.

.

a mob grossly insulted" a black

In New Bedford, where blacks shared lyceum privi-

leges in common with whites, an attempt was made to prescribe the black

patrons.

Senator Charles Sumner and Transcendentalist Ralph Waldo Emer-

son, the two announced speakers, learning of this persecution, decided

not to give their lectures.

In Lynn, the white patrons of the town

Lyceum raised considerable opposition to an announced lecture by Charles
L.

Remond, the famous black abolitionist

^° 3
.

Until 1860, restaurants, hotels and theaters in the state often

excluded blacks, while amusement parks helped perpetuate prejudice through
constant caricature and ridicule.

And according to Easton, "Many of the

popular book stores, in commercial towns and cities, have their showdeformwindews lined with... Cuts and placards descriptive of the negro's
ity... with corresponding broken lingo..."
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transportation, blacks were confined to the "Negro conpartment"
or the
dirt car", and ofren were denied seats altogether.
Cics

The epithet "Jim

became the mere common label for the car reserved for blacks,
"and

Massachusetts has come to nave the dubious distinction of first using the
term with reference to the segregated Negro car." 105
Though many blacks suffered countless insults and embarassments on
the trains, one such incident involving David Ruggles, the black abo-

litionist, deserves elaboration because of the light it sheds on the
status of blacks before the law.

While traveling from New Bedford to

Boscon on the New Bedford and Taunton line on July 6, 1841, David Ruggles
was ordered by a conductor to leave the car in which he was seated.

When

he refused to leave, he was dragged out of the car by the railroad

superintendent and several other company employees and thrown off the
train.

Ruggles brought suit against the company for assault and battery,

and the case was tried on July 19 and 20 in New Bedford before Judge

Henry A. Crapo.

me

;judge

ruieo against Ruggles, arguing tnat uhe rail-

road was the private property of the company, which possessed the right
to dictate where its passengers could sit, and that this company regula-

tion was not forbidden by any existing law in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

1

^

The court's decision in the Ruggles case clearly points out the

method by which blacks in antebellum Massachusetts were denied equal

105
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rights, in the absence of a definitive
constitutional or legislative

sanction for the separation of the races.

Though the Constitution of

1760 and acts of the General Court did not
provide for

a

system of segrega-

tion, tney wefe ambiguous enough to allow institutional
policies based on

anti-black public sentiment to limit the rights and privileges
of black
citizens.

Perhaps the best summary of this prejudice was offered by

Lydia Maria Child, the prominent author and abolitionist, who
charged

that

our prejudice against Colored people is even more inveterate than

it is i n the Soutn.

The planter is often attached to his Negroes, and

lavishes caresses and kind words upon them, as he would on a favorite
hound; but our cold-hearted, ignoble prejudice admits of no exceptionno intermission.

Free blacks in Massachusetts remained politically, economically, and

socially restricted.

Unlike indentured servants who, once freed, became

respected members of the community, free blacks, because of their color,

continued in an inferior social status, even though they had assimilated
the culture of their former masters.

Though permitted to stay

ir.

the

same localities after emancipation, blacks were denied equal opportunities
in employment, in the political arena, in the schools, the churches and

other social institutions.

Their freedom gave rise to a caste system

which was based on their color and former status as slaves.
a

Under such

system their opportunities for education and self improvement were

never equal to those of the whites.

Though this system did not complete-

ly snuff out their desire and ability to advance, it recognized promising

107
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and prominent blacks as good "colored" people as opposed to good people,

and restricted their activity to the black community.

In spite of their

intellect, morals, or respectable standing in the community, blacks were

primarily judged by their color.

And people with black skins were not

expected to advance beyond the limits set by the social system.

Growing

up in such a society, black children, long before entering any school

house with its ideals and platitudes, had internalized some of the

negative self-concepts which the caste system produced and perpetuated.

CHAPTER

III

THE RISE OF BLACK SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS:

A REACTION TO WHITE RACISM

Before the turn of the nineteenth century free blacks in Massachusetts began creating their own separate social organizations and instituThese institutions may be viewed as an outgrowth of the racism

tions.

blacks encountered in schools, churches, and public facilities of the
Commonwealth.

They were also a reaction to the general insecurity,

poverty, and powerlessness of free blacks and represent an earnest
The separate "African" churches,

attempt toward self improvement.

schools and lodges provided blacks opportunities for education and enlightenment,

arid

gave them valuable experience in organizing and leading

their own communities.

Boston'

s

African Lodge and African Baptist Church

In Boston, social organization among blacks began in 1784 with the
f r f teen

formation of a Masonic ledge wrth

members.

The African Lodge

was the first, either white or black, established in the United States

under

charter from the Masonic body in England.

a

The founder of the

\

»

heads oi
African Ledge was Prince Hall, one of the small number of black

families listed in the federal census of 1790.

English
Prince Hall was born probably in 1748, the son of an
5
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years of age, he worked his way from Bridgetown, the capitol
of the island, to Boston.

by

c.he

Upon arriving in Massachusetts, he was quickly impressed

lowly condition of the black people, their lack of opportunity,
and

the indignities they suffered from; and he decided to contribute his

talents to their general advancement.

He was physically small and of

refined features and bearing, and would hardly seem to have adapted to
the leadership of uneducated people in such difficult days; but he posses-

sed great moral force and the power to win the allegiance of men.

He

served in the Revolutionary War and became a Methodist minister in Cam-

bridge afterwards, where he took a positive stand on all questions

relating to freedom and equality before the law.
In 1775, after vain attempts to obtain recognition from the American

Masonic bodies, Hall and fourteen of his black brothers were initiated
in a British Army lodge attached to a regiment stationed near Boston.
On March 2,

1784, these men applied to the Grand Lodge of England for a

warrant, ana one was issuea to tne
Hall as master, September 29, 1784.

African Lodge, No.

,

with Prince

Numerous delays befell the warrant,

however, so that it was not actually received before April 29, 1787.
The lodge was then duly organized on May 6, and from this beginning

m

developed the idea of Masonry among blacks

America.

2

However, the African Lodge faced criticism by whites, because in
in geome1790, Jeremy Belknap noted that "white masons not more skilled

charged:
try, will not acknowledge them"; and whites hypocritically

The

if known, would
blacks were made clandestinely in the first place, which,

2

Brawley, E arly Negro American Writers

,

p.
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have prevented them from receiving a charter."

countercharged,

Consequently, Belknap

but this inquiry would not have been made about white

lodges, many of which have not conformed to the rules of Masonry.

cruth is, they are ashamed of being on equality with blacks."

The

To ease

white suspicions, Hall informed them in 1799 that "care is taken that
none but of good moral character are admitted." 3

In a speech to his

Lodge in 1797, Kail bolstered the confidence of his brethren:
My brethren, let us not be cast down
under these and many other abuses we
at present are laboring under, - for
the darkest hour is just before the
break of day. My brethren, let us
remember what a dark day it was with
our African brethren, six years ago,
Nothing
in the French West Indies.
but the snap of the whip was heard,
from morning to evening. Hanging,
breaking on the wheel, burning, and
all manner of tortures, were inflicted
But, blessed
on those unhappy people.
They
be God, the scene is changed.
now confess that God hath no respect
of persons, and therefore, receive
mem as meir friends and treat them
Thus doch Ethiopia stretch
as brothers.
forth her hand from slavery, to freedom
and equality. 4

Hall joined the campaign against the slave trade in Massachusetts.
of black seamen
In 1768, public indignation was aroused by the kidnapping

for sale in the West Indies.

Jeremy Belknap led whites in a petition

3oston blacks, organized by Hall, offered a petition

against the trade.

in alliance with Belknap:

3

Belknap, "Dr. Belknap's Answer", p. 210.

4

Brawley, o£. cit

.

,

p.

99.

To the Honorable the Senit and House
of Riprisentetives of the comon Welth
of Massachsetts bay in general court
assembled February 27 1788:
The Petition of greet Number of Blacks
freemen of this common Welth Humbly
sheweth that your Petetioners are
justly Allarmed at the enhuman of Boston lately Receved; The captain under
a pertence that his vessel was in destres on an Island belo in this Hearber
haven got them on bord put them in
irons and carred them of, from their
Wives & children to be sold for slaves;
This being the unhappy state of these
poor men What can your Petetioners expect but to be treeted in the same manner by the same sort of men; What then
are our lives and Liberties worth if
they may be taken a way in shuch a
cruel & unjust manner as these; May it
pleas your Honnors, we are not uncensebel that the good Laws of this State
forbedes all such base axones: Notwithstanding we can aseuer your Honnors that
Maney of our free blacks that have
Entred on bord of vessels as seamen and
have been sold for Slaves & sum of them
we have heard from but no not who carred
them away; Hence is it that maney of us
who are good seamen are oblidge to stay
at home thru fear and the one help of our
uime lorter about the streets for want
of employ;
In 1796, Prince Hall led forty-four blacks, including Richard Allen,

founder of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, to establish the
This Association pledged:

African Benevolent Society.

Behaving ourselves... as true and faithful
citizens of the coiimonwealth in which we
live, and that we take no one into the
society who shall commit any injustice or

5
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outrage against the laws of their country.^

1

kail

s

actions intimidated some whites, for the society was destroved

8
by the 1800 Bulfmch Decree expelling most of its members from the
state,

including Richard Allen (see Appendix B). 7
The African Lodge survived and became the focal point of black

leadership in Massachusetts.
the Lodge after Hc^ll died.

Scipio Dalton carried on the tradition of
Dalton, an affluent black with houses in Cam-

bridge and on Belknap Street, led the organization through leOO

.

Social organization among Boston blacks was further advanced by the

founding of the first black church, originally called the African MeetingPreviously, blacks had attended the same churches as

Kouse, in 1805.

whites, where they were generally segregated from the rest of the congre-

gation in galleries called "negro pews".

This practice which began in

the days of slavery, continued long after the demise of that unpopular

But apparently, it was not discrimination alone which

institution.

prompted the building of this church, but the incrtc— of blocks

ai,

an

element in the population and the growth of a community of interest among

them also led to its formation (see Table VII)

9
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Table VII

Negro Population of Boston
1800-1860a

Total Negro

Per Cent
Total Pop.

Per Cent
Negro Pop.

Pop.

1800

1,174

4.70

1810

1,466

4.34

1820

1,690

3.90

1830

1,875

3.05

372

19.84

1840

2,427

2.59

416

17.14

1850

2,085

1.50

1855

2,160

1.34

461b

21.34b

1860

2,284

1.28

344

15.06

a.

By census definition, "Negro" included ir.ulattoes and Indians.

b.

This is an estimate based on the assumption that Negro youth,
ages 0-10, to white youth, ages 0-10, was proportionate to the
ratio between Negroes and whites in the whole population. The
figures available for 1855 are for Suffolk County as a whole,
but, as Boston's population accounted for 160,490 out of the
171,841 total population of the country, this estimate is
reasonably accurate.

Source:

The Culture Factory: Boston Public
Schultz, Stanley,
Schools, 1789-1860 New York, Oxford University Press,
1973, p. 189.
,

.

Under
Age 10

Year

^
92

two ways aside from their religious life.

First of all, the fact that it

was located in the West End attracted blacks from other sections of the
city to that community.

And secondly, by providing blacks with the only

commodious meeting place of their own, it naturally became their main

rallying point, not only for religious purposes, but for civic issues as
well.

Thus, the new church did much to promote their general group

development.

^

The founder and pastor of the African Baptist Church was Thomas
Paul, who at this point was beginning a great career as a minister, master

teacher, master mascn, and community leader.

William Bentley, the Salem

diarist, described a service conducted by Paul in May, 1818:
The crowd was therefore great, the
house full and overflowing. Many
could not enter. He discovered no
reach of power but great solemnity
He gave the tale of the
of manner.
Woman of Canaan pleading for har
He impressed the audidaughter.
ence with a regard to his sincerity and many with a sense of his
talents.

Another observer eulogized Paul.
For
He was not an ordinary man.
without the advantages of a good
education, he became a distinguished
preacher... We have heard him
preach to an audience of more than
one thousand persons, when he seems
to command of their feelings for
an hour together... Genuine revival
of religion occurred under his ministry.

^
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.aul joined the Masons in 1821 and was elected, initiated,
crafted,
and raised to the degree of Master Mason in one evening.

The Mason

meeting room was then moved to Paul's church on Belknap Street.
ne^er acnieving the title of Grand Master, Paul was
the African Lodge.

the:

Though

real force behind

Thus, Paul's African Baptist Church became the focal

point for black religious and social activity; and beginning in 1808, it
housed the African School in part of its basement.^-2

Boston's Separate Black Schools

The efforts of Boston's blacks to obtain equal educational rights

began in the late eighteenth century.

The movement began with a petition

to the state legislature dated October 17, 1787.

The central figure

This demand for equal educational

behind this petition was Prince Kail.

facilities, the first of its kind drafted by Afro-Americans, reads in
part;
of blacks,
The petition of a. great
sheweth,
humbly
Commonwealth,
freemen of this
with
in
common
held
that your petitioners are
Commonwealth
other freemen of this town and
and have never been backward in paying our
proportionate part of the burdens under which
they have, or may labor under; and as we are
willing to pay our equal part of these burdens,
we are of the humble opinion that we have the
right to enjoy the privileges of free men...
we beg leave to mention one out of many , and
that is of the education of our children which
now receive r.o benefit from the free schools
in the town of Boston... We therefore, must
fear for our rising offspring to see them in

Ed.,
12 Cathiciat, William, "Paul, Reverend Thomas", in Cathiciat, W.
18S1) , Vol. II,
The Baptist E ncyclopedia (2 Vols. Philadelphia,
175.
p.
p. 889; also see White, op. cit
,

,

.

,
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ignorance in a land of gospel
is provision made for them as
and yet can't enjoy them, and
reason can be given this they

light when there
well as others
for not other
are black... 13

The legislature tabled the petition without answer.

Getting no support

ir °m the legislature and faced with mounting
prejudice in the district

schools, blacks decided to establish a separate school.
The first,

of Primus Hall.

colored" school in Boston was opened in 1793 in the home

Known to Bostonians as an excellent soapboiler, Hall

had served in the Revolutionary War as the body servant of Colonel Pickering.

He earned the distinction of being the only black or white sol-

dier to have shared a bunk with General George Washington, Commander-inChief of the American forces.
As an advocate of tax supported schools for blacks, Hall reflected

the zeal for education that had pervaded the traditions of Massachusetts

since the founding of the colony.

In 1798, Hall and his small group of

followers obtained the permission of the selectmen to open a private
school, but the city would not allocate any funds for its support.

The

school, located near the corner of George and May Streets, was funded
The

primarily by black parents with assistance from sympathetic whites.

teacher, Mr. Elisha Sylvester, a white man, was hired by blacks to con-

duct the school, which he taught for only three months.

But the school

continued with some interruptions at the same location until about 1806,

principally supported by benevolent whites.

13 "Petition from Prince pall et al
14 Nell, Colored Patriots, pp.

.

,

29-32.

The teachers who succeeded

1787", in Aptheker, op

.

cit

.

,

p.

19.

.
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Sylvester were Messrs. Brown and Williams, both
from Harvard College. 15
In 1800, blacks again formally requested the
establishment of a

tax supported public school for their children.

The petition, signed by

sixr_y-six bxacks, was presented to the school committee,
which referred

it to a sub-committee consisting of Dr. Aaron Dexter,
Mr. Arnold Welles,
Rev. John T. Kirkland, Rev. William Emerson and Mr. Joshua
Quincy, who

approved it.

The School Committee then placed the petition before a

special town meeting where it w as refused after some discussion. 1 ^
?

In 1806, Reverend Thomas Paul was attracted to the black school

movement.

He had been raising money to build a church, and merged

efforts with other blacks interested in the school.

Paul helped influence

several affluent Boston citizens including Massachusetts Supreme Court

Chief Justice Parsons, Lieutenant Governor John Phillips, father of

Wendell Phillips, the abolitionist, Abiel

Arnith,

the wealthy "Merchant

Prince", and seven others to contribute one hundred dollars each for a

building lo house a black school and church.

In agreeing to support the

endeavor, the group stipulated that as a condition of their donation, the
entire basement of the building was to be used as a school "for colored

youth of Boston of all religious denominations."

17

In spite of the agreement with the donors and objections from some

black parents, Paul decided that only part of the basement should be used

15

16
17
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for a school.

He preferred to rent the remaining space
for dwelling and

meeting rooms to assure financial support for his
church.

Primus Hail's

committee of black parents conceded to Paul's preference,
but the controversy delayed the opening of the school until
1808, two years after the

dedication of the church.^-®
ti tting ^he basement room for a school proved an expensive
ef-

fort.

The black committeemen raised $500 which included $200 from black

seamen, $88 from "Nigger Hill" blacks, and $115 from black committeemen.
In addition. Primus Hall, Simon Vassall and Earbadoes lathed and plas-

tered the room which received its first pupils in 1808.

The white phil-

anthropists continued paying for instruction.^
Elack parents next induced the city to take over the school.

In

1812, the selectmen agreed to grant $200 toward the expenses of the

The remaining $300 needed to cover the school's expenses

school.

v/as

the

responsibility of the school's supporters, and black parents who could
afrord to pay 12.5 cents per week for eacn scnooi cniia.~"
Thus, Boston's black community had succeeded in gaining public sup-

port for an all black school, taught by black instructors.

The strong

urgings of blacks for a separate school had convinced the School Committee
to make official the policy of supporting racially segregated schools.

No

law requiring segregated schools existed, and none would be passed in the

18

-

1D1Q

.

i

Childs, "The African School House, October 11, 1833", in Boston School
Committee Minutes, 1815-1836, pp. 401-402.
20

Crowell et

.

al

.
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cit

.

,
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17.
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city.

Nonetheless, de facto segregation would separate
black and white

school children for the next forty-three years.
Prince Saunders, a black, taught the separate
school from 1809 to
1812.

He was a man of intelligence and sophistication,
raised in the

j-amiiy of a lawyer in Thetford, Vermont,

and moved to Boston with the

help of William Ellery Channing,an early nineteenth century
Boston intellectual.

21

Saunders made an important contact that influenced the city

to support the school.

He persuaded Abiel Smith, the white merchant, to

grant a legacy to the city for the support of black education. 22
In 1815, Smith died and against the advice of some of his contempor-

aries, left $5000 that the city

Apply the whole income to the maintenance
and support of school or schools under
their direction, for the instruction of
people of color, meaning Africans and
their descendants either Colored or mixed,
in reading, writing and arithmetic, in
such place, places and manner as said Selectmen shall deem best. 23
The city adopted the legacy and assumed full financial responsibility for

the school.

In 1819, Thomas Paul was selected by the School Committee to

supervise the school and to report quarterly to the board on its condition; and in 1821, an annual sub-committee on the school was appointed.
Mr.

2^

James Waldock, appointed Master of the school in 1818, was voted a

Ibid

.

,

p.

17.

22 Crowell, et.

al

.

,

p.

17.

Report of a Special Committee of the Grammar School
Board, August 29, 1849, Boston, 1849, p. 2C.

23 Bigelow, et.

al.

,
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$400 salary (afterwards increased to $500) a year. 24

He was succeeded in

by John B. Russwurm, a black, who vacated the position in
September,
1324, to enter Bowdoin College in Maine, graduating in 1826, the first

black college graduate in America.

2

His successor was Reverend William

Bascom, who served for ten years, followed by Mr. Abner Forbes. 28
By 1822, the African School attracted 47 pupils, instructed in reading, writing, and arithmetic.

Upon the insistence of Thomas Paul,

Mrs. Waldock, wife of the teacher, was hired as an assistant to teach

pupils the "first rudiments of education, sewing and crafts." 27

Student

attendance was generally good during the warm months, but never as regular and high as in the white public schools.

No specific descriptions of

the curriculum or the quality of student work has been preserved, but the

annual subcommittees reported unfavorably on the work of the school.
The situation of the room is low and confined.
It is hot and stifled in summer and cold in
winter.
But this is not the only or greatest
objection to it. The obnoxious contras c between
the accommodation of the colareo and their
children both as to convenience and the healthfulness seems to your committee to be the
principle of this school being so thinly
The committee cannot but regard this
attended.
distinction both as insidious and unjust. 28
In July,

just two years after the city instituted

1820,

a

system of

primary schools, two black primary schools were established and remained

24 Crowell, et.
2^

28

al .

r*;— J.iin, John

II.

Crowell, et. a l.

p.

,

,

,

18.
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.

,
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p.
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18.

27 City of Boston, T own Records, 1811-1818

28 Childs, c£. cit

,

403.

,

Boston, 1818, p. 232,
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open for several years, but one was closed
because of poor attendance.
"The average number belonging to that school,
for the last six months,

was seventy-three, with an average absence of
thirty-eight and one-third

per

cent."*--'

In 1831, another school for blacks was
opened in the north-

ern section of the city in District No. 1, but it had to
be discontinued
also, due to poor attendance.

Although school committee records and reports do not elaborate on
the curriculum at separate black schools, it is likely that blacks

studied many of the same subjects as white children in public primary and

grammar schools.

By the early nineteenth century, the elementary or

primary school had replaced the old Dame school and the reading and writing schools.

Pupils were instructed in basic reading, writing and the

fundamentals of arithmetic.
religious nature.

Most of the reading material used was of a

The New England Primer

,

referred to as "The Little

Bible of New England", was used in most primary schools.

After students

had mastered the Primer, with ail its moralizing, catechism, religious
poetry,

arid

commandments, they were ready to begin reading the Bible.

The teaching of spelling and reading was improved by the publication of

new texts by Noah Webster and Caleb Bingham.

Webster's famous "blue-

backed" speller had replaced the New England Primer as a school text by
1820.

The teaching of arithmetic was popularized by the publication of

new texts by Nicholas Pike (1788) and Warren Colburn (1821)

.

Caleb

Bingham’s The Young Lady's Accidence (1795) helped popularize English
l

grammar as a common school subject, and Morse's Elements of Geography

29 Crowell, et. al.. p.

18.

100
(1795)

and Goodrich’s A History of the United States (1822) stimulated the

introduction of these subjects into primary schools.
jects were added slowly to most primary schools.

But these new sub-

Separate black schools

v ere probably the last to implement curriculum changes.
In 1835, the African School was transferred to a new building on

Belknap Street.

The new building was called the Smith School, named

after Abiel Smith, the white merchant philanthropist, and cost $7485.61.
The average attendance at this school in 1844 was about fifty- three.

The

Smith School was a grammar school and, as such, required a master, with

a

Thomas Paul, son of the pastor of the African Baptist

college degree.

Church, became the first black Master in 1849.

Ke attended the old

African School and graduated from Dartmouth in 1841, after which he
served as Master Teacher of black schools

ir.

Albany, New York, and Provi-

Speaking of Paul's years at Dartmouth, President

dence, Rhode Island.

Lord wrote in 1845:
This certifies that Mr. Thomas Paul is a
have
graduate oi 1641, at this colxeye.
great pleasure in commending him as a
young gentleman of highly approved moral
character and literary standing. He was
always a diligent, exemplary, and successful student, and secured the confidence
and favor of the college faculty, and his
He is entirely qualified for
fellows.
professional study and is worthy of the
patronage and trust of all with whom he
jl

,

may be connected. 31
in ProviAnd Nathan Bishop, Superintendent of Public Instruction

The School in the_ American
101-2-»S.
Social Order, Boston, Houghton Mifflin, 1963, pp.

3C Edwards, Newton , and Richey, Herman G.
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dence

,

wrote
Mr. Paul, in his capacity of teacher of the

Meeting Street Grammar School for Colored
Children in this city, has awakened in the
minds of his pupils a commendable interest
'in their studies, and has secured a general
cooperation of the parents with his efforts
to improve their children.
Mr. Paul has
managed and instructed our grammar school
for colored children so much better than any
master we have had for that school, that we
should regret to have him leave us. 32

African Schools served a variety of purposes.

Primus Hall's black

committeemen wanted to use them to assure a better place for themselves
and their children.

Hence, they campaigned for black teachers and several

of their members, such as Cyrus Vassall, taught in the city's original

black school.

His successor, Prince Saunders, used three years as

teacher in the school and a year at Dartmouth to convince Christophs,

Emperor of Haiti, that he was qualified to set up a system of Lancasterian education in that country.

John B. P.usswurm headed the school and

Save! enough of his $400 salary to pay for nrs coxlcge cuu>. a Lion a

— ow—

doin.

He was later appointed Governor of Cape Palmas, in southern Liber-

ia.

Thomas Paul used the school to increase has wealth and power in
For nineteen years he received the annual rent from

the black community.

the city for the school room in the basement of the church building.
1322, this amounted to $72.

In

Paul's wife and two daughters served as

assistants to the school; his daughter Susan served in this capacity for

eighteen years.

"3

34

Crowell, et. al
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black parents to send their children to the school.
Joining Mr. Paul as an assistant instructor was Miss
Chole

A.

Lee,

wno had previously served in a similar capacity before
the school’s

renovation and reorganization.

Her preparation included two years of

study at the Normal School in Newton and a private school.
The school rooms

following their renovation

,

possess every desirable comfort and convenience.
Their furniture, fixtures and apparatus, are all of the most approved description; and everything has been done, which a
considerate and liberal forecast could devise, to render the Smith school a source of
pride and blessing to the Young of our Colored
population.
The new Smith School, unlike the African School which it replaced,

offered instruction in a wide variety of subjects for both primary and
grammar school pupils.

The second section of the third chapter of the

city's public school regulations reads:

"The colored population in the

city not being sufficiently numerous to require more than one school,
it has been thought proper to provide in this

(the Smith)

the means of

instruction in all the branches of learning which are taught in the
several orders of the schools for white children.

were to the Smith School (see Map

5)

,

3^

Restricted as they

black pupils received regular

lessons in reading, -writing, and arithmetic; and those who had mastered
these basics could study Latin and Greek grammar, classical poetry and
prose, history, geography, and some science.

Bigelow, et. al
36
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In August, 1836, after only one year of
operation, an examination of

the Smith School found the institution in good
order and

Highly creditable both to the teachers
and pupils. When it is considered that
'these children with their parents, labor under the weight of the prejudices
of the community, and that even in the
liberal arrangements made for their instruction here, this prejudice is apparent... Their proficiency in the studies pursued, and their neat and orderly
appearance, were very striking. The
number in regular attendance is one
hundred, and the city does not afford a
more promising set of children. 37
To augment the meager facilities of the lone black school, blacks

offered additional opportunities for their children's instruction at the

African Church and in private schools.

However, these schools, like the

Smith School, suffered from disruptions and poor attendance, and many

which were advertised were short lived or never materialized.
In 1831, the African Baptist Church conducted a Sabbath School for
a

'•

consj.aerab.Le numoer ol scholars'

1

,

baptized and admitted to the church.

some or wnom became converted and

But attendance declined because

the school was identified too closely with the American Colonization

Society, which encouraged a black exodus to Liberia.

But two years

later, the Little Society of Children, the new name for this Sunday

school, taught by a Mrs. Jaspers, held a meeting at the African Church,

where an address was delivered to them by the pastor.

Her objectives

were "to improve their little minds, both in reading, spelling, and sew-

37

The Liberator, August 27,

1336.

38

The Liberator, Augus

1831.

20,
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ing.

Their entrance fee and assessments are both small..." 39
~n 1832,

another private school for "colored" children was in opera-

tion in Boston.

According to The Liberator

,

The school now contains about thirty children
who are to be supplied with room, books, and
instruction by the charity of individuals.
For the most part, their parents are too poor,
or too careless of the advantages of education, to procure it for them.
To this there
are some honorable exceptions.
One person
among them has already contributed ten dollars
within the three weeks which the School has
existed.
The above description was included in a letter to The Liberator

,

signed

only by the initial "J", but did not give the location of the school.

Instruction as well as books were supplied free.

Among the numerous announcements of new private schools for blacks
in The Liberator was the following "notice to the Colored Youth in Bos-

ton of both sexes:
An evening school will be opened in this
Cicy for instruction in reading, writing,
arithmetic and C. That portion of the
Colored population who may wish to attend
will please to leave their names with the
Editor of the Liberator. School to commense
as soon as a sufficient number of scholars
Terms low-Please apply soon."
are obtained.
In October, 1831, a Mr. Pulaski W. Flanders announced his plans to

open an evening school for "Colored ladies and gentlemen".
tisement reads:

The Liberator

,

July 20, 1837.

40 The Liberator, June 16, 1832.
41 Ibid., September 24, 1831.

The adver-
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A good opportunity to obtain instruction is
now presented to those of our colored youth
in this city, who desire to make intelligent
and useful men and women. We can recommend
the gentleman who advertises a school in our
paper, as a good teacher and one who feels a
deep interest in the improvement of the
Colored population. 42
It is not known whether these schools ever materialized.
In addition to the private schools, other organizations were created

by blacks for their mutual advancement.

In July, 1833, blacks formed a

society for mutual improvement, called the Boston Mutual Lyceum, which

organized classes in reading, writing, arithmetic and crafts.
lyceun also included a library cabinet of natural history and

The
a

room for

After operating for only two weeks the association,

cabinet meetings.

reports The Liberator

,

greatly increased its members, and has already produced results truly astonishing.
They have already collected specimens of
minerals, and other natural productions,
and what is still more interesting, of
It
their own ingenuity ana improvement.
improvehas also added to the numbers and
ment of the pupils in the primary schools
for Colored children. 4 ^

Other black associations in Boston included the Colored Young Men's

Debating Society, the Afro-American Female Intelligence Society, and the
local chapter of the American Union For the Relief and Improvement of
of more
the Colored Race, formed July 14, 1835 in Boston by a convention

than 100 men.

me wmerai

and
By this time, Boston African Society founded in 1796

woiourec associaucn or Massacnuseits

42 Ibid., October 1, 1831.
43

The Liberator

,

July 20, 1833.

,
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were devoting their efforts to the anti-slavery
cause. 44
These educational endeavors amply testify to
the vitality of Boston's

black population.

Blessed with a large and dynamic group of leaders,

bracks consistehtiy worked towaro unity to overcome
their relative

powerlessness in the society at large.

Through their schools, churches

and associations, blacks educated themselves and spoke out
against north-

ern racism and slavery in the South.

In this regard, they laid the

foundations of the abolitionists movement, and provided that crusade with
able black leaders, spokesmen and loyal supporters.

Salem' s Black Schools and Associations

In 1840, Salem's 291 blacks, including about twenty seamen, were

living on "Roast Meat Hill", the city's black ghetto.
was officially recorded as a servant. 46

In 1842, no black

Bentley, in 1818, had claimed

that "we have very few domestic Negroes in New England because they were

useful only as they were bred
them." 46

i*i

icufiilies or

brought huacuiaLdy to

Nonetheless, in 1826, the master of the "African" school had

—

listed eleven students, one just twelve years old, as servants.

47

As

late as 1842, Salem had no black doctors, lawyers, ministers, or teachers,
the teacher of the African School being a white man.

44 Ibid

i

.

,

January

7,

Twenty-six blacks,

1833; March 28, 1835 and October 5, 1835.

45 Chickering, op. cit

.

,

p.

113; Salem Directory

,

1842, pp. 101-102.

46

Bentley, Dia r y-IV , pp. 506-507.
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including fourteen women, listed no occupations
in the city directory. 48
Social organization among the city’s blacks began
in 1805 with the

founding of the African Society, which attracted as
many as eighty men
and women to its functions.

Often they paraded with musical instruments

at weddings and funerals, and marched on the anniversaries
of the aboli-

tion of slavery by European countries.

Sometimes they traded delegations

with the more well known and respected Boston African Society.

Reverend

Bentley remarked how "clean" the members at Salem's African Society
were, and how they "lacked an awkward manner" when performing the rites
for deceased comrades.

He rated them "favorable to the hopes of civil

society", the "best of the blacks in New England." 49
This association helped to politicize the black community.

First

the Federalist and then other political parties sought the black vote.

At least four black leaders, including John Remond, father of the famous

abolitionist orator Charles Lenox Remond, and Robert Morris, whose son
Robert, Jr., in 1847 became the country's second black lawyer, commanded
the attention of candidates by organizing the residents of "Roast Meat

Hill".

And at election time, whites claimed that ineligible and non-

existent blacks voted.

One disappointed candidate even accused his

opponent of using black women dressed as men to defeat him.

sc

Black religious and social development was encouraged by the zealous
white minister, the Reverend Joshua Spaulding.

Salem Directory

50
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1842, pp.
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trained, he had received the "inward light"
around 1785 and began exhorting the town’s "most moveable and passionate
citizens" at the Tabernacle,

Salem

s

largest and best constructed meeting house.

The Tabemaclers in

1798 proselytized the blacks; "those who can neither read
nor write are

not left in the cant of the gentiles but are brought in by
a full confession into the Holy of Holies."

Spaulding preached to the enthusiastic

blacks at night, claiming "there is a general reformation among them."

A

poetic Bentley wondered:
Why S. (Spaulding) making such a bother
About Moses or about any other.
Alike to these are all unknown
St. Francis' Geese, or old Pope Joan
Let Negroes stare, or children weep
They'd be as wise, if they should sleep.
In 1802, Spaulding engaged in a public dispute with the majority of

his congregation over the minister's right of veto, which resulted in his

dismissal.

All the blacks and a "more humble class" of whites helped

raise $3,900 to build him the Branch Meeting House.

The African societies

from Boston and Salem often paraded through the streets to hear the minister of the Branch Meeting House who ordained a black, M. Freeman, elder

and deacon, and appointed another black Sexton and deacon over his
people.

Freeman was praised by Bentley as the best of several newly

ordained clergymen in Salem.

52

Spaulding also led a campaign for an African School.
blacks able to read or write.

51 Bentley, Diary

^
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for his work with children, Spaulding recruited
committeeman William

Bentley to induce his colleagues of the need for an
African school.

He

searched in vain for a literate black to serve as teacher
until one of
his followers recommended a mulatto, Chloe Minns, who
though unable to

write, could at least read.

Spaulding was not satisfied and offered

white woman as instructor, but eventually supported Chloe Minns.

a

The

School Committee voted to pay her $25.00 per quarter, if Spaulding could

obtain a meeting room.

In June, 1807, he gathered forty "black pupils

in a woman's school and promised himself great success."

Bentley, who

was "pleased that anything could be done for this species of rational
beings" thought Spaulding "deeply and humanely interested in the promotion of the blacks."-’-*
The city eventually paid all the school's expenses including books

Spaulding held weekly meetings with black parents to discuss

and paper.

the problems of his 20 to 50 students.

In 1809, 25 per cent of the 184

children in woman's schools were black, at a period when the race com-

prised only 2.2 per cent of Salem's population.

Spaulding proudly dis-

played African school children at lectures he gave for the African societies of Salem and Boston.

Chloe Minns, though semi- literate
instructor.

,

proved a fortunate choice as

This industrious woman, a veteran of three marriages, mother

of two children, was a frequent traveler to Boston "in style" as a member
of the African society.

53 Ibid .

^

,

III, pp.
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She constantly strove during her seventeen years

244-245, 273, 294, 296, 301, 420, 455; IV, p. 309.
III, pp. 382, 456, 528; IV, pp.

34,
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on the job to improve as a school mistress.

Within three years, the "X"

that had marked her first salary receipt had become a full
signature.
In 1810, Bentley, after criticizing the poor quality of
teaching in the

woman

s

schools, praised "how thirty blacks taught by Miss Minns repeated

their hymns with great ease and propriety."

In 1826, the school was

placed under a black male teacher and raised to the rank of writing
school.

55

However, poverty and racism eroded these advantages.

After Miss

Minns retired in 1823, the African Primary School closed, and the city

allowed a few blacks to integrate one district school near "Roast Meat
Hill".

But the city forced blacks out of this school with the opening of

the African Writing School in 1826.

Thus the black master faced seventy

children, aged four to twenty- two, in a single room designed for sixty
pupils.

When the city designated school age from four to sixteen, seven-

teen per cent of his students were overage; six were over nineteen in a

school designed for children seven to thirteen.

Furthermore, only fif-

teen of his pupils resided in the vicinity of the school.

After one year

of operation, the black writing school closed and parents were unable to

persuade the city to reopen a primary school.

Consequently, only the

rare black with ready money could afford the "ruinous expense" of educat56
ing his children at home.

The 1830'

s

brought agitation for integration from blacks, but the

William
city's answer was the creation of an African Grammar School, with

55

and Batchelder,
435-436, 605; Osgood, C.
i.06.
Historical Sketch of Salem Salem, 1879, p.

Ibid., Ill, p. 500;
H.

,

I\J,

p.

,

,

56 Salem School Committee Records, 1820-1830 in Essex Ins titu te Historica l
Collections, XCI (1955), p. 71.
|
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Dodge, a white teacher, appointed instructor.^ 7

Dodge was the city's

most competent instructor who had shown interest in black education
since
1815.

During his term as master of the school he was selected President

of Essex County Anti-Slavery Society.

In 1837, he taught sixty-one pu-

pils and received a parity salary of $600. 58 (See Appendix E.)
However, School Master Dodge taught under difficult circumstances

created by discrimination.

He instructed nearly a hundred black stu-

dents of all ages in a single room when the city classified children
by age and ability into eight neighborhood schools, eight grammar
schools, and Latin and English high schools.

In 1837, when 61 children

registered for Dodge's school, 128 of 282 black residents lived in wards
outside Roast Meat Hill.

Also, with blacks excluded the Latin School

prepared 31 white males for college and the English High School offered
classical courses to 48 white boys.

Ironically, racial discrimination

forced the per capita salary cost of black education in 1837 to $9.83,
.

,
wnen the city paid only $7.02 for each white cmia.
,

.

59

„
Louge
.

re'..Axea in

1842, and was succeeded by a twenty-six year old white male at a salary

reduced $200 below the $700 paid city grammar school teachers.

60

Two

years later, on March 21, 1844, Salem's School Committee voted to close
the African Grammar School, thus making Salem the first city in America

57 Felt, J.
58

,

Annals of Salem

Bentley, Diary

,

III, p.

,

I, pp.

476, 477.

380; and Salem Directory ,

1837, p. 116.

n'lsn"aalenrs Antebellum Black Common! cy
wnice, /vrtnur w.
Direcbalem
108-110;
pp.
1972,
tute Historica l Collections April,
p. 39.
tory, 1837 p. 116; Bigelow, et. al
,

,

,

.

,

60

,

of City Govern'
Stephen Phillips, "Address of the Mayor: Organization
p. 10.
1850,
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to sustain a school integration
movement. 61

Worcester's African School and Black
Churches
The most important families in the town
of Worcester, i.e., the

Chandlers, Walkers, Putnams and Paines, that
supported large households
and lived in style, owned a number of African
slaves in the seventeenth
century.

There were also free blacks in Worcester from
the earliest

days of its settlement, such as Will (mulattoe)

,

who was in Captain

Timothy Bigelow's Company of Minutemen that marched on
April 19, 1775,
to Lexington. 62

adults.

By 1765, Worcester's blacks numbered 25, mainly male

By 1790, they had increased to 51, and in 1800 there were
83

blacks in the town.
of

7

Between 1800 and 1830, there was only an increase

blacks, but by 1840, they had grown to 151, 89 females and 62

males'.

62

During the Revolutionary War, several slaves of the county petitioned the Committees ot Correspondence to nexp uiem become free.

The

Committee's response in Convention was "We abhor the enslaving of any

part of the Human Race", and instructed the delegates to do all they
could to bring about freedom. 64

^1

But freedom did not come to all slaves

Fletcher, Richard, "Opinion..." in Bowditch H. and Jackson, E.
Report of the Minority of the Primary School Board of the City of
Boston Boston, 1846, p. 27.
,

,

,

Nutt, Charles, History of Worcester and Its People
pp. 372-374.

Century of Population Growth
oc. cit
p. 115.

,

op

.

cit

.

,

Vol.

I,

New York,

pp. 149-159; Chickering,

.

64

"Anti-Slavery in "Worcester County: A Case", an
Mooney, James E.
unpublished dissertation, 1971, Clark University, p. 2.
,
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in the county with the signing of the Constitution
of 1780.

One black

slave named Quock Walker of Barre sued Nathaniel
Jennison, a white

farmer of Barre and his master, for assault and battery.

It was argued

and determined in the Inferior Court For Common Pleas of
Worcester that

Walker had deserted his owner and had hired himself out to neighbors,
John and Seth Campbell, as a paid hand.

Jennison and Walker's owner

tried to persuade him to return to the farm as

a slave,

and when he

refused they beat him badly, dragged him back to the farm and locked him
up for hours.

The court held Jennison guilty of the charge, and fined

him forty shillings, and released Walker from slavery. 65
By 1832, there were enough black children living in the town to

support a separate school, the African School, established the same
year.

This school was opened with the consent of black parents, but the

decision to establish it was based upon the complaints by white parents
and black pupils attending the district schools.

In contrast to the

first African School in Boston, Worcester's clack school was organized,

supported and taught by whites:
... at the request and with the entire concurrence of the black population, we established for them a separate school in the
part of the town which they principally
occupy, for their exclusive use... We procured for them a female white teacher, who
has a sort of missionary spirit; a strong
attachment to the colored race.^6

The African School was non-graded and offered all the subjects

65 Ibid .

,

p.

10.

66 "Letter From Rev. A. Kill to the Boston School Committee"
et. al.
pp. 57-58.
,

,

in Bigelow,
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necessary for entry into the city high school.

The students were in-

structed in arithmetic, writing, spelling, reading,
geography and
recited with the gentleness and enthusiasm of little
children." 87

According to the agreement made between the School Committee
and black
parents,

'

colored children have the promise that if they will pass the

usual examination they shall oe admitted to the high school on a
perfect equality with the children of the best families in town."

In the

high school they would have the "privilege of studying Latin, French,
the higher mathematics and what they will."

However, during the first

twenty years of its existence, only three black female students were
admitted to the city's high school.

"The first was a girl of about six-

teen; who promised well in the beginning, but who broke down for want of

capacity in the course of six months.

The other two girls are at

present members of the school, and do pretty well." 88

For most black

children, the African School was the height of their formal education.
In 18^3,

mere were

32 pupils enrolled in the African School, with

an average attendance of 24.

This appears to be a great improvement

over the attendance during the previous years, and was achieved by

creating new rules which were effective because "The teacher reports

eight scholars who were not absent anytime during the month of December
,
(1843), the first month the new rules were in operation."
.

67

^

.

T
1D1Q
.

.

.

,

p.

30.

Ibid^

,

p.

58.

.

69

69 Annual Report of the Board of Overseers of Schools in the Cent er School
District of Worcester, 1843, Worcester, 1844, p. 3.
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Tne African School was not only hurt by
the irregular attendance

of its pupils, but also by a constant change
in teachers.

Most white

teachers assigned to the school had no special
interest in the welfare
of black pupils, but used the position as a
stepping stone to a better

position in white schools.

In 1843, Miss Abigail Read, the teacher,

resigned after the first quarter to take charge of the
Center Female
School.

She was succeeded by Miss Lucy M. Hersey, who resigned in

February, and was succeeded by Miss Harriet Stevens. 70
turnover in teachers continued through 1844

male teachers served the school.

,

This regular

when three more white fe —

In the same year, the teacher's

salary was $182.00 annually, but was raised to $208.00 by 1845. 71
The African School remained opened until 1854, but in its last
five or six years it accommodated dwindling numbers of black children

who lived close by.
By 1860, Worcester's black community which numbered over 200 persons, supported two churches, tne Saint John's Baptist Church and tne

African Methodist Zion Church.

The former grew out of a mission for

blacks founded by the white Pleasant Street Baptist Church.
was headed by Reverend Charles Simmonds, a white man.

The mission

In September,

1886, the church secured a black pastor, Reverend Hiram Conway, a Vir-

ginian, who graduated from the Richmond Institute in that year.

The

African Methodist Zion Church, founded in 1846, was the most popular

70 Ibid.

p.

9.

Ibid., p.

9;

,

and Report of Board cf Overseers

,

1845, p. 15.
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church among the city's blacks.

Several ministers served the church

over the years, including Reverends Alexander
Posey, Levin Smith,
A. Mars,

Frank Bird, George Biddle, George

Sulla Cooper, and Louis H. Taylor. 72

H.

John.

Bell, J. F. Walters, J.

Reverend John A. Mars also

served as pastor of the Sanford Street Congregational
Church in Spring73
field, Massachusetts from 1850 to 1851 and from 1859
to I860.

In

1867, another black church, the African Methodist Episcopal
Bethel

Church, was established with fourteen members.

The pastor was a

Reverend Joshua Kale. 74
These institutions served many needs of the black community.

They

offered relief to blacks during hard times, and organized blacks in
support of the abolitionist movement, coordinated by the Worcester

County Anti-Slavery Society.

Springfield's Black Church and The Underground Railroad

Until 1645, Springfield's black population was coo small to au^i..
its own separate social organizations.

Although there were black

slaves in the town as early as 1659, it was not until 1840 that blacks

Between 1840 and 1850, blacks increased by 166

numbered one hundred.

The federal census data for 1850 shows that the

to 267 persons in 1850.

black population more than doubled from the census taken ten years

Nutt, Op.

Civ..

,

PP«

->

•
,

The History of St John's Congregational Church, Springfield, Massachusetts Springfield, 1962, p. 24.
.

,

74

Nutt, op. cit

.

,

p.

373.

,
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earlier. 75

Not only were blacks coming into the town in
unprecedented

numbers, but those who were present for the printing
of the city direc-

tories in the 1840's were, by and large, remaining in the
town for

longer periods of time.
the city

s

The census data also reveals that over half of

blacks were born outside of Massachusetts (see Table VIII).

Seventy-one per cent of the black population (189) was between the ages
of one day old and thirty years, while those between the ages 16 and 60

years numbered 183, or 68 per cent of the total black population.

Less

than 30 per cent of the group were school age children; and the female

segment of the group stood at 49 per cent of the total. 76
Before 1846, a number of blacks worshipped at the white First

Methodist Church.

But the congregation of this church divided over the

question of full membership for blacks.

These in favor of the full

acceptance of black members withdrew from the First Church and established the Pynchon Street Church in 1845.

At the same time, blacks,

under the leadership of Rev. Leonard Coiims., a blacK, esranxishea one
Zion Methodist Church on Sanford Street.

By 1860, the name of this

church was changed to St. John's Congregational Church, with Rev. John
Mars serving as pastor.

75

77

The First Century of the History of Springfield,
Massachusetts, Springfield, 1898, p. 44; and Chickering, op cit
Burt, Henry M.

,

.

p.

76

120.
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77

.

,
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Washington D.C.

,

,
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1860, pp.

37-45.

pp. 470-475; The History of St. John's CongregaGreen, op. cit
tional Church, p. 18.
.
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This church was the first black voluntary association in
Springfield,

and almost every black person in the town belonged to it.

Its ministers

and elders, such as Rev. Mars and Daniel Vandeveer, were recognized as
the spokesmen for the black population.

The church served as the major

outlet for most of the social activities, providing both spiritual leadership and occasions for picnics and festivals.

But these gatherings also

served as an informal political forum for national and local issues.
On November 18, 1859, after a series of picnics and parties, $25 was col-

lected and sent to the widow of John Brown as an expression of sympathy
for Brown's survivors and in recognition of his Underground Railroad

activities during his stay in Springfield.

Another example is the cele-

bration and other activities promoted on August the first of each year,
in recognition of the emancipation of West Indian slaves in 1843.

78

Blacks in Springfield also played a significant role in aiding fugitive slaves who came into the town.

One cf the earliest escaped slaves

was a woman named Jenny, who fled from her owner, Perer van Geyseung,

m

Schenectady, New York in 1802.

Jenny settled in Springfield, earning her

living as a domestic servant.

In 1808, Van Geyseling discovered her loca-

tion and came to the town with a warrant for her arrest.

But local white

and black residents met with him and agreed to purchase Jenny's freedom.

79

By 1838, the residents of Hampden County and Springfield established

and Green, op.

oc

7R

nisuory ui St. John's Congregacionai Church
pp. 70-71.

79

"Ethno Historical Research Methodology for ClassSee Helms, Karl C.
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an anti-slavery society.

Within this organization, blacks and whites

created an unofticial agency which helped to conduct
fugitive slaves

northward into Canada.

Mason Green, the town historian, commented on

their activity:'
In 1847 (Dr.) Osgood, Mr. Calhoun, Rufus
Elmer and a local negro preacher secured
a house situated in the woods at Brightwood, for the shelter of fugitives.
Parties had unloaded by night in Worthington
Grove, and taken to the Buell House (the
Widow Frost's place, corner of Spring
and State Streets) or other houses; but
this was considered a dangerous practice
and they were finally sent to the woods
of the North End. The negroes never knew
the names of the men at whose houses
they slept. 88
,

'

In 1846,

John Brown, the radical abolitionist, moved to Springfield

where he opened a small business with Simon Perkins of Akron, Ohio.

The

Springfield firm managed by Brown involved grading and selling wool,
supplied by Perkins, to Europe and within the United States.
their warenouse was used to niae runaway slaves

.

At night

brown remained in

Springfield for only two years, from 1847 to 1849, during which time he
created bonds of friendship with large numbers of black people.

In addi-

tion to assisting black escapees from the South, Brown also helped many
secure jobs in Springfield.

An example is the fugitive slave, Thomas

Thomas, a long time resident of Springfield, who escaped from slavery in

Maryland and found his way to Springfield in the 1840'
O1

by Brown during the latter's stay in the town.

s.

He was employed

In 1851, John Brown
l

returned to Springfield and organized what he called the "Springfield
88
81

Green,

op_.

ci

.

,

p.

471.

Ruchames, Louis (ed.)

,

John Brown

,

New York, 1959, pp. 26-28, 84-86.

'
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Branch of the United States League of Gileadites"

,

which was a paramili-

tary organization of black and white people whose purpose was to
prevent
the capture of fugitive slaves discovered in Springfield (see Appendix
F)

.

Being somewhat unsure of the commitment of the city's whites to the

local blacks, Brown suggested to his black friends that:

After effecting a rescue, if you are assailed, go
into the houses of your most prominent and influential white friends with your wives, and that will
effectually fasten upon them the suspicion of being
connected with you, and will compell them to make a
common cause with you, whether they would otherwise
on
live up to their profession or not.

.

•

When news reached the town that the infamous Fugitive Slave Law had
been passed, blacks organized and armed self-defense groups in a manner
suggested by Brown.

On October 15, 1850, the Republican reported:

Our colored friends in town are getting considerably excited in regard to the new Fugitive Slave
Law.
We understand that most of them have armed
themselves against any emergency that may arise,
and are determined to do valiant battle for their
rights... One of our citizens who has a colored
girl in his employ sends ner every morning to
open and sweep out his office. The other morning
When
in her absence, a butcher knife was missed.
anything
knew
she
if
asked
she returned, she was
about it, and answered the inquiry by pulling the
savage weapon from one of those unfathomable
pockets which ladies of all colors manage to lug
around. We understand that the paster of the
colored church, Rev. Mr. Mars, has preached a sermon to his people, taking for his text Luke 23d,
sword, let him sell his
36: 'And he that hath O no
O
one
garment and buy
.

82

Ibid.

,

p.

85.
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,

October 15, 1850.

.

122

In 1854, William Wells Brown,

the well known black writer and

orator, visited Springfield and observed, while making his way to catch
a train for Boston,

that there were some ten or fifteen blacks all armed

to the tooth and swearing vengeance upon the heads of any who should

attempt to take them.

04

The Springfield Municipal Records from 1850 to 1880 provide little

or no information on the racial composition of people receiving welfare,

working for the city, or attending any of the town's public schools.
However, some evidence that black children were admitted to the public

schools is contained in Henry Wansev and His American Journal in 1794

.

While traveling from Boston to New York, via Springfield, he remarked
that:
The country prospects now begin to be
beautiful and cheerful, not so much
stony ground as in the former part of
our journey. We observe a school,
and out of it run Negro boys and girls,
children, without any
as well as white
Ot
di stmction . .
The existing public school records and reports give no clue to the

specific schools black children attended during the nineteenth century.
closHowever, it seems likely that black children attended the schools

est to their homes.

Since most of the black residents in nineteenth

sections, one
century Springfield lived in the "Southend” and "Hill"

nearest these seccan assume that their children attended the schools

34 Boyer,

The Legend of John Brown

,

New York, Knopf, 1973, p. 438.

85 Hpnnr Wansev and His American Journal in 1794

op
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cit
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Table VIII
Place of Birth for Black Population,

Springfield, Massachusetts,

Total
Number

State

Massachusetts
Rhode Island
Connecticut
New York
New Jersey
Pennsylvania
Delaware
Washington, D.C.
Maryland
Virginia & West Virginia
Tennessee
North Carolina
South Carolina
Georgia
Florida
Indiana
Canada
West Indies
Africa
Unknown
Total

Source

ie60

Percent of Total
Black Population

136

49

1

.4
11
4
.4
7
1
3

30
11
1

18
2

7

31

•

11

15

5

1

.4

2

1
.4
3
1
1
1
. 4
.4
1

1
7
2

4
4
1
1
4

276

Helms, Karl C., "Ethno Historical Research Methodology for
Classroom Use: Development of a Social Portrait of Springfield, Massachusetts, 1850 to 1880", unpublished dissertation, University of Massachusetts, 1874, p. 100.
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tions (see Map 4).

students

Evidently, there was no official attempt to
segregate

schools by race.

ir.

The black community in Springfield demonstrated its
vitality through

group unity and a commitment to abolitionism.
276 black residents were born in other states

originated in slave holding states)

By xooO, 140 of the city's
(25 per cent of whom

These figures indicate that many

blacks in the town were fugitives from slavery.

Although they found

refuge in the town and greater acceptance by many whites, they joined
together with other blacks for their mutual advancement and to give aid
to their less fortunate brothers and sisters fleeing from bondage.

Pittsfield's Black Church and the Underground Railroad

Berkshire County occupies the extreme western part of Massachusetts,

bordering on New York in the west, Connecticut to the south, and Vermont
in the north.

It is a hilly, scenic region whose valleys contain small

farms and villages and a few large towns wnich support manufacturing

Many of its villages did not become incorporated until the

enterprises.

mid or late eighteenth century.
total county population of 2,941.

By 1865, there were 137 blacks out of a
Twenty-five years later blacks had

increased to 323, and by 1800 they numbered 494.

At this point Berkshire

ranked fifth among all counties in terms of its black population.

By

1820, it ranked second, with 862 blacks (Suffolk had 1726); and in 1840,

they numbered 1278, with only Suffolk containing more (2438)

87
.

By

36 United States Department of the Interior, Census Manuscript S chedules

for 1860
87

,

pp. 40-45.

Cnickering, op. cit
159.

.

,

p. 122; Century of Population Growth

,

pp. 149-

O
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1855, the black population decreased by 24, to
1,254 since 1840.

Only

four towns contained over 100 blacks in 1855, i.e.,
Lee had 120, Great

Barrington 125, Sheffield 141, and Pittsfield counted 276.®®

Throughout the county, the white community generally accepted
blacks in their churches, schools and public facilities.

In 1824,

Pittsfield's School Beard decided by unanimous vote not to exclude
blacks from the public schools and the general systems; and no town in
the county established separate black schools. 89

The annual reports of

the Pittsfield School Board contain no mention of specific ethnic

groups, and there is no record of blacks in that or any other town hav-

ing requested their own separate schools.

However, in the 1840's blacks established their own churches in a

few towns.

In Lee, blacks described as "exemplary professors of reli-

gion" worshipped in white churches until 1644.

In that year a black

minister, Albert Marie, arrived and preached to blacks gathered in

schooxnouses and private dwellings, and organized a church.

oy

1652, a

building was erected by the small congregation of 24, with help from
white churches, and the organization was called the African Methodist
Episcopal Church.

Little is known of its early history, but in 1878, a

Reverend L. H. Cloyd, a black, was serving as pastor, receiving part of

88 DeWitt, Francis, An Abstract of the Massachusetts Census For 1655
Boston, 1857, pp. 6-8.
89

Folk Arts Council of
1975, p.

8.
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,
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his salary from the Berkshire and Columbia
Missionary Society. 90

A small group of blacks in Pittsfield founded
the Second Congregational Cnurch in 1846.

The organizers included Catherine Fields, Mary

Richards, John Srown. Metric Fetter, David Thomas,
and William and

Delilah Potter.

The Potters and Fields were descended from the
earliest

black settlers in Pittsfield, and tax records indicate
that their families were financially secure. 9 ^

-

They were originally members of the

First Congregational Church, but withdrew from that body when some
of
its white members refused to drink from the same communion cup. 9 ^

A former slave. Reverend Samuel Harrison, became pastor in 1849,
and excluding his service as Chaplain of the 54th Massachusetts Regiment
in the Civil War from 1863 to 1866, and his ministry in Springfield from

1866 to 1870, occupied the pulpit until 1901.

Harrison, born of slave

parents in 1816, spent his early childhood in Philadelphia, but was
educated in the schools of New York City and Peterboro, New York.
graduating

CcLLc^c in

fro...

he

^

at the white First Congregational Church in Pittsfield.

93

v/ 2 s

After

ordained

Harrison re-

called that "The preacher of my ordination sermon was a Colored man,
the first and only Colored man who ever preached in that pulpit."

90

94

The Centennial Celebration of the History of Lee, MassaHyde, C. M.
chusetts Springfield, 1678, p. 244.
,

,

91

p. 9; Harrison, Samuel,
Folk Arts Council of Fittsfield, op_. cit
Fittsfield,
1869, p. 3.
Himself
Told
by
Life
Story
His
.

,

,

92 U a rri
93
9<

^

UA

r»

T

C

vnf

r>

^

Ibid.

Harrison, Samuel, Pittsfield Twenty— Five Years Ago: A Sermon
in the Second Congregational Church, Pittsfield, Mass., 18/4
field, 1874, p. 20.

,

levered
Pitts-

^
127

During his years as pastor of the Second
Congregational Church,

Reverend Harrison was a strong force in the
black church movement in
New England.

After the war he preached for a time in a
Newport, Rhode

island black church before coining to Springfield.

In Newport, where

blacks attended separate schools, Harrison
complained that his children

experienced "strong prejudice on the part of white pupils
and their
parents."

Comparing that city's system to that of Springfield, Harrison

charged that "There was no such obstacles to be met in Springfield.
There was a marked difference between Newport and Springfield."^
One Pittsfield historian praised Harrison and his ministry:
Mr. Harrison, a simple, Godfearing man, so
bore himself as to command the hearty respect of the town. He was gifted in prayer,

and his sonorous voice was well known at
public and religious meetings.
Like his
long life, his pastorate labor in Pittsfield
was a patient, humble struggle against adversity, but his character won for him helpful friends.

Tne enactment of one

f

ugitive Slave Law of 1850 and the subsequent

action of slave hunters in the Bay State, caused considerable apprehension and resentment among the county's blacks.

Pittsfield was one of

the towns selected for a ratification meeting for the infamous law,

because, according to Rev. Harrison, of its "being a manufacturing town,
and there being a Medical College here, we must keep up our friendship

with the South."

97

As an observer of the proceedings, Harrison re-

ridriiaon, his Life 5 coxy
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called that:
One speaker from abroad was a Doctor of
Divinity. He pleaded earnestly for the
salvation of the Union, and to show his
earnestness and patriotism, he said,
'that to save the Union he was willing
to give up his mother to the demands of
the slave power.'
This made my blood
curdle in my veins. The query at once
occured to me why did he not say that
he would have given himself but the
answer came back to me that he was too
much in love with his own carcass to
surrender that, but was willing to give
up to slavery's demand the woman who
bore him.
Thus Pittsfield got the glory
of trying to save the Union. 98
,

,

,

Following the ratification of the much hated law, blacks in Pittsfield held their own meeting in Harrison's church, pledging "that no

fugitive slave should be taken from this town without resistance"

,

and

formed a committee to watch out for suspicious looking white men.

Shortly afterwards, the abolitionist-philanthropist Lewis Tappan visited the town and inquired among blacks of the location of certain fugi-

tives known to be living there.

Blacks quickly got word to Rev. Harri-

son who, not knowing Tappan, told him that local blacks would surely

kill him if he attempted to seize any fugitives.

When the abolitionist

revealed his identity, a relieved Harrison recalled, "we shook hands
and had a hearty laugh over it.

^

Not long after this incident, a slave holder came into the town in

pursuit of his escaped female slave.

98 Ibid .

,

p.

17

99 Ibid.

,

p.

18.
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brought by her owner to Saratoga where they spent a few days.

V/hile

there, local blacks and whites advised her that she was not
obligated
to return South with her master and that she was free to go
where she

p .Leased.

Subsequently, with the aid of these friends, she made her way

to Pittsfield, where she was taken in and employed by Lyman Warriner,

the proprietor of the Berkshire House, who hired blacks as domestics.

When her owner, informed that she might be in Pittsfield, arrived at
the hotel and inquired after her, Warriner allowed him to inspect his

"colored help", but the southerner agreed that his slave was not among
them.

Thereupon, Warriner advised the slave owner that if local blacks

and abolitionists learned of "the object of his visit... they would put
a bullet in him,

and then think they were doing God's service."

The

southerner then left the hotel and the town in haste.
Social organization among blacks in Pittsfield and other Berkshire

County towns was apparently limited to the formation of separate
cnurches auring the antebellum period.

liiis is

probably uue to tne

small number of black residents, the absence of sufficient black leadership, and sympathy and tolerance among county whites.

100 Ibid.

,

p.

24.

CHAPTER

IV

THE EQUAL SCHOOL RIGHTS MOVEMENT:
THE CAMPAIGN FOR RACIALLY INTEGRATED

SCHOOLS IN BOSTON

The struggle for equal school rights in Massachusetts began in the
1830' s.

It was a movement primarily centered in Boston, Salem and a

few other large towns in the eastern counties which maintained separate

schools for blacks and denied them admission to the public schools.
This twenty-year campaign against city enforced school segregation in-

cluded petitions, boycotts, litigation, and both violent and non-violent
protest.

It was not a black versus white struggle, but rather a moral

crusade led by both black and white activists against the political

power structure in Massachusetts which condoned segregation.
By the 1830' s, Boston and other large eastern seaboard cities were

embroiled in a reform movement which stressed the grievances of many
interest groups.

Among this group of associations were the American

Bible Society, the American Tract Society, the American Sunday School
the
Union, the American Education Society, the American Peace Society,

England
American Society for the Promotion of Temperance, and the New

Anti-Slavery Society.

These organizations were led by activists who,

of our
according to Ralph Waldo Emerson, sought "to revise the whole

marriage, trade,
social structure, the state, the school, religion,
nature; we are uo see
science and explore their roundations in our own

but fits us, and to
that the world not only fitted the former men,
not its roots
clear ourselves of every usage which has

i

m

our own

"
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mind.
The decade of the 1830'

s

witnessed a decline in the concept of

gradualism" in race relations which prevented reformers from attacking
the root causes of racism.

immediatism

Northeastern reformers began using the word

in describing their objectives.

They began agitating for

immediate solutions to the social problems of blacks, both slave and
free.

Most prominent among groups seeking quick solutions to the glar-

ing evil of racism were the abolitionists.

They initiated their agita-

tion in New York City and Boston, but Boston quickly emerged as the

center of activity for those demanding an end to discrimination against
free blacks.
In Boston, a small but outspoken group of black leaders, angered

and frustrated by racial prejudice and segregation, emerged as liaisons

between the abolitionists and the black community

.

From the early

1830' s to the eve of the Civil War, this coalition of black and white

reform activists attacked the Jim Crow system in Massachusetts

ar.c

cam-

paigned for racially integrated public schools.

Background and Beginnings of Black Protest

The separate black school in Boston was established at the request

of blacks themselves, but by 1825, the Boston School Committee had taken

control of the school and would not admit blacks to any other city pub-

1

in
Clifford S. Griffin, Their Brothers' Keepers; Moral Steward ship
quote
Emerson
the
the United States, 1800-1860 New Brunswick, 1960;
Public Scn ools^
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lie schools.

At this time, the African School was financed
by the Abiel

Smith Fund and $200 annually contributed by the city.

To meet the ris-

ing black demands for more schooling, the Committee had
established two

additional black primary schools, but they were often closed due
to poor

attendance (see Map

2

and Appendix C). 2

Kan Y hlacx parents failed to send their children to school, either

because of economic considerations or due to a lack of interest.

Some

probably questioned the value of educating their children who, when
adults, could obtain only menial jobs.

Their attitudes probably paral-

leled those of a valedictorian of the New York African Free School who
asked:

"What are my prospects?... Shall

employ me; white boys won't work with me.

I

be a mechanic?

Shall

I

No one will

be a merchant?

No

one will have me in his office; white clerks won't associate with me...
Can you be surprised at my discouragement?"^

Employment opportunities

for Boston blacks paralleled those of other northern blacks, who could

only secure menial

;jods

suen as laborers, servants, porters, bootblacks,

waiters and chimney sweeps.
By the late 1820' s, blacks were complaining about the inferior

quality of instruction and the generally shabby conditions in the separate schools.

They were also frustrated over their loss of control of

black schools to a school committee determined on exercising authority

-

3

crowell et. al., pp. 15— lb; oy ics^o r.wo separate black primary schools
were in operation again and remained open until 1855.
,

The History of the New York African Fr_ee-Sch oo_ls
Andrews, Charles C.
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over all city schools.

Some of these initial complaints drew synpathy

irom the School Committee which was committed to improving
the quality
of black education.

In 1831,

the Committee voted to furnish free text-

books to the pupils at the African School who were unable to purchase
their own, but it denied a similar proposal for the school system as a
whole.

As to the demands for local control, the Committee would not

yield.
The most significant of these early protests over inferior condi-

tions at the separate schools came from David Walker.

He was born in

1789 to a free mother and slave father in North Carolina.

After travel-

ing widely in the South and North, he settled in Eos ton, establishing a

second hand clothing shop on Brattle Street in 1827.

Shortly afterward,

Walker became the Boston correspondent for the first black newspaper in
America, Freedom's Journal
Articles.

.

.

When he published his famous Appeal in Four

To the Colored Citizens of the World in 1829, he was well

.

known in Boston as a militant writer and speaker, dedicated to the abolition of slavery.^

Walker's Appeal called for a militant black struggle against slavery and injustice, but it also issued a warning to whites in the boldest

words yet published:
The whites want slaves, and want us for their
slaves, but some of them will curse the day
As true as the sun ever
they ever saw us.

4

Boston School Committee, Minutes
p. 173.
op . cit
.

5

,

May 10, 1831; cited in Schultz,

,

Biography,
Martha Gruening, "David Walker", Dictionary of Ameri can
Part I, p. 340.

X,

6
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shone in the meridian splender, my color will
root some of them out of the very face of the
earth.
They shall have enough of making slaves
of, and butchering, and murdering us in the
manner which they have.

Walker also reminded blacks that their ignorance was largely responsible for many of their problems:
Ignorance, my brethren, is a mist, low down
into the very dark and almost impenetrable
abyss in which our fathers for many centuries
have been plunged... Ignorance, as it now
exists among us, produces a state of things,
0 my Lord! too horrible to present to the
world.

Walker's severe criticisms of the quality of black education in the
North angered many Bostonians who took pride in the city's educational

provisions for blacks.

Drawing on Boston for his examples. Walker

stressed the total inadequacy of educational facilities for blacks.

While admitting that the city had provided some schooling for blacks, he

regretted that blacks were willing to accept inferior schools as their
due.

He lamented that

Most of the Coloured people when they speak
of the education of one among us who can
write a neat hand, and who perhaps knows
nothing but to scribble and puff pretty fair
on a small scrap of paper, immaterial whether
his words are grammatical, or spelt correctly,
or not; if it only looks beautiful, they say he
has as good an education as any white man.

"Introduction", David Walker's Appeal, in Four ArtiWorld,
cles; Together with a Preamble to the Coloured Citizens or the
States
d
But in Particular, an d Very Expressly, to t.nose or the Unite
5, 8.
1965,
pp.
York,
New
reprinted,
of America (rev. ed". )\ 1830;
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He complained that black children were sadly deficient
in arithmetic,

accounting, and compositions in prose or verse.

He charged that their

inrerior education was deliberately designed to keep blacks ignorant of
the knowledge necessary for their own improvement.

He gave an example

of a black boy who had attended school for nine years, under a white

teacher, but had learned nothing at all about grammar.

Walker blamed

the School Committee, which he explained allowed only white children to

study grammar.

Although he was incorrect in this particular charge,

Walker was right in pointing out the inferior schooling for blacks.
Walker was perhaps unaware that the textbooks and kind of instruction given to blacks closely paralleled that given to most lower class

children in Boston.

In both the black and white primary schools, the

New Testament was used as the basic textbook, while advanced students in

both types of schools used the same primary readers.

The standard

method of instruction was learning by rote.
Nonetheless, Walker was concerned wir'n black schools, and his

accusations merely echoed those of numerous black parents who would net
send their children to the separate schools.

Walker appealed to race pride, entreating blacks to "let the aim
of your labours among your brethren, and particularly the youth, be the

dissemination of education and religion."

He hoped that blacks would

"throw away pretentions, and seek after the substance of learning...
makes tyrants
for coloured people to acquire learning in this country,

8

Ibid.

,

p.

15.

:
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quake and tremble on their sandy foundations."

He warned whites that

blacks would eventually succeed "in spite of all the Americans
this side
of eternity.

Walker
towns.

s

militant message produced turmoil in Boston and neighbor-

In 1829 , after the pamphlet was distributed, "Niager Hill"

blacks found themselves under attack by white mobs.

In 1830, the

Boston Evening Transcript wrote
Since the publication of that incendiary
pamphlet, Walker's Appeal for the consequences of which.
Some financial white
man will have to answer, we have noticed
a marked difference in the deportment of
our Colored population.
It is evident
that they have read this pamphlet.
and
that they glory in its principles.
Freedom and emancipation! Why, what do
our blacks require more than they already
enjoy... It would be made to appear that
the free colored population actually suffered the hardships imposed upon their
It
less favored brethren of the South.
is not that we do not treat the colored
man well, but that he has been treated
he should be made acquainted
too well.
with his own deficiencies, taught selfrespect, educated in the virtues of the
white man, and not left to the imitation
of his vices. 10
,

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Walker's Appeal was described as a "daring, inflamatory publication" by anti-slavery leader Benjamin Lundy; and William Lloay Garri"most
son, soon to become a radical abolitionist himself, called it a

valuable
injudicious publication", but admitted that it contained "many

truths and seasonable warnings."

9 Ibid.

10 The Boston Evening Transcript, September 28, 18 30.
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In the South, the reactions were much stronger.

Private citizens

in Georgia offered $1,000 for Walker dead and
$10,000 for him alive.
In both North Carolina and Georgia the legislatures responded
by enact-

ing more severe restrictions of free blacks within their states.

Georgia officials asked Boston's Mayor Otis to restrain Walker, but the
Mayor replied:

Notwithstanding the extremely bad and inflamatory ten-

dencies of the publication he does not seem to have violated any law." 11
David Walker represented a new generation of black leaders in Boston, who in 1826, had founded the Massachusetts General Colored Associ-

ation.

By 1830, most progressive black Bostonians had joined the

Association which was dedicated to promoting black advancement by working for the abolition of slavery, and protesting discrimination against
free blacks.

During the 1830's and 40'

s,

it provided the leadership for

the Equal School Rights Movement, and forced the repeal of discrimina-

tory laws and policies.
G.

Among its members were David Walker, William

Nell, a tailor; Hoshea and Joshua Eastor.

writer on race questions; James

G.

,

Methodist minister and

Barbadoes, a founder of the American

Anti-Slavery Society and petitioner for black school rights; Thomas
Cole, hairdresser, Coffin Pitts, second-hand clothier, both petitioners

for racially integrated public schools.

The President of the Associa-

tion, Thomas Dalton, a former bootblack, owned a clothing shop in

---

Loren of slavery uacauo, i^ci, up.
Lundy, quoted in Litwacx, L.
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"Nigger Hill". 12

Vice President William C. Nell, who would guide the struggle for

equal school rights until its victory in 1855, was a graduate of the

African School and a noted ’copyist, accountant, and collector".

In

1846, The Liberator praised him as "one of the most deserving and

exemplary of our colored citizens, amiable and modest in his deportment
and intelligent in mind."

Excluding the few years he spent in Roches-

ter assisting Frederick Douglass with the publication of the North Star

Nell lived in Boston.

,

In 1851, he published a small pamphlet entitled

Services of Colored Americans in the Wars of 1776 and 1812

,

and four

years later he wrote a more comprehensive book, The Colored Patriots of
the American Revolution, With Sketches of Several Distinguished Colored

Persons

.

Thus Nell became the first black "to make a serious attempt at

an extensive historical record of the activities" of black Americans.

12

Black Mason John Tidemachus Hilton and Reverend Samuel Snowden,

both members of cue General ^uioied Association, were the early leaders
in the protest against the exclusive schools.

Hilton migrated to Boston

from Pennsylvania, where he became a "protege" cf Thomas Paul.

When

Paul died in 1331, Hilton succeeded him as the leader of black Masonry.
His success as a second-hand clothier and hair dresser enabled him to
of
be the lone black living on Mt. Vernon Street near a lawyer member

12 Daniels, op

.

cit

.

,

pp.
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14 The Liberator, March 25, 1861.
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the Boston School Committee.

Hilton early denounced Boston's African

School as a "Caste School", and led blacks in demanding
its abolition.
He thought "its inconvenience small, when compared to
the injury that

separate schools created in the community.
a.

Their existence strengthens

feeling of prejudice between w’hite and colored children, while their

abolition will foster a regard for each other." 15
Equally committed to the cause was "Father" Samuel Snowden.

Born

into slavery in Maryland in 1783, he came to Boston and founded the

first African Methodist Episcopal Church in 1818.

over $900.00 worth of property.

Snowden was

a

By 1850, he owned

staunch advocate of

equal rights for blacks, active in the black convention movement in the
1830' s and serving as Chaplain to the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery
.

Society.

17

His church attracted more black worshippers after the death

of Thomas Paul, Pastor of the African Baptist Church.

Snowden gave the

opening prayer for the meeting that founded the New England Anti-Slavery
Society in the Sunday scnool room in Paul's old church.

18

In 1849, rhe

seventy-six year old Snowden denounced the Boston School Committee:
When the genius of equal rights was extending to us and our children the golden
cup containing the nectar of liberty, their
evil machinations have met the approval of
our direst foes, and Pilate and Herod uniting, the day of our enlargement has been

15 The Liberator

,

May 10, 1849.

15 Boston Directory , 1818, p.
17

13

31.

Daniels, In Freedom's Birth Place
The Liberator, June 1, 1833.

,

p.

46.
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thus defined (for ought that we know) to
an indefinable period.

Until the 1830's, black protest against racially
segregated

schools won only token concessions from a school
committee convinced
that the majority of blacks, whose forebearers had
requested separate
schools, were content with the schooling provided their
children.

Without the clearly expressed support of most black and white
Bostonians, black leaders lacked the power to effect fundamental change.

But in the 1830's, their cause attracted the interest of white aboli-

tionists who joined the movement and recruited additional white sup'

port.

Abolitionists Join the School Rights Movement

On January 1, 1831, William Lloyd Garrison published the first is-

sue of The Liberator

,

an abolitionist newspaper.

Garrison was born in

Newburyport in 1805, and had assisted Benjamin Lundy in the publication
of his anti-slavery newspaper, The Genius of Universal Emancipation

.

Unlike Lundy, Garrison rejected the gradualist approach tc the issue of

slavery and the social problems of free blacks.

In 1829, he told

Lundy "that the only way to deal with slavery was tc lay the axe at the
root of the tree and demand immediate and unconditional emancipation."

While rejecting the use of violence, he pressed the urgency of his
cause:
ctrx.L

"Tell a man whose house is on fire to give a moderate alarm,

aim to moderaueiy rescue nis wife from cne hands of che ravisner,

tell the mother to gradually extricate her babe from the fire into which

19 Bartlett, Irving, Brahmin Radical

,

p.

94.

"

,
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it has fallen, but urge me not to use moderation
in a cause like the
20

present!

In the first issue of The Liberator

,

Garrison appealed for black

support by promising his "free colored brethren" that
"the struggle for
equal rights in the North constituted a leading object of
Abolitionism." 21

Boston's black leaders welcomed Garrison.

At his first Boston ad-

dress in October, 1830, he observed that a "few colored persons... sat

apart in one corner... feeling that even at such meetings their presence might be unwelcome and distasteful to white auditors."

But other

blacks present assured him "nothing was ever uttered more important and

beneficial to our color."

That evening Garrison won "the hearty Amen

of Father Snowden and Thomas Paul." 22
•During his rallies Garrison proclaimed the doctrine of equality:
"I go for the people

— the

whole people

—what

temporal conditions, or shade or color."

ever their body dimensions

He championed the black

It is the
To my colored friends of Boston.
from
them
the
blesdistance which separates
sings and privileges of society, which brings
It is the
them so closely to my affections.
unmerited scorn, reproach and persecution of
their persons, by those whose complexion is
colored like my own that command for them my
sympathy and respect. 2 3
.

2^

21
22

Garrison
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Blacks responded by supporting Garrison's efforts
to found the New

England Anti-Slavery Society.

Denied use of churches and public halls,

Garrison was offered the Sunday school room of the African
Meeting House
on Belknap Street.

In this room, prayed over by Reverend Snowden,

Garrison launched the new society. 2 ^
Garrison believed that interracial contact would eventually end
all prejudice:

Color of the skin has nothing at all to do
with this prejudice, except, for the time
being to identify the victim to be hated
and proscribed.
The moment it was bravely
coped with... nobody dreamed of talking
about the impossibility of whites and
blacks mingling fraternally together...
this prejudice is not in nature, it does
not belong to the human race, and therefore
it ought to put away, at once and forever.
He insisted that once blacks were integrated, they could gain full equality.

To the argument that the "black man should be colonized because

the white man will always rob him of some of his rights"

answered:

,

Garrison

"He is not always to wear the chains of caste to be regarded

with scorn and subjected to outrages.

He is a man, and his creator

shall yet set him among men, and punish those who would still keep him
in the dirt." 26
At this stage of the struggle, Garrison and other white abolition-

isos contradicted themselves by demanding both improvements in the Afri-

Wesley, op. cit

.

,

p.

109.

25 Pre sentation Meeting , 1855, pp.

26 The Liberator, January 8, 1847.
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can School and the admission of blacks
to city public schools without

regard to race or color,

while racially integrated schools stood
out

as their rong range goal, they were
forced by a stubborn school commit-

tee to settle for immediate improvements
in the Smith School, the only

school open to blacks in the city.
In 1832, the New England Anti-Slavery Society
praised the efforts

of blacks to obtain equal education and passed
resolutions to open

school for black children.

a

In both New Haven and Canterbury, Connecti-

cut, black schools began by abolitionists were destroyed
bv angry towns-

people.

In Boston, similar efforts also ended in failure.

^^®tt attempted

When Bronson

to admit a black child to his Temple School

parents successfully protested the action.

,

white

White Bostonians had become

accustomed by training and experience to anti-black prejudice.

In

school textbooks, blacks were regarded as a "brutish people, having
little more of humanity but the form"

,

not as a race lacking in educa-

•

tion, but a people "destitute of intelligence

.

97

White civic leaders and officials in Boston who publicly voiced
their prejudices did so in more subtle ways.

While lamenting the overt

prejudice against blacks in local communities, they offered no real
solutions to the discrimination blacks suffered.

In 1831, Mayor Harri-

son Gray Otis characterized blacks as a "quiet, inoffensive, and in

many respects a useful race"

,

but concluded that the "repugnance to

intimate social relations with them is insurmountable."

27

Like other

Journals
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whites, he feared that the motive behind
black and abolitionists* de-

mands for integrated schools was a desire
for intimate social contact

between the races.

Perhaps because of these fears, abolitionists
de-

manded improvements in the quality of black schooling.

A young white

couple, David and Lydia Maria Child, launched the
first campaign. 28

David Child, one of the founders of the New England
Anti-Slavery
Society, was a former master of the Boston Latin School.

By 1832, he

was a lawyer, journalist, and a member of the Boston School
Committee.

While he disagreed with Garrison's use of the word "immediate" in
the
Society's constitution, he remained a supporter.

popular novelist and editor of
Juvenile Miscellany

.

His wife Maria was a

successful children's magazine,

a

She had formerly taught school and, like her hus-

band, was an early convert of abolitionism.

She used her literary

talents to attack slavery and demand improved educational opportunities
for blacks.

28

In July,

1833, Maria C^ild published her most famous work, An

Appeal in Favor of That Class of Americans Called Africans

.

The book

received a negative response from many whites who could not accept
Mrs. Child's thesis of the equal humanity of blacks and whites.

Although

her Appeal angered many whites and resulted in a decline in the sale of
her novels, it won her new friends among blacks and helped recruit con-

verts to the abolitionist crusade.

2~
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William Ellery Charming, a prominent Boston religious
liberal, both
admitted to the impression the Appeal made upon them.

Mrs. Child's work

axso inspired additional volunteers to the struggle for
equal educational opportunities by emphasizing the inferior quality
of black education

in Boston and ether cities.^®
She cited the segregation of black and white children in schools as

the most effective of "relenting efforts to keep the colored population
in the lowest state of degradation.

"

Public prejudice, she insisted,

not only prevented blacks from obtaining schooling, "but it prevents

them from mailing profitable use of what knowledge they have."

She

asserted that whites should not expect blacks to be content with separate and inferior schools, like the black grammar school in the basement
of the African Baptist Church.

She viewed this facility as inadequate:

"the apartment is close and uncomfortable, and many pupils stay away who

would gladly attend under more convenient circumstances."

She expressed

her prererence ror a oiack teacner in tne Smitn School, reasoning that

"under the domain of existing prejudices, it is difficult to find a

white man, well qualified to teach such a school, who feels the interest
he ought to feel, in these Pariahs of our republic."

If the city would

not admit blacks to the public schools, she demanded that it build
school for them at public expense.

VThat

a

better, she asked, "will so

31
effectually elevate their character and condition, as Knowledge?"

%
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David Child, following the lead of his wife,
used his position as a

member of the School Committee to press for
better schooling for
blacks.

In 1833, he headed a subcommittee organized
to examine the ex-

tent and conditions of black educational opportunities
in the city.
The controversial report he authored contained one of
the earliest argu-

ments made in the nation for special social privileges for an
oppressed
minority. 32
.

.

Although he considered racially segregated schools undesirable and
injurious to the children of both races, he added that "if any distinction be made between them (blacks) and others, it ought to be in their
favor."

He reasoned that black parents,

"precluded by custom and pre-

judice" from better jobs and higher wages, could not be as "liberal and

public spirited" as white parents.

Some black parents doubted the

utility of segregated schooling, and refused to send their children to
the exclusive black school.

Thus Child urged the School Committee,

still bent on segregating black pupils, to build a new and well scarfed

building "at the expense of the city for the use of the African School."
He pleaded the social advantage of educating blacks:

"If it be desir-

able to educate youth from within them such rules of life as may save

the expense and disgrace of prison discipline... it is peculiarly the

duty of the city to provide fully for the children of color."

33

Child's recommendation was rejecced by the Committee which consid-
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ered its provisions for black schooling more than
generous.
Black leaders launched a parallel campaign against the
abusive

activities of William Bascom, master of the African Grammar
School.

In

1833, after Basdom had served nine years as master, the school
had de-

clined to a "daily attendance of... twenty-five pupils.

” 3^

Joseph Wood-

son, a black barber and father of a primary school teacher, accused

Bascom of

improper familiarities with several of the female pupils and

criminal neglect of the school."
would.

.

.

Woodson demanded "that this board

provide such further security for the moral purity and mental

improvement of the colored children." 35
The School Committee referred the report to a subcommittee includ-

ing David Child.

After an initial investigation of the charges against

Bascom, the subcommittee reported that while some evidence of "improper

familiarities" was revealed, the female students making the accusations
Thus the committee refused to recommend Bas-

were "of bad character".
com' s dismissal.

But it agreed to continue studying the problem of
3 ^*

irregular attendance at the Smith School.

In March, 1834, after blacks issued the second call for Bascom'

dismissal, the investigating committee found conditions at the school

deteriorating.

Their report described the school as "thinly attended"

and lacking the "accommodations which are needed to encourage the mas-

34
33

Boston Daily Advertiser

,

October 15, 1833.

Petition from Joseph Woodson, et. al
Minutes 1815-1836, p. 405.

.

,
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36 Blagden, G.W., et.

al .,
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ter and secure the interest and good feeling of the colored
people.”

While admitting that the prejudices against Bascom were "without any
just foundation", the committee was convinced that he could no longer
be

effective as master.

Thus it recommended that Abner Forbes, master of

the Franklin School, exchange places with William Bascom.

To make the

position more attractive, the committee also advised that the master's
salary be increased from $800 to $1,000 and that "measures be adopted
to furnish for the school a more commodious building.

Approximately one year after David Child issued a call for a new

African School building, the second investigating committee concurred.
They reasoned that since blacks were taxed in common with other citizens, and restricted to a single school, that facility should be respec-

table and capable of accommodating additional pupils.

Convinced that

the old Smith School compared unfavorably with "the colored schools of
some of our sister cities", the committee found it a "matter of justice
as well as good policy" to build a new facility.

me

School Committee

accepted the subcommittee's recommendation and moved to build a
African School house.

In 1835, the new building was opened.

nev.T

38

At the dedication ceremony. School Committee Chairman Judge William

Minot was optimistic:

"The prospects of the school are cheering... it

seems to promise that it will be a blessing to the colored inhabitants

•

38
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of the city.'

He further informed blacks:

Education has made the distinction in
society from which you suffer and to
education you must look for a remedy
You live in a free country whose
laws are equal to all and which provide you equally with the facilities
of education; and you live in a community willing that you should enjoy
the rights which the law secured to
you.
The erection of this house is a
pledge of the interest which the city
now feels in your improvement.
.

.

.

He further advised blacks to show their gratitude to the city by at-

tending classes regularly and striving for excellence in their studies.
He recognized that regular attendance was difficult for some pupils,

but asked their parents "to consider the great importance of punctual
and regular attendance."

39

Black leaders, black parents and abolitionists were encouraged by
the opening of the new Smith School.

They were strengthened by the

realization that their combined efforts had won this concession.
ever, this was a shallow victory.

How-

Despite the new facility, the city

continued to segregate pupils on the basis of race.

The white business-

men, ministers and politicians who controlled city institutions tried

to ignore the demands of blacks and abolitionists.

Indeed, in his annual

address to the City Council in 1835, Mayor Theodore Lyman, Jr., dis-

cussed in great detail the "State of the City" including words of praise
for the school system without once mentioning the situation of blacks in

Minot, W. , Address, 1835, in Boston School Committee Minutes
1836, p. 443.

,

1815-

,
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Boston.
As the decade of the 1830'

s

drew to

a

close, black and white chil-

dren continued attending segregated schools.

If abolitionists took

pride in their achievements, they were also aware
of their unpopularity
and their vulnerability to white hostility.

On October 21, 1835, Boston

whites rioted against abolitionists in a violent outburst
of pent-up
anger.

A mob disrupted a meeting of the Boston Female Anti-Slavery

Society, and when Mayor Lyman advised the ladies to leave the hall,

they retorted that "if this is the last bulwark of freedom, we may as

well die here as anywhere."

Although they escaped without harm, the

mob seized William Lloyd Garrison and dragged him through the streets
with a rope around his neck.

Garrison escaped serious injury when

Mayor Lyman rescued him and put him in the city jail for his own pro.

tection.

41

Maria Child, looking in retrospect at the riot, observed that
abolitionists, while detested by the aristocrats or one ciry, were gaining support among farmers and merchants.

She insisted that "The major-

ity of their voices would be on the right side if the question were
.

fairly brought before them... Withdraw the aristocratic influence, and

should be perfectly easy to trust the cause to the good feeling of the
But the aristocrats still controlled the city, and they were

people."

40 Lyman, Theodore, "Address Made to the City Council of Boston, Januin The Inaugural Addresses or one Mayors or Boston
ary d 1835
(2 vols . , Boston, 1894), pp. 183-184; cited in Schultz, op. cit
p. 182.
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determined to maintain racially segregated
schools. 42
As self proclaimed reformers, leading
a moral crusade against

slavery in the South and injustice toward
blacks in the North, abolitionists were often denounced as lunatics,
traitors and hypocrites.

Their southern enemies countered their demands
for the abolition of
slavery by pointing to the degraded condition of
free blacks who.
Taken as a whole class... must be considered the
most worthless and

indolent of citizens of the United States."

Northerners often advised

Garrison to go South if he wished to help the slaves.
son charged Garrisonians in bitter words:

Ralph Waldo Emer-

"The Ultra- Abolitionists

make it a point to love Negroes at a distance, and to hate them when
they come too near.

Indeed, many abolitionists who deplored racial

prejudice and supported the black's claim to full citizenship, frowned
upon social intercourse with blacks.

In 1835, Garrison criticized

William Ellery Channing, an anti-slavery sympathizer, for expressing
the belief tnat

’we

ougnc never to have permitted our colored brethren

to unite with us in our cause."

Blacks who often had praise for the

abolitionists did not hesitate to condemn prejudice within the movement:

"Even our professed friends have not yet rid themselves of it,"

a black teacher lamented.

Samuel J. May, a prominent Garrisonian, who

admitted as early as 1831 that "we are prejudiced against the blacks...'
later declared that abolitionists only demanded that blacks "shall be

42 Lydia Maria Child to Rev. Convers Francis, December 19, 1835, in
Letters of Lydia Maria Child, p. 18.
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permitted, encouraged, assisted to become
as wise, as virtuous, and as
rich as they can, and be acknowledged
to be just what they have become
and treated accordingly." 43

Considering the contemporary prejudice against
blacks, these were
indeed noble sentiments.

Nonetheless, they fell short of a demand for

complete and equal citizenship for blacks.

Like many reformers, abo-

litionists were quick to identify the glaring weaknesses of
society, but
were often inconsistent in their efforts and interests, and
moved about
from one problem to another.

among many.

To them, segregated schools was one issue

Eut regardless of their motives, their campaign for

racially integrated public schools in Boston, based firmly upon black
demands for equal school rights, constitutes an admirable challenge to
the evil of racism.

The Campaign Intensifies in the 1840's

In cne io4u s,

uie struggle for equal school rights accelerated.

:

Blacks and abolitionists, encouraged by the city's efforts to improve
the quality of black schooling, renewed their assault on the principle

of segregation.

Throughout the decade, they repeatedly petitioned the

City Council and the School Committee to abolish the separate black
school and admit blacks to the public schools.

When their petitions

went unheeded, they attacked the white master of the Smith School and

43

Litwack, op. cit
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organized boycotts to close the school.

In this phase of the campaign,

blacks found new supporters in Wendell Phillips,
Francis Jackson, Henry
I.

Bowditch and Edmund Jackson.
Wendell Phillips, educated at Harvard College,
became an ardent

abolitionist in 1835 after witnessing the attack
perpetrated by a mob
of wealthy Bostonians on Garrison.

Two years later, Phillips attained

nationwide recognition as the leading abolitionist orator
when, at a

public meeting in Boston's Faneuil Hall, he delivered a ringing
denunciation of the pro-slavery mob which had killed the abolitionist editor

Elijah P. Lovejoy at Alton, Illinois.

Francis Jackson, a young lawyer,

had opened his home to the abolitionists for their meetings after the
1835 riot. In 1840, he was elected to the School Committee, joining fel-

low abolitionists members, Dr. Henry

I.

Bowditch, a noted physician in

the city and a member of the Primary Board since 1837, and Edmund Jack.

son, a lawyer.

44

In i6<*u, olacKs ana aboiirionists petitioned the City Council ana

the School Committee to close the Smith School and admit black children

to the public schools.
C.

Among those signing the petition were William.

Nell, Wendell Phillips, William L. Garrison, Francis Jackson, and

Henry Williams.
mittee.

45

But the petition was tabled by the Grammar School Com-

Both the City Council and the School Committee were convinced

that the majority of blacks were content with the educational provisions

Bartlett, Brahmin Radical
1855, p. 17.

,

pp.

Presentation Meeting, 1855, p.
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,
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for their children.

agitators'

,

Thus the Committee would not yield to the demands

whom they rejected as legitimate spokesmen for the

whole black community.

Black leaders, unwilling to accept defeat, fo-

cused their attehtion to yet another controversy at the Smith School.
In 1841, blacks came to the defense of Nancy Woodson, a black

primary school teacher

,

dismissed by the Grammar School Committee with-

out explanation and replaced by a white teacher.
son's second humiliation by the school committee.

William

C.

This was Miss WoodIn 1829, she and

Nell had been ineligible for Franklin Medals because of their

color.

Miss Woodson's dismissal may have been in retaliation for abolitionist agitation.

The Grammar School Committee's action was an unprecedent-

ed overruling of the Primary School Appointment Committee chaired by

Wendell Phillips.

Nancy Woodson had taught in the African School since

1836, when the Primary School Committee "Submitted the question to the

Colored citizens whether they would prefer a Colored or a white instructress and they expressed a preference for a Colored one."

Perhaps she

was a logical victim because her father had initiated the investigation
of William Bascom, for whom she worked.

47

George'S. Gillard, The Committee Pjepcrt, March 9, 1840, in Boston
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Black abolitionists united to force her
reinstatement.

Thomas

Dalton and many black parents twice petitioned
for her reinstatement in
November, 1840 and February, 1841.
on either petition.

The school committee refused action

In the following November, Dalton led blacks
in a

third petition calling for a specially appointed
committee charged with

investigating and "...ultimately deciding the extent of the
power of
the School Committee over the Primary School Committee... if
the right

of supervising its doings exist... in this board... the petitioners may
have the opportunity of laying their case before them." 48

Gillard offered the committee's justification for Miss Woodson's
dismissal.

He claimed that:

At no time since her appointment has Miss
Woodson given satisfaction.
This does not
appear to have arisen from any defect in
her character, capacity or attainment...
but from the want of that particular power
over the minds of her pupils which is so
requisite an element in a teacher and which
where it is not a natural gift can hardly
ever be supplied by practice.
.

.

As to why she was allowed to serve so long, Gillard claimed that it

Was owing partly to an opinion among some
of the Sub- committee that the low state
to
of her school was to be ascribed.
had
materials
she
has
the character of the
to work with and partly... to give the experiment of a colored reacher a long and
fair trial and a reluctance to wound the
49
feelings of the colored people.
.

,
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The School Committee looked to Abner Forbes, the new
African School

Master, to end the agitation.

He had mere experience and university

training than most city teachers.

A graduate of Williams College, he

had served as master in the Latin School in Concord, Massachusetts,
and
then master of the Watertown Grammar School.

After several years of

teaching, his health declined, and he took up tutoring in Washington,
D.C.

Later, he resumed teaching at the Grammar School in Dorchester,

and in 1832, was appointed master in the Franklin Grammar School in Boston.

In 1834, the School Committee asked him to change places with

William Bascom, and he became master of the African Grammar School.
After his appointment, attendance at the school rose from 25 to 80 daily

attending students in less than ten weeks.

By 1843, the enrollment

stood at 193, with an average daily attendance of 79 students. 50

Abolitionists were not content with this improvement because their
goal was total school integration.

their agitation:

School master Forbes was angered by

"they sow among the blaekc the zzztz cf discontent...

and stir them up to petitioning the school board for the admission of
51
Colored children in the grammar schools of the city."

As the criti-

cism of Abner Forbes increased, discipline at the African School degenerated.

In August, 1840, Joseph H. Putnam, a former student in the

school, was appointed by the School Committee to help Forbes with disci-
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"Semi Annual Return, January, 1843", in Boston School
Committee Miscellaneous Papers, 1843.

51 Forbes, A.,
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piine.
tinued.

He was the only paid monitor. 52

But disciplinary problens con-

In July, 1842, the visiting committee complained:

"The dis-

cipline seems a little low, and there did not appear
sufficient effort...
of order and obedient conformity to rule upon the merry
and inconsid-

erate pupils." 53

Opponents of the school focused their efforts against Forbes.

In

1842, they accused him of writing an article which argued black infer-

iority, but Forbes categorically denied this.

Other blacks charged

Forbes with using cruei punishment at the school and neglecting his
duties.

Forbes countered by accusing black leaders of stirring up dis-

content among black parents and students in order to close the school.
By February, 1844, black leaders were frustrated by the School Com-

mittee's refusal to dismiss Forbes.

Thus, in June, John T. Hilton

called on black parents to boycott the school:

"The Colored parents of

this city are recommended to withdraw their children from the exclusive

school, established in contravention of that equality of privilege,
54
which is the vital principle of the school system of Massachusetts."

In February, 214 pupils were enrolled in the school.

after Hilton's appeal, enrollment dropped to 127.

52 Boston School Committee

Minutes

,
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School Master Forbes
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53 Shockford,

"The Smith School, August, 1842", Boston Public School For
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expressed his frustration over the decline:
was left wholly without a First class
and I did not fully organize one till
sometime in November, most of whom were
taken from the third class. They had
been taught by official advisers that
it was a place of degredation.
I

The overwhelming opposition to Forbes forced the School Committee,

still determined to preserve the Smith School, to look for a new teacher.

In September, 1845, at the annual election of new school masters,

Ambrose Wellington, an experienced white teacher, was chosen as Forbes'
replacement.

Wellington taught the school from September, 1845, to September,
1849, but he had little success.

Black parents who wanted a black

teacher were opposed to his appointment, and kept their children from

attending the school.

Hilton and other black leaders united under the

banner of the "School Abolishing Party", capitalized upon this discontent and waged a continuous boycott against the school.

57

In 1845, abolitionists decided to appeal to the legislature for a

law banning racially segregated public schools.

Wendell Phillips pre-

sented a draft of a bill to the Joint Standing Committee on Education
of the Legislature, which was designed "to insure, beyond all contingency, the equal rights of all colored children in the State.

Howeve.

Phillips recalled that "the draft which we asked them to adopt they
threw aside, and submitted their draft which was ambiguous and equivo-

56

"Forbes to Lewis, August 2, 1845", op
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cal and would not secure our object."

Boston who

half in jest remarked,

'Mr.

He also told of a legislator from

Phillips, we in Boston know that

such schools are illegal, but we mean to have them.'" 58
In 1845, the Whig legislature passed the weaker version of the Dili,

and Governor Briggs signed it.
tion.

It read in part:

This bill was inadequate to end segrega-

"that any child unlawfully excluded from public

school instruction in this Commonwealth shall recover damages, thereof

against the city or town by which such public instruction is supported.
Lacking a clear definition of terms, this law gave the courts broad

powers of interpretation.

Hence, state courts consistently refused to

interpret the law as a ban on state enforced school segregation.

In

1847, Phillips summarized the situation:

Abolitionists... forced on a reluctant legislature a law, giving to all colors equal
rights in the public schools; so worded, however, by its enemies, that it keeps the promise to the ear and breaks it to the hope...
leaves it somewhat questionable whether it
What
But suppose it can.
can be enforced.
won
to
being
of
then? Poor "Africa" instead
welfare,
her
the schools, so indespensible to
must fight her way there with gold, of which,
60
by the way, she is sadly in want.
segregated
Although the legislative act did not specifically outlaw

toward equal school
schools, it did reveal an advance in public opinion

rights.

Jackson described the
In 1846, school committeemen Bowditch and

58 The Liberator

,

April 15, 1853.

55 Massachusetts General Coure, Acts and Resolves, 1843, 1844,
Boston, 1846, p. 379.

60
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changing sentiment:
The condition of the colored people fifty
years since... and the universal feelings
and opinions of the white race respecting
them, have now become very much modified.
That, which was then... an advantage... is
now a grievance... Then, they were low on
the scale of civilization and morals in
comparison with their condition now. They
were universally considered as too inferior to admit of any decided advancement...
Now though, something of this may perhaps
still linger among us, it is no longer
fashionable, or even reputable
.

Public opinion in Massachusetts was indeed more favorable toward
equal rights for blacks, but much of the change was due to the constant

pressure from black leaders and abolitionists.

Their repeated demands

for an end to the state law against interracial marriage forced the

repeal of this act in 1843.

In that same year the railroads yielded

to mounting pressure from blacks, abolitionists, and the legislature,

and abandoned their Jim Crow car.

62

Blacks, armed with the ballot, and

encouraged by a more liberal public opinion, were slowly cnippi**- away
the props of legal segregation.

Bay State blacks were moving closer to

full citizenship than blacks in any other northern state.

Yet, with

legal segregation on the decline, Boston refused to close the Smith

School and admit black children to her public schools.

and Jackson, Edmund, Report of the M inority of the
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The School Committee Refuses to Yield

In 1845, the Grammar School Committee had two more
petitions

against separate schools on file, which they rejected without written
explanation.

When these petitions were presented, Boston had 117 pri-

mary schools, but only two of these were exclusively for black children.

The School Committee justified the two schools on the grounds

that blacks constituted only two per cent of Boston's total population.

ment.

6 "^

Black leaders and abolitionists would not accept this arguIn June, 1846, black parents again petitioned the School Com-

mittee to close the Smith School.

While the petition was being de-

bated, the Committee decided to demonstrate their genuine interest in

black education by ordering much needed repairs on the ten year old
But this only revealed their determination to

Smith School building.

keep the exclusive school open.

64

The fourth petition, signed by George Putr.am, proprietor of a

barber shop, and 85 other blacks, was presented to the school committee, which included abolitionists H. I. Bowditch and Edmund Jackson
(see Appendix G)

Although Hilton and other black abolitionists probab-

.

ly withheld their signatures from the petition to avoid a charge of

abolitionists instigation, the school committee charged that:

"We are

confident that a full investigation... would show that this petition
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did not originate in the wishes of the colored people, certainly
not
those of the real unmingled African Race." 65

The petitioners, refer-

ring to themselves as "colored citizens of Boston, parents and guardians
of children now attending the exclusive primary school" denounced

city enforced segregation.

They reminded the committee of the inherent

inequality of separate schools:
These separate schools cost more and do less
for the children than other schools, since
all experience teaches that where a small and
despised class are shut out from the common
benefit of any public institutions of learning and confined to separate schools, few or
none interest themselves about the schools neglect ensues, abuses creep in, the standard
of scholarship degenerates, and the teachers
and the scholars are soon considered and of
course become an inferior class. But to say
nothing of any other reasons for this change,
it is sufficient to say that the establishment of separate schools for our children is
believed to be unlawful, and it is felt to be
If,
if not in intention, in fact, insulting.
as seems to be admitted, you are violating
our rights, we simply ask you to cease doing
so. 66

The petition was referred to a sub-committee composed of William

Crowell, Joseph W. Ingraham, H.

I.

Bowditch, and Mr. Putnam.

Edmund

Jackson was subsequently appointed to the committee to replace Putnam. 67

The committee held hearings for four months, and issued the

report of the majority of the committee on June 15, 1846, which rejected the petition.
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posed or H.

I.

Bowditch and Edmund Jackson, was written but not
included

wxth the majority report by virtue of a negative vote
by the whole com-

mittee.^®
In the majority report, the committee acknowledge that neither
the

constitution nor the laws of the state differentiated between citizens
on the basis of race.

However, they had difficulty rebuking the opin-

ion of Massachusetts Supreme Court Justice Richard Fletcher, presented

to the Salem School Committee in 1844.

Writing about the nature of the

free public school system of Massachusetts, Judge Fletcher asserted

that "It is the principle of equality, cherished in the free schools, on

which our free government and free institutions rest.

Destroy this

principle in the schools and the people would soon cease to be
people."

69

a free

Considering blacks as free citizens with equal privileges

and responsibilities, Fletcher argued that city-funded separate schools

were illegal.

The committee rejected the learned Judge's opinion by

simply declaring that it applied to Salem alone, and that Boston's large

black population necessitated a separate black school:
We admit that it might be illegal for a
towTi containing half a dozen colored
children, to oblige them to attend a
separate school and that for obvious
reasons; while, for reasons equally
obvious, it might be legal and expedient for a city, containing two or
three hundred such children, to gather
them together, for special instruction
,

68
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adopted to their circumstances

7®

Concerning the petitioners' demand that the
Smith School be abolished, the committeemen warned:
i.hat if these special schools were now
abolished, the number of colored children
the Public Schools would be greatly
diminished, while serious injury would
also be done to the other schools, and no
benefit would result. ^1

Hency the majority report concluded that in the absence of a legislative act or judicial ruling against classifying pupils in schools

according to race, they resolved:
That, in the opinion of this Board, the
continuance of the separate schools for
colored children, and the regular attendance of all such children upon those
schools, is not only legal and just, but
is best adapted to promote the education
of that class of our population. 72

The opinion of Boston City Solicitor Peleg W. Chandler, included
in the majority report, gave the committeemen the legal support needed

for such a bold resolution.

Chandler was an authority on municipal

law and the founder of one of the first law journals in the Unites

States, the Law Reporter

.

He emphasized that "the School Committee of

Boston, under the authority, perhaps, of the City Council, have a legal

right to establish and maintain Special Primary Schools for colored
children; and, in the exercrse of their lawful discretionary power, to

70
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exclude white children from certain schools, and colored children from

certain other schools, when, in their judgement, the best interest of
such children will be promoted thereby.

This was the first authori-

tative opinion sanctioning school segregation prior to the Roberts
Case.

Indeed, in 1849, Chief Justice Shaw adopted Chandler's position

in his opinion in the Case of Roberts v. The City of Boston.
In a specially prepared Report of the Minority of the Primary

School Board, On the Caste Schools of the City of Boston
son and Henry

I.

,

Edmund Jack-

Bowditch with the help of fellow abolitionist Wendell

Phillips, differed with the majority report's interpretation of segre-

gation in relation to society.

Unlike the majority who viewed blacks
‘

as inferior and hence requiring separate schools for their cwn protec-

tion, the minority argued that if blacks were really inferior, then the

whole democratic system of government should be changed, not merely the
schools.

If in fact blacks were not equal to whites before the laws of

the Commonwealth, then the inequality should extend to voting rights,

paying of taxes and all other obligations and privileges Oi ciuizenship.

However, the minority viewed blacks as equal to other citizens

classifying
under the law and, hence, the School Committee's policy of
of equality.
pupils by race was a breach of the constitutional guarantee

city's population,
Because blacks were only a small percentage of the

them from the district
the minority saw little reason for excluding
schools.

the same schools
To prove that the two races could attend

from school committeemen
without incident, the report included letters

73 Chandler,

"Opinion", in Ibid

.

,

p.

37.

•

,

•

166

-.i

Salem, Nantucket, hew Bedford and Lowell where desegregation had

occurred smoothly.
mise

In their recommendation they suggested a compro-

:

that such of the Colored inhabitants as
may prefer sending their children to the
separate schools, shall be permitted to do
so and that those who may choose to send
their children to the other schools nearest
their place of residence shall be entitled
so to send them... 7 **
.

.

.

;

The majority rejected the compromise. 75
The School Committee's decision, supported by the opinion of City

Solicitor Chandler, constituted the strongest legal defense of racially

segregated schools in Massachusetts.

Before 1846, the Committee tried

to stem the rising tide of criticism from militant blacks and abolition-

But protest leaders would not settle

ists by making token concessions.

for mere improvements in the Smith School.

Nothing less would satisfy them.

integrated public schools.
In one summer

«_>:•_

Their goal was racially

1«49, clacks appeared to be closing ranks behind

Just when the city had spent approximate-

the "School Abolishing Party".

ly $2,000 on repairs to the Smith School building, the School Committee

received a new "Petition of the Colored People" in July, asking that
the Smith School be abolished (see Appendix H)

offended.

.

The Committee was

Despite the petitioners' concern for the financial burden

that they were
the school posed for the city, the Committee suspected
The new petition, signed by Jonas Clark

anxious to create more trouble.

Bowditch and Jackson, op
Levy and Jones, op

.

cit

.

.

cit.

P

,

PP*

xvi.

19 27.
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ana 201 other blacks, was forwarded along with
"An Appeal of the Col-

ored People of the City of Boston" signed by three
of the most outspoken black leaders and contained a sheet with the
names of thirty-

eight clack children endorsing the "Appeal"

7^
,

Black petitioners accused the School Committee of excluding

blacks from the district schools while concurrently admitting the
children of white immigrants.

Indeed, the Primary School Committee,

faced with a growing immigrant population, had admitted hundreds of

immigrant children to city primary schools by 1835, but not without
problems.

School Committeeman George

B.

Emerson asserted that "it is

vastly more economical to educate them (foreigners) in public schools"
than to support them in "our prisons".

But by 1847, Emerson was com-

plaining that these ignorant children were monopolizing the school
master's time and reducing the quality of instruction given to more

intelligent children of native Bostonians (see Tables IX and

X)

78

jo neip soive tne prooiem, the city had established special "inter-

mediate" schools open to those children who "coming from abroad, or
who, from misfortune or neglect, are excluded from the grammar schools

on the grounds of qualification, and from primary schools on account of
age."

Intermediate schools were primarily located in neighborhoods with

the heaviest concentration of immigrant families, such as "Fort Hill"

7h
jaj-gelow,
7

'
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p.
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,

pp. 4, 5, 34-37.
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(see Map 5).

These schools which served almost 1000
children, or 13 per

cent of tne total school population in
1840, were closed to poor black

children living within walking distance. 79

Thus, while black children

were totally excluded from all city public schools,
foreign born children were freely admitted to public primary and
intermediate schools,
arid

those who qualified academically were admitted to city
grammar

schools.
The School Committee answered the petitioners by reminding them

that all black children were not "natives" of the city or the state.
They further claimed that "It would be impracticable

,

were it ever so

desirable, to sort the multitudinous offspring of these strangers and
aliens, and set them off in schools by themselves" because this would

cause "endless confusion in every attempt at their separate classification and due apportionment."
As for the demand to close the Smith School

not comply.

Tney sensed

a

,

the Committee would

conspiracy, led by white aboiinonisrs

:

it

was well known... that the effort to discontinue the school... was

fostered by the white-professed friends of the colored people, and not
by the people themselves."

Thus the committee's reaction to the latest

demand for desegregation was similar to their response in 1846.

They

justified the Jim Crow system on the grounds that the one school pro-

vided separate but equal schooling for the city's small black popula-

79

80

Ibid.

p.

269.

Bigelow, et

.
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pp.

34-37.
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Table IX

Boston Children by Wards, 1850

Ward

Under
Five
Years

One

Native
Five to
Fifteen
Years

Foreign*
Five to
Fifteen
Years

Foreign
Per Cent
Five to
Fifteen Years

Total
Number of
Children

Two
Three
Four
Five
Six
Seven
Eight
Nine
Ten
Eleven
Twelve

2,302
1,166
1,323
640
1,058
1,013
2,289
1,299
1,143
1,373
1,589
1,889

1,223
1,150
809
521
1,142
1,427
675
740
1,059
958
1,159
1,280

1,689
766

2,283
1,203
597
932
1,036
1,392

5,214
3,082
3,074
1,770
2,627
2,696
5,247
3,242
2,799
3,263
3,784
4,561

Total

17,084

12,143

12,132

41,359

942
609
427
256

58.0
39.9
53.8
53.9
27.2
15.2
77.2
61.9
36.1
49.3
47.2
52.1

47.65

(average
per ward)

*"Foreign" includes native-born or one or both foreign born parents.

Source

:

Report and Tabular Statement of the Census... State Census of
Boston May 1, 1850 (Boston: City Printer, 1850), "Table A",
p. 282.
pp. 19-30; cited in Schultz, op. cit
,

.

,

Table X

Native and Foreign Population of Boston
By Parentage, 1840-1855

(per cent)

Year

Total
Population

Native

Foreign

1345
1850
1355

114,366
138,788
161,490

67.4
54.3
47.0

32,6
45.7
53.0

Shattuck, cp. cip.,

Source

op.

i

cit.

,

p.

215.

"

Increase over 5 Years
Foreign
Native
6
-

Appendix 20"

-2
.07

SI
70
35

also cited in Schultz,

cit

ojd.

Schultz,

Source:
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Abolitionists Attack the Neutrality of Horace Mann

In their repeated skirmishes with the School Committee in the

1840's, abolitionists looked for support from Horace Mann, Secretary of
the Massachusetts Board of Education.

Wendell Phillips suspected that

Mann "in private... entirely agreed with us and... would lead our van."
But Mann would disappoint them.

pi

Mann was born in 1796 in Franklin, Massachusetts, and was educated
at Brown University and Litchfield (Connecticut) Law School.

He was

admitted to the bar in 1823 and practiced law in Dedham from 1823 to
1833.

From 1823 to 1833 he was

a

representative in the General Court,

and from 1833 to 1837, a State Senator.

During his tenure in the legis-

lature, he gained recognition as a reformer, sponsoring bills prohibit-

ing the sale of liquor, lottery tickets, establishing state hospitals
for the insane, and creating a state board of education, the first of
its kind in the nation.

In 1837, he was appointed Secretary of the

Board and served until 1848.

82

In 1845, both the Boston School Committee and abolitionists appealed

to Mann for support in the controversy surrounding the Smith School.

The Committee, faced with black demands for Abner Forbes

dismissal

Mann ior ad
from his position as master of the Smith School, contacted
vice.

ei
82

While he agreed that Forbes had lost his effectiveness, Mann

The Liberator

,

April 15, 1853.

Messerli, Jonathan, Horace Mann

,

New York, 197^, pp. 3-15, 3^-37
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would not support the demands to close the
school.

Instead, he recom-

menced another white school master, Ambrose
Wellington, as Forbes'
replacement.
As secretary of the Board of Education, Mann
drew support for his

activities from many wealthy men who were generally opposed
to abolitionists.

Thus Mann was unwilling to jeopardize his "cause" by antag-

onizing his potential supporters, many of whom were prejudiced
against
blacks.

Mann admitted such to his friend, Samuel J. May, head of the

State Normal School in Framingham, when he advised him in 1843 to

discontinue abolitionist speeches at the school:
If I had not succeeded in producing a conviction, that while I am engaged in administering the Cause, it will be kept clear
of all collateral subjects of all which the
world chooses to call fanaticisms and hobbies,
I should never have obtained the cooperation
of the thousands who are now its friends.®^

In his Eleventh Annual Report

,

published in 1848, Mann extolled

the progress ox public

soucauon in Massachuserxs

gratitude to Heaven."

But an outraged Wendell Phillips attacked the

report for not dealing with racial segregation.

sacrificing truth to expediency:

as worthy of "devout

He accused Mann of

"He is a politic man and stands weigh-

ing out the blood and morals of a despised class, buying, by his indif-

ference thereto, well ventilated school houses!

physiological seats!

The Liberator
84

,

new school books!

broad playgrounds! and philosophical apparatus!"

April 15, 1853.

Letter, Horace Mann to Rev. S. J. May, Boston, February 2*., 184 j,
quoted ir\ Mary Peabody Mann, The Life of Horace Mann Boston, 1865,
,

p.

12.
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Mann refused to rebut these charges. 85

Although he was not a Garrisonian abolitionist, Mann
was opposed
to slavery and discrimination against free blacks.

But he took his

stand against these injustices in a more personal and quiet
way.

After

agreeing to speak at the New Bedford Lyceum in 1846, he discovered
that
the organization excluded blacks from membership.

make his speech.

He then refused to

When a new lyceum which admitted blacks was esta-

blished, Mann gave them a lecture, despite the opposition from many

white townspeople.

Another opportunity for a personal commitment came

in late 1847, when Chole Lee, a black woman who would later serve as

assistant teacher in the Smith School, was admitted to the West Newton
Normal School.

Mann and his wife Mary learned that Miss Lee could not

find lodging in the town; they opened their spare room to her and

treated her as a member of their family. Q

f.

Like many of his contemporaries, Mann was torn between his convic-

tion that txacKs were entitled to full citizenship and his belief that

their cultural distinctions were generally so distasteful as to preclude
their acceptance in white institutions.

In 1852, while President of

Antioch College, Mann would tell Ohio blacks;
believe there is a bond of territory
around the earth, and on each side of
the equator which belongs to the African
The commotions of the earth have
Race.
jostled them out cf their place. But they
I

85

Eleventh Annual Report of the Board of Education, Together with the
Eleven tn Annual Report of the Secretary of the Board Boston, 1848,
December 24, 1847.
p. 39; The Liberator
,

,

86

Messerli,

ojp.

cit

.

,

p.

446.
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will be restored to it when reason
and justice shall succeed to the terrible
guilt
and passion which displaced them. 87

Despite these colonizationist sentiments,
Mann still believed that
his ideas on human progress were also
valid for blacks.

Although en-

visioning an all-white America in the distant
future, Mann believed
that blacks should be afforded benevolence
and justice as American
citizens.

In his private life, at least, he was
guided by this axiom.

Among his circle of friends were Charles Sumner,
Theodore Parker and
Samuel Gridley Howe, all staunch anti-slavery advocates.

But while

these men worried about the growing threat of the "Southern Slavocracy"
in the 1840' s, Mann was preoccupied with the problems of Boston
school-

masters and reactionary clergy.

Hence, he took a neutral position in

his public utterances because he believed that showing partisanship

would jeopardize the common school cause.®®

Black Separatists Struggle to Preserve the African School

In 1848 and 1849, the struggle over the mastership of the African
(Smith)

School produced a schism among black leaders.

tion to the school were black integrationists

,

United in opposi-

including John T. Hilton,

William. C. Hell, Thomas Dalton, Robert Morris, Jr., Coffin Pitts, Henry

Weeden, James Johnson, Jonas Clark and Lemuel Burr.

Between 1844 and

1846, these men joined by white integrationists and abolitionists Wil-

87
88

The Liberator, October

2,

Messerli, op. cit

448.

.

,

p.

1852.
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lian

jloyd Garrison and Wendell Phillips
had petitioned the School

J’

Committee three times demanding the abolition of African
Schools and
the admission of blacks to the city's district
schools.

When their

petitions failed they resorted to boycotts, lowering the Smith School's
attendance by 65 per cent.^

By 1848, integrationists engaged their

colleague, Robert Morris, the first black lawyer in the United States,
to file suit

ir.

the court of common pleas against the city to test the

constitutionality of school segregation.

In December,

1849, Morris

would assist Charles Sumner, later Radical Republican Senator in Congress, during arguments before the Massachusetts Supreme Court in the

case of Roberts v. The City of Boston.

Black separatists on the other hand, led by Reverend Thomas Paul,

Pastor of the African Baptist Church, had maintained the traditions of

black unity and race pride since Prince Hall and a small group of

prosperous blacks had organized the first black masonic lodge (1787)
and the African Benevolent Association (1800).

In the 1840’ s, they

were led by a few black businessmen and black clergymen.

Prosperous

black shopkeepers withheld their support from the campaign for racially
integrated schools because they feared a loss of profits and white
patrons.

Black ministers, on the other hand, worried about losing their

parishoners to white churches, remained aloof from the cause.
a new spokesman for separatist sentiments emerged.

In IS^S,

Thomas Paul Smith,

Anti-Slavery
a nephew of Rev. Paul, tried to establish a "Colored

89 Levy and Jones,
op

.

cit

.

,

p.

x-xx.
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Society", but black Garrisonians defeated
the plan. 90

Smith was born in Boston and attended the Smith
School, graduating
xn 1838.

He had also completed two semesters at
Phillips Academy in

Andover, Massachusetts.

Despite his experience at Andover or perhaps

because of it, Smith's sentiments on racially integrated
schools
changed.

3y 1848, he believed that the black pupil would be better off

in his own school where he would be "cheered on by
the unanimous shout

of encouragement of all his fellows with no jeers or unkindnesses
to

make heavy his heart."

91

In 1848, Smith made a move to control the mastership of the Smith

School.

Since the School Committee was determined to maintain the

segregated school, Smith decided to pressure the Committee for a black
teacher.

Until his cousin, Thomas Paul, Jr., returned to Boston there

was no qualified black in the city willing to seek the position.
Paul, Jr., himself a graduate of the School, had entered Noyes Academy
in Canaan, New Hampshire , an abolitionist experiment

ir.

_

axially into

When the townspeople destroyed it, Paul was admitted

grated education.

to Dartmouth College, graduating in 1841.

He subsequently became master

of black schools in Albany, New York and Providence, Rhode Island.

92

In August, while the Committee searched for a new school master to

replace Ambrose Wellington, Smith obtained the signatures of 120 blacks

90 Nell, Services of Colored Americans
*10

r»

>

4

p.

365; The Liberator

,

November

t

91 Smith, T. P.
op . cit , p.
.

92

,
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,

Boston, 1849, p. 5; quoted in Levy and Jones,
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in a petition requesting his cousin Paul as the
new teacher.

The

petitioners urged the Committee to keep the school open,
and insisted
tnat it exerted "no baleful influences, no degradation,
no oppression
or prejudice", but rather, offered the "greatest advantage
to the

colored people."

Since the school met the educational needs of blacks,

they reasoned, and neither a majority of blacks or whites demanded its
closing, the Smith School should remain open.^

When militant black leaders learned of the petition, they were
outraged.

Benjamin Roberts, father of the plaintiff in the Roberts

case, called Smith "a young ambitious bigot" carrying out a "selfish

gratification."

Hence, Roberts, Coffin Pitts, Henry Weeden and James

Johnson, all staunch members of the "School Abolishing Party", voted a

committee to oppose Paul's appointment.

They had no quarrel with

Paul,, who remained silent throughout the controversy, but they felt

betrayed by Smith who was using the issue of black versus white teacher
4>
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his black antagonists in the untenable position of opposing the appoint-

ment of a qualified black teacher in order to force the school's clos-

mg. 94
The School Committee tabled Smith's petition on August

election day for new school masters.

r1 c
^

94

^**t.

p

^

448

9,

1843,

Because of the conflicting senti-

.

"Proceedings of a Meeting... Asking that
DeBois, J. and Roberts, B.
Thomas Paul Ee Appointed Principal in the Smith School, August 6,
1846", Boston School Committee, Miscellaneous Papers 1848.
,

,
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merits from blacks,

matrer.

a new subcommittee was established
to look into the

Smith then drew up a second petition
signed by sixty blacks

including eleven parents of grammar school
children.

Additional state-

ments by blacks were submitted to the Committee
supporting Smith's

position, arguing that a competent black teacher
would make their chil-

dren

worthy and valuable men and honorable citizens "^5
.

After reviewing the conflicting opinions, the investigating
committee, convinced that no school committee would support
racially inte-

grated public schools, saw no injustice in confining blacks to the

Smith school (see Map 6).

They e>plained their position:

there are some feelings inherent in our
nature which are paramount to all law...
Such is perhaps the distinctions and
natural separation between the colored
and white races-as against the vain arguments of philanthropists or the teachings
cf Christianity.^

Although they thought it only natural and proper for blacks to desire
black teacher, they msistec tnat Wellington was a victim of prejudice
and persuaded the board zo re-elect him master 12 to 10 over Paul.^
During the winter and spring of 1849, integrationists retaliated

through an effective boycott of the Smith School, which drove the

<

^~

l

"To the Boston School Board,
Petition from Peter Smith, et. al
August 11, 1848", Boston School Committee, Miscellaneous Papers
1847-1848.
.

,

,

Special Committee, «.ugusu iu, xo4b, in Ibia
97

.

City of Boston, Report of the Annual Examination of the Public
Schools, Boston, 1849, pp. 42-43.

a
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enrollment down to 49 students. 98

In a large meeting of blacks on

July 23, 1849, they reminded the Common Council of Eoston
that "For-

eigners of all kinds" were admitted to the public schools; and
a reso-

lution was drawn up denouncing Thomas Paul as a traitor.

Black aboli-

tionists, Hilton, Roberts and Lemuel Burr distributed a militant handbill:

Every individual who wears a Colored
face is called upon to meet at the
Belknap Street Church... to decide
the question whether we are satisfied
to be humbugged out of our rights in
regard to common school instruction
for our children; also to remonstrate
against the appointment of any individual as master in the Smith school
to continue it one moment as an exclusive school.
Let our motto be,
Down With The School! 99

Despite their protests and boycott, militant blacks could neither

block the appointment of Paul or force the abolition of the Smith
By September, 1849, the School Committee had sided with the

School.

separatists.

Andrew Bigelow, a member of the special committee exam-

ining prospective schoolmasters, voiced the sentiments of his colleagues.
He asserted that blacks were separated because of their "African hue",

which though not inferior, was a plain mark of distinction.
a palpable sign manual," he added,

men."

"It was

"an epistle known and read by all

Convinced that the petitioners for racially integrated schools

did not speak for the majority of Boston's blacks and that "A state of

Ibid
^9

.

,

p.

55.

Bigelow,
"Great School Rights Meeting, Boston, August, 1649", in
et. al . , o£. cit , pp. 3, 26.
.

287

p.
,
.

cit

op.

Schultz,

ource:
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reeling and opinion prevalent in the community"
opposed any change in
the school system, Bigelow recommended that
the Smith School remain
°'~

en

an(^

Placed "in the hands of a competent Colored Teacher."^®

Thomas Paul, Jr., was subsequently appointed master
of the Smith
School.

Hilton and other militant blacks continued the boycott
which

reduced the average daily attendance by 45 per cent to 57
students.
Yet despite the disturbance on the day Paul assumed his duties,
the

school remained open.

The boycotters, hoping to sustain their drive,

collected funds for protest schools, but only managed to open one.
By the spring of 1850, the boycott ended.

The school would remain open

under Paul's charge until August, 1855, but daily attendance declined.
In November, 1854, the Grammar School Committee would describe the Smith

School's "bad conditions, but little progress... and bad discipline." 101

Militant black leaders and their abolitionist allies faced what
appeared to be impossible odds.

When they denounced the evils of

slavery and called for its abolition, tney were attacking an obvious out

distant immorality.

But when a small group of known agitators, claiming

to represent the blacks of Boston, attacked the city's school system

which most Bostonians revered, they were often denounced as troubleWhile many black Bostonians believed in the goals

makers and lunatics.

of the Equal School Rights Movement, they were often unable or unwilling

mo
101

,
bigexow, et. ax

......
.

,

pp.

The Liberator, April 26, 155C; Massachusetts House Report No. 167,
1855, Boston, 1855. p. 10; cited in Levy and Jones, op. cit , pp.
248-262.
,

,

,
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to sustain their active support.

Indeed, abolitionists never tired of

appealing to blacks for support as the movement dipped
into one decline
after another.

Like many crusaders, black and white abolitionists con-

Suantly searched for issues and incidents to keep the cause
before the

public mind.
Black separatist leaders, on the other hand, had an easier task.
^•hil e

their motives were unclear and equally suspect, they were able

to capitalize on black racial pride and the preference for a black

teacher in the African School.

Perhaps they doubted the ability of

militant blacks to achieve racially integrated schools in the foreseeable future, and feared for the education of black children during the
interim.

Thus they successfully opposed the closing of the only Grammar

school available to blacks.

But their victory would be shortlived.

The Boston School Committee's position, which had not changed

since 1820, was strengthened by the disagreement among blacks.

Despite

tne evidence from nearby towns where integration nau occurred wicnout

incidents, they insisted that Boston's much larger black population

necessitated a different system.

Separating black and white pupils,

they argued, was tc the benefit of both races.

Hence, they reminded

black petitioners for integration of the pending "Roberts Case", adding that "To Caesar they appealed and to Caesar they should go."

“

Sarah Roberts
p.

16.

v.

The City of Boston (1849); Bigelow, et. al

.
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CHAPTER

V

THE ROBERTS CASE

Between June, 1846 and December, 1849, the
controversy over separate schools intensified.

Frustrated by the watered down legislative

act of 1845, and the pro-segregationists school
committee, black

leaders in Boston decided to gain school integration
by court order.
In 1847, Benjamin Roberts, a black parent, and Robert
Morris,

Boston's first black lawyer, set up a test suit against the city
under
the ie45 statute, which provided redress for "any child unlawfully

excluded from public instruction." 1

In March, 1847, Benjamin Roberts

requested the Primary School Committee to admit his five year old
daughter Sarah to her local primary school.

The Committee refused the

application on the grounds that Sarah was a "colored person".

Roberts

then applied to the district committee which also refused her on the

grounds of color.

He next applied to the General School Committee, but

was referred back to the district committee, which again refused Sarah
on the "sole ground of color."

On February 15, 1848, Sarah Roberts

"went into the primary school nearest her residence, but without any

ticket of admission and was ejected from the school by the teacher."
Her father then sued the city for $1,000 damages in the Court of Common
Pleas, but lost his case.

Attorney Robert Morris, encouraged by the

appointment of abolitionist Richard Fletcher to the Massachusetts
supreme court: on Occooer

1

ro^o, iiiea an

d^eoi and contacted

Massachusetts General Court, Acts and Resolves, 1543,
Boston, 1846, p. 379.

1844,.

and 1845

,
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Charles Sumner, the Harvard trained abolitionist lawyer,
to prosecute
the case before the state's high court.
the court until December, 1849.

The Roberts case did not reach

2

The State Supreme Court Justices

On December 4, 1849, the Massachusetts Supreme Court heard the

case of Sarah Roberts v. The City of Eoston, which involved the rights
all black school children.
tice Lemuel Shaw.

Presiding over the court was Chief Jus-

Born in Barnstable, Massachusetts, June

Shaw graduated with honors from Harvard College in 1800.

9,

1781,

For the next

year he served as an usher in Boston's Franklin Grammar School.

In

1804 he was admitted to the Massachusetts Bar and began practicing in

Boston.

He represented Boston in the legislature during the War of

1812, and afterward as a state Senator.

In politics he was a Federalist

and a Webster Whig, but remained all his life a free trader.

He served

with distinction as a merrier of the i^ssachusetts Constitution?! Convention of 1820, and in 1822 he drafted the first city charter of Boston, enforced until 1913.

From 1822 to 1830, Shaw represented Ward

Eleven on the Boston Grammar School Committee.

On August 30, 1830, he

was appointed Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court, where he
served for thirty years until August 21, I860.
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During his tenure on the court, Shaw maintained
an active interest
in educational issues.

In 1845, as the representative of Ward Six
on

the Boston Garmmar School Committee, he headed a
petition against co-

educational schools.

The petition reads in part:

"they regard the

system whereby children of one sex only are allowed to attend
a school
as having many and great advantages over the system of mixed
schools,

and they should depreciate as a great evil any change." 4

According to his biographer, Frederick H. Chase, "probably no

other state judge has so deeply influenced commercial and constitutional law throughout the nation.

An opinion by Shaw rarely lends itself

to isolated quotations... His words had weight rather than brilliancy

or eloquence.
The most important of his 2,000 judicial decisions set precedents.
He

is'

perhaps best remembered for his ruling in Commonwealth

v.

Hunt in

1842, when he decided that a labor union, organized on the basis of

maintaining a closed shop, is not a criminal conspiracy.
portant decisions concerning the rights of blacks.
Commonwealth

v.

Shaw made im-

In the case of

Aves, 1836, which involved the status of slaves volun-

tarily brought by their masters into Massachusetts, Shaw held that:
As a general rule, all persons coming within
the limits of a state, become subject to all
its municipal laws, civil and criminal and
entitled to the principles which these laws

“

February 11, 1845", in Boston
"Petition from Lemuel Shaw, e t al
1845.
Papers
Miscellaneous
School Committee
.

.

,

,

5

Chase, Frederick, Lemuel Shaw: Chi ef Justice or the Massachusetts
Supreme Court, Boston, 1918, p. 278.
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confer; that this rule applies as well to
blacks as whites, except in the case of fugitives, that if such persons have been slaves
they become free not so much because any alteration is made in their status... as because
there is no law which will warrant, but there
are laws... which will prohibit their detention
and forceable removal...
,

According to Garrison, this decision "made a profound impression on
the South."

n

Indeed, in 1856, Associate Justice of the United States

Supreme oourt, Benjamin Curtis, cited Shaw's opinion in his dissent
from Chief Justice Roger B. Taney's majority opinion in the Dred Scott
8
„
Case.

Shaw is also remembered for his rigorous enforcement of the fugitive slave law, which stems from his belief in the supremacy of federal
law.

In 1842, fugitive slave George Latimer escaped to Boston from

Norfolk, Virginia, and was later arrested without a warrant on charge of
theft.

Brought before Judge Shaw on a Writ of Habeas Corpus, Latimer

was refused a jury trial and remanded for trial before

circuit court.

a

United States

In 1851, Shaw again ruled against a fugitive slave, in

the Thomas Simms case.

Shaw explained the procedure for retrieving a

fugitive
The fugitive is seized and taken before
a Judge or magistrate within the state
and on proof parole or written, that he
owes labor to the claimant, it is made
the duty of the judge or magistrate to

Co nunonwe axon v. Aves, 16 fflassacnusects , ib36, pp.

^j.7

216.

n

Garrison and Garrison, II, p. 79.
8

Dred Scott v. Sanford, 19 Howard Practice, pp. 40, 519.
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give the certificate, which authorized
the removal of the fugitive to the state
from whence he abscounded.

Shaw’s colleagues on the court in 1849 were Richard Fletcher,

Samuel S. Wilde, Theron Metcalf and Charles A. Dewey.

Fletcher was a

prominent attorney and a native of Vermont, who moved to Eoston in
1825.

.In 1837,

he was converted to abolitionism following the murder

of Abolitionist editor Elijah P. Love joy by a white mob in Alton,

Illinois.

When Boston abolitionists met to eulogize Love joy, Fletcher

offered to help pay the cost of re-establishing the Alton Observer

.

From this time on Fletcher became increasingly sympathetic to aboli-

tionists.^

In October, 1848, he was appointed to the high court.

Abolitionists were encouraged by his appointment because in 1844 he had
given his opinion to Salem Mayor Stephen

C.

Phillips, declaring that

city's segregated schools in violation of the Massachusetts constitution.

However, Fletcher did not sit for the Roberts Case."^
The other justices brought diverse experiences to the case.

Samuel

Wilde, born in Taunton, Massachusetts, was a Dartmouth graduate, ap-

pointed to the court in 1815.

In that same year he served as a delegate

to the Hartford Convention which "hinted at secession" of New England

over its difference with the federal government concerning the War of
1812.

12

9

Thomas Simms Case, 61 Massachusetts, 1851, pp. 285-287.

^

Garrison and Garrison, II, pp. 182-184.
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Theron Metcalf was a native of Franklin, Massachusetts
and
graduate who joined the court in 1848.

Brown

a

He was considered an expert in

the law of contracts and many of his articles
are found in the American
J

Jurist.

He served with Horace Mann, Secretary of the
State Board of

Education, on a committee for codifying and revising the statute
laws
of the state in 1838. 13

The fifth member of the court, Charles A.

Dewey, was a Williams College graduate, appointed to the court in

According to his biographer, Dewey was "thoroughly familiar with

1837.

the entire body of Statute Law." 14

Attorneys For The Plaintiff And The City

Charles Sumner and Robert Morris, Jr., argued the case of Sarah
Roberts.

Sumner was born in Boston, January

Sheriff Charles P. Sumner.

6,

1811, the son of Boston

His son Charles was educated at the Boston

Latin School and Harvard Law School, graduating in 1831.

He turned
»

down a teaching position at Harvard, and began a private practice.

^

Sumner announced his belief in integration by joining Garrison in the

campaign against the state's anti-interracial marriage law.

In 1851/

he would enter the United States Senate as a Free Soil Democrat,

beginning

a

22-year career during which he consistently advocated the

rights of blacks.

11 "Metcalf,

Famous for his powerful voice, Sumner occasionally

Theron", in Grant and Wilson,' Appletons

,

IV, p.

311.
I

14 "Dewey, Charles", in Ibid
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enraged his opponents with his caustic language and righteous manner.
In 1856 he gave a speech entitled the "Crime Against Kansas", during

which he was accused of insulting Senator Andrew Butler of South Caro4

lina.

Representative Preston Brooks, Butler's nephew, retaliated

toy

caning Sumner into insensibility while Sumner sat at his desk in the
Senate chamber.

This terrible beating kept Sumner out of the Senate

for four years, and Massachusetts did not elect a successor.

During

the Reconstruction Era, Sumner is remembered for his harsh treatment

of the South.

kind of

main

His political colleagues observed of him:

"He was the

who could not rise above principle

Historian and physician, Dr. Gordon Palfy, praised him for his

work on the Roberts' case:

"You have done few things among your worthy

acts to be remembered by yourself hereafter more to your satisfaction,
or by posterity to your praise."

17

Assisting Sumner in the preparation of the Roberts' case was
Robert Morris, Jr., the first black man "to make an impression as a
lawyer."

Born in Salem in 1823, Robert worked as a stable boy, where

Aves'
he impressed Ellis Gray Loring, one of the attorneys in the

case.

Loring hired Morris as an office boy and prepared him for the

Bar exam.

He was admitted to the Bar in February, 1847.

Morris noted

of his first case:

1C Williams, Current, and Freiael, A History of the bniied States, I,

pp. 542-543.
17

Malone, ed.
Cited in Haynes, George, "Sumner, Charles",
XVIII, p. 211.
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There was something in the courtroom that morning that made me
feel like a quaint.
I spared no
pains... that I might win the
first case that had ever been
tried before a jury by a colored
attorney in this country... The
foreman in that jury hall found
for the plaintiff, my heart
bounded up and my people in the
courtroom acted as if they would
shout for joy.l®
the City of Boston was Peleg W. Chandler.

Gloucester

,

Born at New

Massachusetts in 1816, Chandler graduated from Bowdoin

College in 1834, eight years after John Russwurm, one of the first

black college graduates in America.

He graduated from Harvard Law

School and was admitted to the Bar in Boston in 1837.

He was a member

of the City Council and served as its president from 1844 to 1845.

From

1840 to 1846 he represented Boston in the state legislature where he

served as a member of the Joint Standing Committee on Education which

drafted the 1845 school rights law.

The wording of this law curbed the

efforts of abolitionist Wendell Fhillips to end segregation by legislative action.

In 1846, as City Solicitor, Chandler defended the city

19
enforcement of school segregation under the 1845 statute.

An Agreed Statement of Facts

The case of Sarah Roberts v. The City of Boston began in the Court

^
19

Daniels, Freedom's Birth Place
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of Common Pleas under the 1845 statute which
provided redress for "any

child unlawfully excluded from public school
instruction." 20

An agreed

statement of facts emphasized the legal and physical
conditions:
Under the system of public schools established in the City of Boston, primary
schools are supported by the city, for the
instruction of all children residing therein
between the ages of four and seven years.
For this purpose, the city is divided for
convenience, but not by geographical lines,
into twenty-one districts, in each of which
are several primary schools making the whole
number of primary schools in the city of
Boston one hundred and sixty-one. These
schools are under the immediate management
and superintendence of the Primary School
Committee, so far as that committee has
authority, by virtue of the powers conferred by vote of the general school committee 2 ^
.

The regulation established by the Primary School Committee provided

that "no pupil shall be admitted into a primary school, without
ticket of admission from a member of the district committee."

a

And that

"Every member of tne committee shall admit to his school, all applicants, of suitable age and qualifications, residing nearest to the

school under his charge (excepting those for whom special provision has

been made) provided the number in his school will warrant the admisThe regulations also provided that "Applicants for admission to

sion."

the schools

L
(with the exception and provision referred to

m
.

the pre-

ceding rule) are especially entitled to enter the schools nearast to

20

"Sarah Roberts
p.

2^

198.

Ibid.

,

p.
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their places of residence." 22
It was agreed that when Sarah Roberts applied for
admission to her

neighborhood primary school, the city maintained two primary
schools,
one on Belknap Street and the other on Sun Court Street for
blacks.

Separate black schools had existed in Boston for half a century, originally upon the request of blacks themselves, and the teachers of these
schools had equal qualifications and compensations as teachers in other

similar schools in Boston. 23
The plaintiff, Sarah Roberts, a five year old black child and a

resident of Boston, was living with her father on Andover Street in
the Sixth Primary School District, since March, 1847.

Benjamin Roberts

was a prominent black leader in the fight against segregation.

He

attempted four times to enter his daughter in the sixth district primary
school and was refused each time solely on the ground of color.

On the

direct route from her home to the separate black primary school on
Belkna^ 3Uc«.- ( Sarah passed five other primary schools reserved for
Roberts was informed that his daughter could be admit-

white children.

ted at any time to the Belknap Street School, but he refused to enter

Determined to test the constitutionality of city enforced

her there.

school segregation, Roberts initiated a suit in his daughter's name

under the 1845 education statute, which he believed guaranteed his
daughter admission to the local neighborhood primary school.

22 Ibid.

23
24

,

p.

200.

Ibid.

Ibid.

pp.

200-201.
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Arguments for the Plaintiff and the Defendant

Ir.

presenting the case for the plaintiff, Charles
Sumner and Robert

Morris, Jr. stressed six points.

First, Sumner told the court that the

spirit of American institutions and the Constitution of
Massachusetts
made no distinction between individuals on the basis of color
or race:

"which way soever we turn," he argued, "we are brought back to one single proposition

the equality of men before the law ." 25

He told the

court that every form of discrimination in civil and political institutions was thereby condemned.

No person could be

bom

with privileges

denied to other persons, and no institutions could legally recognize

distinction of birth.
Sumner’s second point was that the legislature, like the constitution, had made no discrimination of color or race in establishing the

public schools.

He showed that the Supreme Judicial Court had never

recognized discrimination in the administration of the public schools.
"The schools required by the statute

Indeed, the court had declared:

are to be maintained for the benefit of the whole town, as it is the

wise policy of the law to give all the inhabitants equal privileges for
the education of their children in the public schools.

Nor is it in

27
the power of the majority to deprive the minority of this privilege."

Sumner next alleged the unconstitutionalitv of excluding black

')C

““

27

Sumner, Argument
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children from public schools open to whites
and stressed the inconvenience this placed on black pupils and
their parents.

The school com-

mittee was merely empowered to superintend
the public schools and to

determine "the number and qualifications of
scholars."

authority to segregate, because to do so was to
"brand

with the stigma of inferiority and degradation."

It had no
a

whole race

By assuming such

power, the school committee was placing itself above
the constitution.
It would enable them," he added, "in the exercise of
a brief and local

authority, to draw a fatal circle, within which the Constitution cannot
enter; nay, where the very Bill of Rights shall become a dead let-

ter."

28

The only factors which the school committee might consider as

qualifications were age, sex, and moral and intellectual fitness.

Sum-

ner asserted that school committee regulations must be as reasonable as

municipal bylaws and regulations, as the law requires.

And for the

committee to assume that a whole race possessed distinct qualities

.i’nich

necessitate their separation from other races, was an unreasonable

exercise of the committee's discretion, and hence an illegal one.

29

Anticipating the separate but equal doctrine, Sumner argued that
the segregated school could not be an "equivalent" because of the stigma

of caste and the inconveniences which it imposed, and because a public
school, by definition, was for the improvement of all classes gathered

28

29

Sumner, Argument
Ibid.

,
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86.
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together on the basis of equality.

He denied that the exclusive black

primary school could be a public school, and hence it had no legal
existence.

Thus it was not an equivalent.

Even if such a school might

be equal under the law, "still the colored children cannot be compelled
to take it."

Blacks could not be required to give up any of their

.

rights for "precise equality".

30

In the final point of his argument, Sumner asked the court to de-

clare unconstitutional the discriminatory regulations of the school

committee, even though the state constitution and legislative acts did

not contain specific prohibitions.

He cited as precedent the abolition

of slavery in Massachusetts, by virtue of the declaration of rights in
the state constitution, without any specific mention of abolition.

If

there was any doubt in this case, the court should decide in favor of
He quoted Rousseau:

equality.

"It is precisely because the force of

things tends always to destroy equality, that the force of legislation

_ „31

„
^
ought always to tena to maintain it.
.

In closing, Sumner argued that the original request of blacks them-

selves for a separate school should not jeopardize the rights of black
people, nor should it prejudice the school committee

s

regulatory

V Vk
Contrary to earlier assertions that separate schools benefit

3k

powers.

degradation
both races, Sumner believed that they created feelings of
whites.
among blacks and of prejudice and uncharitableness in

His final

scholarship, were, in
remarks, since validated by twentieth century

Sumner, Argument
Ibid.

,

p.

91.

,

p.

83.

:
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part

'

The whites themselves are injured by the
separation... With the law as their monitor...
they are taught practically to deny that
grand revelation of Christianity the Brotherhood of Mankind. Their hearts, while yet:
tender with childhood, are necessarily hardened by this conduct, and their subsequent
lives, perhaps, bear enduring testimony to
this legalized uncharitableness.
Nursed in
the sentiment of Caste receiving it with
the earliest food of knowledge, they are unable to eradicate it from their natures...
The school is the little world in which the
child is trained for the larger world of
life.
It must therefore cherish and develop the virtues and the sympathies which
are employed in the larger world... Prejudice
is the child of ignorance.
It is sure to
prevail where people do not know each other.
Society and intercourse are means established
by Providence for human improvement.
They
remove antipathies, promote mutual adaptation
and conciliation, and establish relations of
reciprocal regard. 32

—

,

In rebuttal, City Solicitor Peleg W. Chandler declared that the

school committee was within its legal power in maintaining the separate
schools for blacks.

He stated that "the power was given to the school

committee by the city charter.

The grant was constitutional and the

school committee was the exclusive judge of the best manner of executing the power given them."

He added:

"the legal right was in the

school committee, whether they exercise that right well or ill, they

were responsible to their own conscience and to the public."

33

Chandler defended the judgment of the committee, and agreed with

3~

Argument

33

"Sarah Roberts v. The City of Boston", on. cit
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the basis for discrimination:
<_hat

"The school committee acted on the ground

the colored and white citizens were different races; and
that it

would be better for both to remain separate."
as

He viewed the separation

no more unjust to the blacks than the whites..

separation was granted equally."

.

both groups thought

Separate schools were established by

an act of charity:
The school committee did not establish
these schools.
They were established
more than half a century ago at the
earnest entreaty of the colored population, 'who could not go to white
schools, owing to the prejudice against
them.
It was regarded as a great
boon by them 34
'

.

.

.

The school committee's action was justified because "they also were

satisfied that many and perhaps a majority of the colored population
were still in favor of the schools."
Chandler'
sy.

s

summation stressed his personal views on the controver-

He denied

Any wish or desire to deprive the colored
Their
race of any rights, legal or moral.
was
whites
the
with
equality
political
fully admitted, and it rested on the opponents of these schools to show that the
right of superintendence and management
claimed by the school committee and exercised ever since the adoption of the constitution, was not intended for the best
good of all the children both colored and

white

34

3~

>

.

ar.
Chandler's opinion was not recorded by the court reporter, but
December
Transcript
excerpt appeared in the Boston Daily Evening
5 , 1849
,

.

35

Ibid.
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In closing, Chandler scolded black
integrationists

7

But while there was no desire to add to the
prejudice and wrong already suffered by the
colored population, and while those who were
seriously desirous of elevating their condition by an honest application of the means
in their power were entitled to the highest
respect, to those that neglect these means
in their power, withdraw their children from
these schools, and cherish feelings of discontent and unhappiness the language of
Menenius Aippa to the citizens of Rome might
be appropriately addressed,
You are Transported by calamity
Thither where more awaits you and your
slander
The helms O' the State who care for
you like
Father, when you curse them as enem,

ies. 3 ^

Chief Justice Shaw's Opinion and the Court's Decision

Chief Justice Lemuel. Shaw delivered the unanimous opinion of the

court in March, 1850, three months after the case was argued.

Shaw

began by reviewing tne agreed statement: of racts, pointing out that
the plaintiff had access to a black primary school equal to the other

public primary schools.

He rejected the notion that she had been un-

The issue, Shaw

lawfully excluded from public school instruction.

argued, was one of power, "because, if they (the committee) have the

legal authority, the expediency of exercising it in any particular way
is exclusively with them.

36
37

37

Ibid.
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.

,

p.

205.

199

Proceeding directly from the approval of the school committee's
powers, Shaw denied that all individuals possess equality

before the law.

This assumption, which in itself was sufficient to

decide the case, reads:
The great principle, advanced by the learned
and eloquent advocate of the plaintiff, is,
that by the constitution and laws of Massachusetts, all persons without distinction of
age or sex, birth or color, origin or condition, are equal before the law.
This, as a
broad general principle such as ought to
appear in a declaration of rights, is perfectly sound; it is not only expressed in
terms, but pervades and animates the whole
spirit of our constitution of free government.
Eut, when this great principle comes
to be applied to the actual and various conditions of persons in society, it will not
warrant the assertion, that men and women
are legally clothed with the same civil and
political powers, and that children and
adults are legally to have the same functions
and be subject to the same treatment; but
only that the rights of all, as they are settled and regulated by law, are equally entitled to the paternal consideration and protection of the law, for their maintenance
What these rights are, to which
and security.
individuals, in the infinite variety of circumstances by which they are surrounded in
society, are entitled, must depend on laws
adapted to their respective relations and
,

conditions.

°

After declaring unreasoned grounds for decision, Shaw defined the

question facing the court.

His phrasing of the question was such as

doctrine:
to make possible his answer of the separate but equal

Concedina therefore, in the fullest manner,
that colored persons, the descendants of
.

38 Ibid.

,

p.

206.
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^f r c<ans &re entitled by law, in this Commonwealth, to equal rights, constitutional and
political, civil and social, the question then
arises, whether the regulation in question
which provides separate schools for colored
children, is a violation of any of these rights. 39
^-

>

In answering the question, Shaw argued that "legal rights depend

upon the provisions of the law"

;

that the state constitution had de-

clared broad principles "to influence and direct the judgement and
conscience of legislators in making laws, rather than to limit and
control them."

The legislators, in turn, had merely defined general

outlines and aims of an educational system; and that the school committee was empowered to make all regulations concerning the classifica-

tion of pupils.

Convinced by the committee's belief that separate

education benefits both races, Shaw saw no reason to doubt that the
committee formed its belief "on just grounds of reason and experience,
40
and in the results of a discriminating and honest judgement."

Shaw concluded by denying that separate schools "perpetuate the

odious system of caste."

On the contrary, he declared, "this prejudice,

if it exists, is not created by law, and probably cannot be changed by

law."

He added, moreover, that prejudice would more likely be fostered

the
"by compelling colored and white children to associate together in

same schools."

He closed with a vindication of the school committee:

It is a fair and proper question
committee to consider and decide
having in view the best interest
classes of children placed under

39 Ibid.

40 Ibid.

,

p.

209.

for the
upon,
of both
their
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superintendence, and we cannot say, that
their decision upon it is not founded on
just grounds of reason and experience,
and in the results of a discriminating
and honest judgement.

Shaw completely ignored the experience of black children
through-

out the rest of Massachusetts who were admitted to public schools
without incident.

Thus, Shaw introduced for the first time the doctrine

of "separate but equal" as a constitutional justification of racial

segregation in public schools.
Shaw's opinion in the Roberts Case provided a valuable precedent
for later courts.

of Nevada in 1872.

It was first cited with approval by the high court

Two years later the California Supreme Court

endorsed the doctrine by quoting most of Shaw's opinion, and concluded:
"We concur in these views and they are decisive..."

In New York,

Arkansas, Missouri, Louisiana, West Virginia, Kansas, Oklahoma, South
Carolina, and Oregon, courts viewed the Roberts Case as

upholding segregated schools.

42

a

precedent for

In the United States Supreme Court,

the Roberts Case was initially discussed by Justice Clifford in Hall
v.

DeCuir as an authority of the rule that "equality does not mean
In Plessy v. Ferguson, the United States Supreme Court

identity."

cited Shaw'

s

opinion as a leading precedent for the validity of state

legislation which required segregation of blacks and whites "in places

Ibid

.

,

p.

210.

Ward v. Flood, 48 California, 1874, pp. 36, 41, 52-56; in Levy,
HisLeonard and Phillips, Harlan, "The Roberts Case", The American
517.
torical Review, April, 1951, p.

202

where they are liable to be brought into contact ..." 43

Considering the

fact the the Plessy case was the leading precedent on the constitutionthe

separate but equal" doctrine and is cited in all segrega4

cases, the Roberts Case has had a tremendous influence for over a

century.

43 Ibid.

CHAPTER

VI

THE TRIUMPH OF

THE EQUAL SCHOOL RIGHTS MOVEMENT

By 1847, Boston was the only city in Massachusetts which would
not

admit black students to her public schools.

In the counties west of

Worcester, i.e., Hampden, Hampshire, Franklin and Berkshire, there

exists no record of blacks ever being excluded from public schools.

In

Pittsfield, the only western town whose municipal records mention

blacks at all, the selectmen decided as early as 1824 not to exclude

black children from town schools.

Perhaps because of the small number

of black school age children in most of these towns, it was not feasi-

ble to build separate schools for them.

In most of the larger western

county towns, the earliest school committee records began in che 1850's

when racially segregated schools in the eastern counties had been
abandoned, either by local school boards or in the case of Boston, by

legislative act in 1855.

Thus it is difficult to assess the education-

al opportunities of western county blacks prior to 1850.

While it is
t

clear that whites in this part of state shared many of the typical

anti-black prejudices, they were nonetheless more tolerant toward the
few blacks living among them.

1

Racially Integrated Schools in the Eastern Counties Before 1840
ana
In Suffolk, Essex, Middlesex, Bristol, Barnstable, Nan tucket

1

Folk Arts Council of Pittsfield, op. cit

.

,
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Worcester counties, there was no consistent
policy on admitting blacks
to the public schools.

In these counties only eight towns contained

more than one hundred blacks in 1840, i.e.
Boston, 2427; Salem, 291;

Charlestown, 129; Worcester, 151; New Bedford,
767; Taunton, 132;
Marshpee, 291; and Nantucket, 578.

The proportion of blacks to the

white population in New Bedford, Nantucket, Marshpee and
Salem exceeded
ten per cent, as compared to two per cent for Boston.

Yet these towns

voluntarily desegregated their schools long before Boston was forced
to follow suit by the legislature.

Indeed, among all cities in the

eastern counties, only four, Boston, Salem, Nantucket and Worcester,

established separate black schools.

In the other towns, there is no

official record of blacks ever being denied admission to the public
schools.
By 1846, the Boston School Committee received letters from white

educators in Lowell and New Bedford noting that black children had
always been freely admitted to their public schools.

A Miss Elisha

Huntington of Lowell informed School Committeemen Henry I. Bowditch and
Edmund Jackson that "There is not, nor ever has been, theoretically or
practically, any distinction" made between black and white pupils in
that town's public schools.
primary, grammar, and high

She observed that schools "of every grade

— are

open to colored children, on the same

conditions as to white children."

Although the total number of black

pupils was small, she commented, they competed favorably with white

2

bickering, op. cit

.

,

pp.

113-120.
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students.

In one grammar school, she reported, "A family of colored

children were not only among the best scholars, but were the greatest
favorites in the school."

In the high school, she knew of only one

black student having enrolled.

Miss Huntington added that integration

caused no overt white hostility, and that the policy "has never been
questioned. " 3

From New Bedford, with a much larger black population, came more
convincing evidence of successful school integration.

A white high

school teacher, John F. Emerson, wrote that blacks had been attending
the high school "nearly the whole time since its first establishment, a

Thomas A. Greene, a New Bedford

period of some eight or ten years."

School Committeeman, counted a total of ninety black children in city

public schools in 1846; "Forty are in the grammar schools, twenty-five
in the intermedial

,

and about twenty in the primary schools."

Although

school attendance records made no distinction between white and black

pupils, both Greene and Emerson estimated that the average daily

attendance of blacks was proportionately equal to that of white pupils.

While both educators compared black pupils favorably with white pupils,
the
Greene reported a few instances where white parents "have sent to

teachers

a

request that their child should not be required to sit at

the same desk with a colored child."

He added that "such a request,

of the school,
when it could be done without attracting the attention

has been silently complied with."

3

But despite this prejudice, black

&ovditch and Jackson, Minority Report

,

op. cit

.

,

p.

26
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pupils fared well in twenty-one of the city's twenty-eight public
schools.

4

In Worcester, only the public primary and grammar schools were

closed to blacks between 1832 and 1847.

In theory at least,

the high

schools were always open to blacks who could pass the entrance exam.
But by 1846, only three black girls had been admitted.

In 1847, with-

out any significant pressure from blacks, the School Committee began

admitting a few blacks to their neighborhood primary and grammar
The African School, established in 1832, was kept in operation

schools.

as a separate school to accommodate a few black families living nearby

who for one reason or another chose not to send their children to other

public schools.

By the time the school was abolished in April, 1854,

its average daily attendance was too small to justify its continuance.^

Abolition of the Caste School in Nantucket

In 1840, Nantucket* s

male (73.18 per cent).

mack population

of 578 was predominantly

Over 50 percent of the total comprised blacks

between 18 and 55 years of age.

School age children constituted

approximate ly 23 per cent of the total.

In 1833

,

a separate

African

School" was established to accommodate the children of domestic servants,

farm laborers and maritime workers.

Apparently, whites on the island

blacks whom
objected to sending their children to the same schools with

Ibid
5

.

,

p.

23.

No. 167 (March,
Massachusetts House of Representatives, Uouse_]<evort

1855)

,

p.

13.
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they found "offensive to the smell."

Hence no black children were

admitted to the public schools after the African School
6
was opened.
By 1840, there were only 27 pupils enrolled in the
African School,

taught by a white minister.

The school building was less than ade-

quate, and was often closed during winter months.
time

Oj.

During the whole

its existence, the average daily attendance at the school was

often less than 20 pupils.

Apparently black parents objected to send-

i^9 ^-heir children to the caste school because of its bad conditions

snd the stigma attached to it.

But the School Committee denied their

request to enter their children in the public schools. 7
By early 1843, the Nantucket Anti-Slavery Society, an affiliate

of the Garrison-led New England Anti-Slavery Society, had gained many

new supporters on the island.

John H. Shaw, a member of the Society

and a School Committeeman for nine years, led an abolitionist ticket

whose candidates won election to all three School Committee positions.
Several black parents, who previously denounced the African School,

petitioned the new committee that their children be admitted to the
They argued that "to deny them was illegal and un-

grammar schools.

just; the attendance at the

(African)

School was irregular, and their

(children's) progress slower."

Subsequently, the Committee voted unani-

mously to honor their request.

The African School became a district

^ chickering, op.

pp.
7

cit.

,

pp.

118—148; Bowditch and Jackson, op

.

oit

21-22.

Nantucket Odyssey Waltham, Massachusetts, 1965,
p. 290; Bowditch and Jackson, p. 23.
Guba, Emil F.

,

,

.

,
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8

school attended mostly by blacks living some distance from the other
schools.

A few black students were admitted to the South Grammar School

in the fall of 1843.
The response from white parents was swift.

Fourteen white stu-

dents withdrew from the grammar school, but Committeeman Shaw noted that
"on the- same day twenty-two new scholars entered, which accession made
the school larger than before."

In the wake of white protest, the School

Committee defended integration.

They argued that "the laws of Massachu-

setts, and the Constitution... fully and clearly admit a perfect equality of political and legal rights regardless of color of the skin."

They reminded whites that blacks were entitled to the "protection and

advantages of the common schools"

,

since they were equal partners in the

political compact and the laws made under it.

"Go child of color,"

advised the Committee, "and take your place in the school, you are
equally as well entitled to it as any other child; take it and improve
it to the utmost and God protect the right."

They informed white parents

that "prejudice against color finds no place in the heart of children;
and until the pride of prejudice of the parent has fostered it, their
dispure minds aw’ard justice to all, w'ithout casting around them to

cover the hue of the skin."

.

9

white
Nonetheless, the Committee’s justification did not silence

protest.

8

Eowditch and Jackson,
Letter from John H. Shaw, March 27, 1846, in
p.

9

Shaw and
One year later, in the spring of 1844, Committeeman

23.

Ibid.
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his two colleagues lost their bids for re-election
and were replaced by
a new committee which quickly moved to return black
students to their

old separate school.

Commenting on this setback. Shaw noted that "this

brought on a severe contest, in which much feeling was shown."

The

pro-segregationist committee held office until March, 1846, when they
were replaced by Shaw and two other like-minded men.

Apparently,

abolitionist Shaw and his supporters campaigned vigorously for the
return of blacks to the public schools.

After the election Shaw wrote:

"This year the election of the School Committee turned on this question
It was the test question, and resulted in favor of the free

alone.

admission of the colored children to the public schools."

Although he expected whites to react negatively, Shaw happily
observed:

"but we have met with no difficulty; the colored school is

broken up, and the children are admitted into all our public schools,
with the same freedom, and on the same ground as the whites."

Further-

more, he asserted chat integration had not caused disruptions, nor had
it caused large numbers of white students to leave the public schools.

By July, 1846, he counted a total of fifty "well behaved, orderly
(black)

children" in various public schools, and added that "not

a

sin-

gle complaint has been made to the committee thus far from any teacher
_
respecting any one of them.

„

10

The integration victory in Nantucket was sustained.

Both black

the
parents and a sympathetic School Committee, working together, waged

first successful campaign against a caste school in Massachusetts.

10

Ibid.

The

H

"
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impact of the victory was felt in Salem and
Boston.

In 1844, the Salem

Hegister^, one of the city's leading newspapers,
printed the Nantucket

School Committee's defense of integration, which
prompted acceptance of
school integration in Salem in that same year.

In 1846, Henry I. Bow-

ditch and Edmund Jackson prepared a special Report of the
Minority of
the Boston P rimary School Committee

,

in which they included two letters

from John H. Shaw testifying to the success of racially integrated
schools in that county, where the proportion of blacks to whites far

exceeded that for Boston.

The Integration Victory in Salem

Salem, located just north of Boston on the coast, was a thriving

port city with 371 black residents by 1845.

Events in Boston had

rippling effect on Salem and other nearby towns.
the controversy over David Walker's Appeal

Boston Evening Transcript

,

,

a

During the height of

which according to the

the "largest portion" of Bay State biacKs had

read or heard read, Salem blacks began agitating for equal school rights.

Although Walker died within a year of publishing his Appeal
said the Transcript

,

,

most blacks,

seemed to "glory in its principles, as if it were a

Star in the East, guiding them to freedom and emancipation.

12

William Lloyd Garrison, following the Walker tradition, soon found
support, among Salem blacks for his doctrine of immediate abolition of

-1 Salem Register

^

,

March 14, 1844; Bowditch and Jackson, pp. 22-t3.

DeWitt, Census of Massachusetts, 1855
script, September 28, 1830.

,

p.

75;

The Boston Eve ning Tran-
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slavery and his campaign for the rights of northern
blacks.
Jcfin

In 1834,

Esmond of Salem joined the first three Massachusetts blacks
to

send $15 for life membership in Garrison's Boston-based
organization.

Additional support came from Salem'

s

Colored Female Anti-Slavery Soci-

ety, and in 1839 the Juvenile Colored Sewing Society sent $15 to
Garrison.

By 1834, whites and blacks of Salem had founded the Essex County

Anti-Slavery Society and the Female Anti-Slavery Society.

Dr.

Samuel

Johnson, Salem's leading citizen, regularly corresponded with Garrison
and devoted abolitionists Samuel May and Lucy Stone. 13

When David Walker published his Appeal

,

which found little to ad-

mire in the separate African schools, Salem's blacks were cut off from
formal schooling altogether.

The city's policy on educating black

children was hardly consistent.

From 1807 to 1830, both private indivi-

duals and the School Committee provided schooling for black children,

but these schools were never adequate.

The first African School, partly

funded by the city, was taught by a black woman, Miss Chole Minns, from
1807 to 1823.

When she retired, in 1823, the school was discontinued,

and the city allowed a few blacks to integrate one district school near

Roast Meat Hill.

But the School Committee withdrew all blacks from

this school upon the opening of the African Writing School in 1826,

taught by a black man.

The teacher was faced with seventy pupils, many

of whom were overage, in a room designed for only sixty pupils.

After

with
only one year, the Writing School closed, leaving black parents

Black Abolitionists New York, 1969, pp. 29-31;
Institute.
Samuel Johnson, Papers Box V, 183G-1S46, r-ssex

13 Quarles, Benjamin,

,

,
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the burcen of educating their own
children

(see Appendix c ). 14

In the spring of 1830, blacks began
efforts to broaden the educa-

tional opportunities for their children.

A black girl who had attended

the ola African Writing School passed the
entrance exam to the city’s

East High School in May, but was refused admission.

Her parents then

secured, the aid of a local attorney who argued that
she had every right
to attend the school.

He cited as a precedent the admission of a few

blacks to the district primary school near the black neighborhood
from
to 1826.

Apparently the School Committee yielded, because the

girl was admitted to the East High School in September, 1830.

For the

next three years, the Committee permitted a few black girls to enter
this school, but not without protests from white parents.

In 1833,

176 whites signed a petition against this policy, claiming "We have no

disposition to injure the colored citizens.

We are willing to be taxed

for their improvement, but not at the expense of our own or our chil-

dren's feelings.*’

Black parents responded by obtaining the opinions of

certain "eminent legal lights" in the city who defended the right of
the girls to attend the school.

The School Committee then struck a

compromise which was apparently satisfactory to both whites and blacks.
It agreed to withdraw the few black girls from the East High School,

but voted to open an "African Grammar School" in the room abandoned by
the oid Latin School.

14

One of the city's most competent teachers, Wil-

"Names of the Scholars that Have Attended the African School";
Broadhead, Eleanor, "A Brief History of the Negro in Salem", (Salem
Committee on Facial Understanding, 1969^ located in Essex Institute
1969.

,
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liam Dodge, was subsequently appointed as
instructor (see Appendix
F ).

15

Frpm 1837 to 1842, Dodge taught the school with no
apparent protfcoL

from blacks.

During this period, he became President of the Essex

County Anti-Slavery Society, and a popular figure in the
black community.

Although he was paid a parity salary of $600, Dodge was faced
tw ^ ce as many students as other grammar school masters in a
room

badly needing repairs.

When he retired in 1842, the School Committee

appointed a twenty-six year old white male teacher to replace him, at
a salary of $500, which was $200 below the salary paid other city gram-

mar school teachers. 16
Blacks, convinced that the city intended to maintain the separate

school as the only school for black children, launched their campaign
for racially integrated public schools in the fall of 1843.

Charles

Lenox Remond, an outspoken black leader, replaced William Dodge as

riw-ldent of the Essex County Anti-Slavery Society, and led the black
cause.

As a staunch Garrisonian, he had participated in the abolition-

ist campaign against the Jim Crow car on Bay State trains and the state
In Salem he told a white audience

law against interracial marriage.

how he longed
to see the day when it would no longer
be possible... to point to... pro-slavery
colored schools. Friends! God has made

15 "Petition of David Becket and 175 others...", in "Extracts from the
Salem School Committee Records" Essex Institute Collections 1955,
,

p. 71; Felt, oo. cit

16

Broadhead,
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us men.
If you will recognize us as such,
we will conduct ourselves in a manner
worthy of your regard and protection. 17

Remond and other leaders of the Society advised black parents to
follow the example of blacks in Nantucket and Boston, by petitioning
the School Committee for the admission of their children to city public

schools.

Blacks accepted the challenge.

In September, a prominent black resident visited the home of a

school committeeman and requested that his two grandchildren be given

tickets of admission to their local primary school.

But the committee-

man denied the request, and informed the petitioner that "Your residence
is near the colored school and you must put your children there."

However, the black would not accept this answer.

He reminded the corn-

mi teeman that he was a respectable, law-abiding citizen who was never

late in paying his taxes.

He insisted that his children had every right

to attend a district school.

But the committeeman would not yield.

closed the argument by insisting that city regulations

He

'will not <n.xow

of your children's going to any but the colored school."

When the

black continued to press his claim, a delegation from the School Committee called on him at his home and defended the city's school policy.

But the man and his family could not be persuaded.

They told the commit-

teemen that
We do not allow and so help us, we never
will allow, for a moment, that our children or any colored children, can with
jus cice be shuu out from participating
freely in the fair competition in all the

i7

The Liberator, June 23, 1854.
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advantages of the public school. A distinct school is more debasing that none.
We have feelings in common with our
fellow men.
In the wake of this confrontation, blacks began a boycott of the

African School.

Daily attendance dropped from sixty in September to

twenty— two by February.

Those pupils who continued at the school were

so "indifferent" and their parents so hostile to the white school mas-

ter that proponents of the school blamed the low attendance on the

teacher's unpopularity.

A disturbed school committee conducted an

investigation which revealed that "almost a universal disquietude"

existed among blacks, who believed it "unconstitutional and illegal to
compel them to send their children out of the district in which they
lived; that it was not humane and above all not Christian."

While the

boycott ensued, several black parents petitioned the School Committee,
arguing that the separate and inferior African School was an "intolerable grievance", and insisting that their children "were entitled to the

benefits of the district schools."
.

.

_

yield.

But the School Committee would not

18

In February, 1844, Stephen Phillips, Salem's Mayor and an abolition-

ist sympathizer, joined the dispute.

As President of the Common Coun-

cil, he had sympathized with the black petitioners for racially inte-

grated public schools.
opinion
To help settle the controversy, Mayor Phillips obtained an

against segregation from Boston

Salem Register

,

March 14, 1844.
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Massachusetts Supreme Court Justice. 19

in Fletcher's opinion, "Our

tree school system originated with
our Pilgrim Fathers, and until intro-

duced by them, was unknown to the
civilized world."

And so every citi-

zen was entitled to an equal education;
"the principle of perfect

equality is the vital principle of the system,
the rich and poor meet
upon terms of equality, and are prepared to
discharge the duties of
life by the same instructions."

Furthermore, the schools provided

opportunity for upward mobility:
The poorest man in the community may look
to the free schools, as means of preparing
his children for places of public trust
and distinction.
Many from the humblest
ranks of life in each successive generation by means of these schools are advanced to opulence and power.

This was "the principle of equality, cherished in the free schools, on
which' our free government and free institutions rest."

Abandoning this

principle would mean that
The rich alone would obtain knowledge and
power, and the poor would be ignorant and
degraded.
The rich would oppress the poor,
and the poor would war against the rich,
and our free institutions would inevitably
be destroyed in the conflict.

Fletcher interpreted all precedents as supporting integration.
Even though the legislature had granted the school committee "general
charge and superintendence of public schools", blacks should not be

forced into separate schools because the committee "would not be super-

intending

19

'

,

but ratner, it would ce destroying a vital principle of tne

Ibid., March 7, 1844.
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system.

He cited a Massachusetts Supreme
Court ruling that statute law

required the schools "to be maintained for
the benefit of the whole
town:

as it is the wise policy of the law
to give all the inhabitants

equal privileges for the education of their
children in the public
schools."

He cited another decision which reads in
part:

"Certain

individuals cannot be selected and set off by themselves
into

a dis-

trict."
These principles guaranteed to the black man equality before
the
j.aw.

Althougn Fletcher refrained from using this term, he asserted:
That neither the Constitution nor laws of
this Commonwealth, make any distinction
between a colored person and a white person.
A colored person is a free citizen,
with the same rights, privileges and duties
as any other man, so far as the Constitution
and 1oV s of this Commonwealth are concerned.
The children of colored parents are therefore, entitled to the benefit of the free
schools, equally with others.
t

Fletcher's rebuttal to the argument that "the free school provided

exclusively for colored children is equally advantageous to them"
asserted that "the colored children are lawfully entitled to the benefits of the free schools, and are not bound to accept an equivalent."

Finally, he declared that people not be taxed for "the support of dis-

tinct and separate schools for colored children" because "this is not
a

20

public school, but a school for a particular class."

20

rietcher, r-Lcharu, Opinion as to Wnetner one Scnool Committee Can
Lawfu3 ly Exclude Colored Children from the Public Schools and Confine Them to Separate Schools Established Exclusively for Them,
March 23, 1844", quoted in Massachusetts House Report No. 167,
March 17, 1855.
.
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Mayor Phillips presented Fletcher's opinion
to the new School
Committee, elected in early March.

The Committee, supported by Phil-

lips, was more sympathetic toward integration.

At a meeting crowded

with citizens on March 21, 1844, the Committee voted
that district
schools would be opened to all children regardless of
race of color.
The integration victory in Salem was sustained.

By 1846, a black

law clerk and graduate of Salem's integrated schools had
testified

before the Boston Primary School Committee on the success of Salem's
racially integrated schools.

He stated that

the colored children generally were treated
by the white children as equals and companions
in all respects; that the white children invited the colored children to their parties
and the colored children invited the white
children. 22

Later in July, a Mr. J. Mann, supervisor of Salem's female grammar
schools, also reported favorably on that city's new integrated schools.
He wrote to Boston School Committeemen Bowditch and Jackson that he had

"not heard of any difficulty in the schools in consequence of the admission of colored children."

Integration, he commented, had not caused

any white children to withdraw from the public schools, even though

there were some whites opposed to the change.

He concluded:

"there Is

but one feeling in this community in regard to the education of col-

ored youth, which is, that they should have the same privileges as

other children."

‘‘L

22
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The Legislature Outlaws Racially Segregated Public
School:

By early 1850, the leaders of the Equal School
Rights Movement had

nearly exhausted every possible means of achieving
racially integrated
public schools.

They had several times petitioned the Boston
School

Committee and the legislature, waged boycotts against the
Smith School,
and challenged segregation before the State Supreme Court,
but Boston's

public schools remained segregated.

In no other town in Massachusetts

were black children denied admission to the public schools.
leaders and abolitionists would not accept defeat.

Black

In the final phase

of the campaign they would use statewide petitions to pressure the

legislature for a law banning racially segregated schools.
In February, 1850, William C. Nell headed a group planning a

statewide petition for integrated schools.

At public meetings "They

pledged... to summon the friends of equality, from Cape Cod to Berkshire, in a mass petition to the legislature, asking for a special

lav;,

forever establishing the right of common public education for every son
and daughter of the Old Bay State."

Despite the powerful forces pitted

against them, blacks were determined to continue the struggle.

Nell,

looking into the past for guidance, reminded audiences that, like
Napoleon, who "always had a next (plan)", they also must find a new
„
means to their end.
,

.

24

The next phase of the campaign began shortly after Judge Shaw's

opinion in the

24

Lo Case was cmiio unced .

The Liberator, February 8, 1850.

In June,

unfe
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Anti-Slavery Society pledged to support "the
Colored Citizens of Boston
in their efforts for equal school rights
of their children and as

rrienas of justice, humanity, and education." 25
On June 21, Benjamin Roberts appealed through The
Liberator for

signatures on a petition to the legislature.

Referring to his petition

as the "unanimous wish of the intelligent and respectable
portion of

the Colored inhabitants", he proposed:

All the children of Colored parents, regardless of distance, who reside within
the city proper, are compelled to attend
that school or none; and in consequence
of this, some children are known to pass
half a dozen schools in the journey from
their residences to the caste school.
We believe its existence detrimental to
the interest of the rising generation.
Prejudice and hatred are the direct results of exclusive institutions.
We believe we have a legal right to the
free and untramneled admission of our
children to the same schools in common
v. ith
the children of our neighbors.

1)

2)

3)

T

integrationists began distributing one petition in rejjxuary, xoal,
and presented the document to the Joint Standing Committee on Education
of the Legislature in May.

However, that body was controlled by a

coalition of Free-Soilers and Democrats.

The Free-Soil Party sprang

from an alliance of the anti-slavery Liberty Party, Conscience Whigs,

and Democrats opposed to the extension of slavery into the western
territories.

2^

^

Although generally anti-slavery, the coalition was more

The Liberator

,

June

7,

1850.

Petition from Residents of the State of Massachusetts,
Rights", Boston, February, 1851, cited in The Liberator
1851.

r^qual School
,

March

7,
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concerned with practical political goals in Massachusetts.

Horace

Mann, spokesman for the Free Soilers, was formerly a Conscience Whig,

appointed to the congressional seat of John Quincy Adams in 1848.

After the passage of the Fugitive Slave Law in 1850, he joined the Free
Soil Party.

Boutwell

,

27

The Massachusetts Democratic Party was headed by George

candidate for Governor in 1850, described as of "Tepid anti-

slavery sentiment."

28

Free Soilers and Democrats struck a bargain which became public

knowledge.

Free Soilers were to get the Senate seat vacated by the

death of Webster, while the Democrats settled for the governorship and

most state offices.

In 1850, the coalition captured the legislature,

but they exhibited little commitment to either black rights or the

anti-slavery movement.

Wendell Phillips charged the Free Soilers with

being "too timid in the crisis."

29

In May, 1851, the Joint Standing Committee on Education of the

Legislature reported a bill which read in pare.

"No cnild shall be

excluded from any public school of the Commonwealth on account of race
or color.
The Boston Grammar School Committee sent a delegation to lobby

These men presented the legislature

against the bill on May 13, 1851.

27
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with a memorial which reads:
The public schools of Boston are now liberally ar.d happily organized with separate
schools for the two principal races of
children offering equal opportunity of
learning to both without subjecting either
to objectionable distasteful associations
and.
if said Bill should become a law it
would greatly disturb and distract the present liberal and happy arrangement of our
schools.

—

.

.

The delegation was "ordered" by the school committee to "take such

measures as they may deem expedient to oppose the enactment of said
Bill."

31

The School Committee's pressure was successful because the

legislature defeated the bill.
On May 21, 1851, blacks presented the legislature yet another

petition containing 978 signatures from all over the state.
ment reads in part:
We have struggled four or five years in
order to get our rights in the public
schools of Boston, and have from time to
time teen unsuccessful by reason of an
unfair representation of those who have
the power to deprive us of our rights.
The great majority of the Colored people
of Boston, ar least, ninety-nine out of
every one hundred, are in favor of it,
and have used labored efforts to overthrow separate and caste schools, ana
if the Eos-con representatives will condescend to divest themselves of all prejudice against us and make an effort to
become informed in regard to the truth,
certify to the facts here
they
1 will

stated.

31

32

Ibid.

32 The Liberator, April 15,

1853.

The docu-
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The petition offered a list of fifty
Boston black citizens including

twenty-nine that signed the initial
integration petition.

However, the

legislature's Joint Standing Committee on
Education refused to report
out a bill, stating 'There being a number
of religious societies among
the colored people as evidence of their
wanting a separate school." 33

Facing yet another setback, black leaders became
discouraged.

William

C.

Nell journeyed to Rochester to assist Frederick
Douglass

with the North Star

,

and John T. Hilton and Thomas Dalton became less

active in the movement.

Enrollment at the Smith School rose in 1853 to

70 pupils, with 77 per cent attending daily. 34
In March, 1852, an abolitionist from Waltham pleaded with blacks
to revive the movement:
I have been waiting, with some impatience,
to see some movement of the colored citizens
of Boston, in relation to the Smith School.
It seems to me in these days of State Reform
a measure of such vital importance to their
best inteiest should not be forgotten. Although they ure extremely indignant at the
idea of emigrating to Liberia, they are
doing their utmost to colonize themselves in
Boston. 33

Wendell Phillips tried to revive the movement by attacking the
During his unsuccessful bid for the govern-

neutrality of Horace Mann.

ship in 1852, Mann criticized abolitionist agitators:

"The colored

people of Boston are at present very well disposed towards me and our

Tne Li berator

,

34 The Liberator
,
3^

March

I

<

,

ro52.

December 28, 1853.

The Liberator, March 19, 1852.
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cause; but it would be within the power
of The Liberator to turn this

Sacharine into Aceteus." 36

in March, 1853, Phillips accused Mann of

sacrificing the rights of "the slave and the free
colored man in order
to secure for himself a wider influence and
for the white race a better

education."

By this time Mann had assumed the presidency of
Antioch

College and felt free to rebut Phillips' accusations.

He reminded the

readers of The Liberator that while he "was encountering the
opposition
and hostilities of selfishness in a thousand forms... Mr. Phillips
came
up steadily behind me and struck me with dastard blows"

help him with his common school cause.

,

and would not

Hence, a bitter Mann would

spend his last years at Antioch while Phillips and his other tormentors strove to open the common schools to blacks. 38

By late 1854, public opinion in Massachusetts was more favorable
to integration.

The Fugitive Slave Law of 1850 (see Appendix

I)

,

more

than any other factor, won new white support for abolitionism, and

greater sympathy tor tne plight of free blacks.

The new law, which in

effect repealed the Missouri Compromise of 1820, extended slavery
throughout the nation.

Slave owners could carry their slaves into free

states with no change in their status, and escaped slaves living in the

North could be seized and returned to bondage.

Captured fugitives were

denied trial by jury and the right to testify in their own defense.
Their status would be decided by a federal judge or by a special com-

36

Mann, Mary P.

,

op

.

cit

.

,

p.

386.

37

The Liberator, March 4, 1853.

38

The Liberator, March 18, 1853.

.
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missioner appointed by the federal circuit court.

They could be re-

turned to slavery solely on evidence of affidavits presented by
those

claiming to be their owners.

Furthermore, the federal commissioner who

handled the case was awarded a larger fee if the fugitive was returned
to his owner.

To northerners this arrangement smacked of bribery.

Northerners who aided escaped slaves were liable to heavy fines and
jail sentences, and they could even be called upon to assist slave

catchers in their pursuit of fugitives. 39
.

These harsh provisions, from the point of view of northerners,

threatened to create dangerous precedents for whites.
set off an explosive chain reaction in the North.

Hence, the law

Many whites, formerly

indifferent to abolitionism, were now driven into the crusade.

In

Massachusetts, where the law was extremely unpopular, a personal liberty
law was passed by the legislature barring state officials and police

from cooperating in the capture and extradition of escaped slaves (see

Appendix

D)

Abolitionists and blacks led heated protests against the "man-

stealing statute".

At a public meeting in 1851, Garrison denounced the

"We execrate it, we spit upon it, we trample it under our feet."

law:

In Boston, Ralph Waldo Emerson expressed his contempt:
law,

I

will not obey it."

Abolitionists, ignoring the law, persisted

In 1851, they rescued a slave named Shadrack from

in aiding fugitives.
a

"Confound that

him to his
United States Marshal in Boston who was preparing to return

From Slavery To Freedom p. 260; Bailey,' Tnomas,
383-384.
The American Pageant, Boston, 1956, pp.

39 Franklin, John H.

,

,
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owner.

In Springfield, Pittsfield, and Worcester, militant blacks

armed themselves and swore vengeance upon the heads of anyone attempting to seize them. 40
In June,

1654, Boston was stirred by the capture and rendition of

Anthony Bums, a fugitive slave from Virginia, working in the city as
a tailor.

Blacks and abolitionists organized city residents in an

effort to prevent Burns’ return to slavery.

But federal marshal Free-

man deputized a corps of Irishmen and ex-convicts who guarded Bums in
a barricaded room in the court house.

On June 7, fugitive slave Com-

missioner Edward Loring ordered Burns put aboard a ship headed for
Virginia.

The march from the court house to the ship was lined by

thousands of Bostonians who watched in silence as Burns, guarded by a
company of marines, was put aboard the ship.
incident:

"I witnessed Burns'

Bronson Alcott noted the

rendition today sadly and ashamed of

the Union, of New England, of Boston, almost of myself eoo."

41

As intersectional strife intensified, northeastern states experi-

enced a rise in r.ativist or anti-foreign sentiment which crystalized
In the elec-

with the founding of the Know-Nothing or American Party.

tions of 1854, the new party scored an immediate and astonishing sucgoverncess in New York and Pennsylvania, and won control of the state

ment in Massachusetts.
40
41

Bailey, p. 384; The Liberator

,

June 9, 1854; Boyer, op. cit

,

p.

438.

oean,
Boston Directory, 1347-43, p. 231; Bartlett, u-. erfc. p.
Quarterly,
England
New
William, "Puritan Versus Celt: 1850-1860",
,

VIII, 1934, p. 72.
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In the Bay State, the party gathered under
its banner new men with

no previous experience in politics who were
true representatives of

those for whom they spoke.

The party capitalized on the growing anti-

Catholic anti- foreign sentiments of old line nativists to
reduce the
influence of immigrants in politics.

Party stalwarts attacked the

Irish for their pro-slavery sentiments and "popish tendencies"

.

Irish

military companies in Boston were particularly unpopular for their
^-^le

in the rendition of Anthony Burns.

Free Soil abolitionist

Theodore Parker described the Irish as opposed to every reform in Boston:

"not an Irish newspaper is on the side of humanity, freedom,

education, progress."

Free Soiler Charles Sumner concluded in 1854

that "the moment an Irishman landed in this country he identified himself with slavery on the shallow pretext of upholding the law."^
The party's anti-Irish sentiment provided the basis for an alli-

ance with the Free Soil Party which opposed the extention of slavery

into one western territories.

In November, 1854, the Know-Nothing-

Free Soil coalition won the governorship by 81,000 votes, 351 of 358

seats in the state legislature and all 39 seats in the state Senate.

44

The leaders of the Equal School Rights Movement were encouraged

by the newly elected legislature.

Many of its members were abolition-

ists who had campaigned as Know-Nothings.

Boston's Charles W. Slack

of this group expressed his delight at seeing "so many anti-slavery

43

pp. 201-206; Theodore Parker and Charles Sumner,
Handlin, cp. cit
pp. 75, 81.
quoted in Bean, op cit
.

.

44

.

The Liberator, November 13, 1854.

228

men in the last legislature", and added that "if there
was any way in

which they could make their mark on that legislature they
would do it."
xhus

..hey

acted quickly to bolster the state's anti-slavery position.

They elected Henry Wilson, a Free Soil abolitionists, to the
United

States Senate, passed a new personal liberty law, and "presented an

address for the official decapitation of Judge Loring, for his unseeming role in the rendition of Anthony Burns." 45
The Boston City Council also reflected the new political re-

alignment.

By early 1854, that body contained several new members

reflecting the sentiments of the Know-Nothing-Free Soil coalition.
George F. Williams of this group headed a select committee investigating
a complaint by a black parent, Edward Pindall, that his son, Edward,
Jr.

,

was denied admission to a district school on account of his race.

After investigating this case and reviewing the situation at the Smith
School, the committee concluded that segretation did more harm to public

education "them any other influence."

It recommended an end to separate

schools, with the hope that Boston could be "the first of all large

cities

to establish the great fact of the equal right of all to par-

ticipate in the benefits of a common school education."

report was submitted to the School

Comini tte e

accept the City Council's recommendation.

^

npi~o

Liberator, De cem v

'~

*'

?8

,

,

The committee's

but that body would not

46

1855,
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In the wake of the controversy over the
Pindall case, black and

white opponents of segregation renewed their attack.

Nell, Garrison

and others circulated a new petition throughout the
state, resulting in

1,469 signatures of citizens demanding racially integrated public
schools.
1855.

47
'

Tne petition was presented to the legislature in March,
At this time, according to Charles W. Slack, that body was

looking for
something that should indicate their
direct connection with the colored
race... And when Mr. Nell came up with
his huge Budget of papers, it was very
simple, to put the manifold testimony
into the shape of a 'report' and
present it to the 'House'. 48
Thus, in April, a bill requiring school committees to exercise no dis-

crimination in admitting children to the public schools on account of
"race> creed, or previous condition of servitude.." was enacted by the

legislature

(see Appendix J)

.

A penal clause was included, providing

offencea parries the right to recover damages it they couia estaoixsn

....

discrimination.

49

After more than fifty years of separatism, Boston's public schools
were finally desegregated.

Subsequently, the appointment of abolition-

ist lawyer, George S. Hillard, as City Solicitor, by a Boston Know-

Nothing city government, prepared the way for integrated schools.

47

48

49
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The Liberator

,

,
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1855, p. 6.

December 28, 1855.

Massachusetts General Court, Acts and Resolves
pp. 674-675.

,

1855, Eoston, 1856,

.
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a school committee meeting one influential member
remarked

:

"the col-

ored people had in effect abolished the School (Smith)
themselves, and
it would be absurd to refuse to pass the order."

voted 38 to

6 in

Hence, the committee

favor of integrated public school*.

The Aoxei Smith

Fund which had helped sustain the black school since 1815, became part
of the general school fund.
Some white Bostonians mocked the integration victory.
ber, 1855, The Boston Gazette

a working-man's paper,

,

In Septem-

sneered:

The public schools are now fairly reopened, under the mock liberal act of
the last legislature.
The Juvenile
colored population are rushing into
some of them in manifold flocks. At
the West end.
the schools present
the appearance of a 'stirred pudding'
with here and there a huckleberry.^
.

.

The Irish Boston Pilot charged that school integration was enacted by
the Know-No things to insult Catholics, but added that "They cannot

annoy us so."

’"'he

editor doubted that integration would succeed because

of the "de p .:~~>ugnance to anything like social intercourse with the

blacks

.

.

School integration began in a hopeful

But the Pilot was wrong.
atmosphere.

In September, 1855, black pupils peacefully entered the

formerly all white district schools.

Although a few white children were

withdrawn from the schools in protest, no violent acts were perpetrated.

iocc
I

51

The Boston Gazette, September 15, 1855.

52

The Boston Pilot, October 6, 1855.

.

,
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One Bostonian observed of integration:

For the first time in our

history the two races studied together."

And a black leader happily

noted that "the sun, moon and stars are regular in
their courses!

No

orb has proved so eccentric as to shoot madly from
its sphere in consequence, and the State House on Beacon Hill, and old
Faneuill Hall,

remain as firm on their bases as cvsr
Blacks made definite progress in the new system of integrated
schools.

School attendance became compulsory for all children between

the ages of seven and fourteen.

Between 1850 and 1870, the proportion

of black children living in "Nigger Hill" age five to sixteen attending

school increased from 75 per cent in 1850 to 91 per cent in 1870.

In

1860, black students were attending Boston's high schools. 54

The success of integration in Boston revealed a new sense of

community.

Many whites had long supported the black's claim to equal

school rights.

Others became sympathetic as they viewed with outrage

blacks being returned to slavery under the aegis Oi the Fugitive Slave
Law of 1850.

As intersectional strife heightened, many white Bostonians

The elections

could no longer endure the guilt of prejudice and racism.
of 1854 brought into politics men who preferred close

cooperation be-

tween native blacks and whites to domination by aliens and immigrants.
But much of the credit for the new public sentiment must be given to

5

Brayley, Arthur, Schools and School Boys of Old 3ostcn
August 17, 31, 1655.
p. <*o? The Lioerator

,

Boston, 1894,

,
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militant black leaders and abolitionists, who, for over twenty- five
years, kept the cause of equal rights before the public mind.

While

racially integrated public schools helped to reduce the traditional
anti-black prejudices, they could not completely eliminate the stigma

attached to social intercourse between the races.

But by 1860, blacks

and whites in Massachusetts had made a giant step in establishing the

principle of equality before the law.

CHAPTER VII
CONCLUSION

Antebellum Massachusetts was not only the leading
state in establishing free public schools, but was also

a

center for liberal intel-

lectuals, abolitionists, writers and their humanistic
causes and crusades.

Many towns and cities in the state provided protection and com-

fort to blacks in flight from slavery, and both private citizens
and

public officials offered resistance to the enforcement provisions of
the fugitive slave acts.

However, this study reveals the paradox of a

dependent black caste living in a state and a nation supposedly committed to equality.

From the early years of the Bay Colony to the eve of

the Civil War, blacks were denied equal educational opportunities, and

their general advancement was crippled by racial segregation touching

nearly all aspects of their lives.
Slavery in Massachusetts and other New England colonies was tem-

pered by several regional conditions.

Although the early leaders of

the Bay Colony were against the practice of bond slavery, most slaves

and their offspring were considered and treated as perpetual bondsmen.

Slaves were considered the property of their owners, yet they enjoyed
some of the same rights as free persons.

They were often forced to

attend their master's church and to adhere to its strict moral code.

Puritans earnestly pursued the conversion of their slaves, and the

anility to reau the nibie was deemed neces^aiy ioi
the faith.

tj.ue

adherence to

Thus many slaves received formal literacy training by

their masters, and some were allowed to work in industries whete they

gained valuable skills.

But there was no consistent policy of pro-
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v^-ding instruction to slaves nor was there a ban on teaching them.

The

common schools were closed to slaves and free blacks during the colonial period.

Although there was a small group of free blacks in the colony during the seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries, most Bay State

blacks were freed by the state Constitution of 1780.

That document

made no distinction between citizens on the basis of race or color.
Indeed, Article One declares that "All men are born free and equal, and

have certain natural, essential and inalienable rights..."

Thus free

blacks and escaped slaves emigrated to the state expecting freedom and
equal opportunity.

However, blacks were segregated in schools, churches,

hotels, theaters, lyceums, trains, and interracial marriage was actually

banned by the legislature until 1843.

Segregation stemmed from the

white' belief in black inferiority and the powerlessness and dependency

of blacks themselves.

Hence, most blacks remained on the periphery of

white institutions, powerless, dependent and unprotected.

Racial dis-

crir.iination retarded the social, economic and political advancement or

blacks.

Confronting such discrimination in the social institutions of white
and
society, blacks were forced to establish their own institutions

associations.

In most large towns blacks set up their own churches,

lodges and societies.

These organizations served the social and poli-

group unity.
tical needs of blacks and maintained a degree of

experience
provided some blacks an opportunity to gain valuable

They

m

minutes and accounts,
modern forms of administration— the keeping of
the techniques of propathe handling of records and correspondence,
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ganda and diplomacy.

In this way they served as a means of informal

professional training for a small cadre of black
leaders.

But these

separate black institutions fell short of meeting the
complete needs
or

tiie

black community because they lacked the economic and
political

power to protect blacks from white racism.
After 1780, the educational opportunities of blacks were expanded,

but no consistent policy was followed throughout the state.

local

school committees were empowered to use their own judgement in assign-

ing pupils to their district schools.

Thus in most towns a few black

children were admitted to the public schools, but they often suffered
from teacher neglect and peer insults.

In Boston, Salem, Nantucket

and Worcester, black children were denied admission to the public

schools and forced to attend separate black primary and grammar
schools of an inferior quality.

These schools were established as a

result of the anti-black prejudice of white parents who were opposed to
sending

the-i-i

children to the same schools with blacks.

Black paic

in the beginning, welcomed the separate schools which offered the same

instruction as the public schools without the racist insults from
teachers and white pupils.

But these schools generally lacked adequate

physical arrangements and were constantly in need of repair.

The

quality of instruction was often poor and tended to adjust blacks to
second class citizenship.

Hence, many black parents became disillu-

sioned with separate schools, and kept their children home because of
the social stigma attached to the "colored" school, and because they

doubted the utility of the education such schools offered.
paraoox of
The rise of Jim Crow in Massachusetts demonstrates the
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northern segregation.

In cities where blacks were more heavily
concen-

trated, separate black schools of an inferior quality
were established

and maintained until the 1840's and 50's; but in towns
containing a

small black population, black children were admitted to the
public

schools without incident.

Thus where there was a greater need for in-

stitutional protection and guidance, blacks faced the severest discrimination.

School committees in some of the larger cities pointed to the

size of their black school age population as one reason for maintaining

separate schools.

However, they saw no contradiction in concurrently

permitting the children of Irish and other immigrants, more numerous
them blacks, to enter public schools.

Thus, they acquiesced to the pre-

vailing racist attitudes in the community.

From 1780 to 1860, black leaders refused to acquiesce to a degraded
status and persistently pressured local and state officials for equal
rights.

Although many held their positions because of segregation,

most black leaders rejected separatism as a long range solution tc the
race problem.

They consistently denounced the schemes of colonization-

ists, and fought for equal citizenship in America.

By 1830, Eoston blacks, organized under the banner of the Massachu-

setts General Colored Association, began to protest segregated schools.

They organized black parents in a campaign for desegregation which in-

volved petitions, boycotts and litigations.

Abolitionists, led by

William Lloyd Garrison, joined the black cause in the early 1830's.
Among this group of white allies were David and Lydia Child, Wendell
Phillips, Edmund Jackson, Henry

I.

Bowditcn and Charles W. Slack, who

of the white
used their positions in society and their understanding

237

power structure to forward the cause of blacks.

Although white aboli-

tionists were not completely free of prejudice themselves and often

debated the wisdom of social intercourse with blacks, they consistently

supported the black’s claim to full citizenship.
This interracial alliance, using specific objectives, gradually

chipped away the legal props of segregation in Massachusetts.

Ey 1844,

they had forced the repeal of the state law against interracial marriage and pressured the railroads to abolish the Jim Crow car.

From

1845 to 1855, militant blacks and abolitionists concentrated their ef-

forts toward abolishing the separate black schools in Boston.

But in

this phase of the campaign, they confronted a stubborn school committee

which refused to desegregate city schools despite several petitions from
black parents and mounting evidence that racially integrated schools

were operating successfully throughout the rest of the state.

The cam-

paign for desegregation was also stalled by resistance from black
separatists who fought to preserve the Smith School

wicxi a bi&cic

teach-

er.

By 1847, only Boston maintained a caste school and denied blacks

admission to public schools.

In both Salem and Nantucket, the school

committee voted to desegregate city schools in the wake of protests
defending the
frcn blacks and abolitionists supported by legal opinions

right of blacks to attend public schools.

In Worcester, desegregation

without signifiwas achieved gradually by order of the school committee

cant cressure from blacks.

Desegregation was achieved much earlier in

small number of black school
the above towns probably because of their
in district schools without
age children who could easily be placed
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overcrowding.
The campaign to achieve racially integrated
schools in Boston took

fifteen years of black and white agitation.

The School Committee

retusea to honor petitions from blacks and consistently
argued that
Boston's large black population necessitated separate schools.

They

feared that integration would cause disruptions in the schools and reduce the quality of schooling for all.

The committee viewed militant

black leaders and abolitionists as troublemakers who lacked the support
of most Boston blacks.

Hence, they continued to segregate black and

white students until the spring of 1855 when a legislative act outlawed segregated public schools.
The campaign for equal school rights in Boston demonstrates the

necessity of commitment.

During the struggle, blacks sacrificed time,

money and even the use of the public schools to reach their goal.

White

abolitionists were often denounced as hypocrites and lunatics, and were
sometimes attacked by anyry white nous.

But boon miiitani. oiacxs ana

abolitionists refused to give up the cause.

As the campaign dipped

into one lull after another, they found a new issue to keep the cause

before the public eye.

Thus, the Equal School Rights Movement illus-

trates the importance of arousing the "public mind"

Governments

.

usually move slowly on matters of social reform due to pressures from

conflicting interest groups.
is public opinion.

The great catalysis for government action

Through boycotts, public meetings and petitions,
I

blacks demonstrated their commitment.

Abolitionists

,

using their news-

paper, The Liberator, and a statewide organization, also kept the
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integration movement before the public.
The history of Judge Shaw's opinion in the Roberts Case demon-

strates how the American judicial system was swayed by national racial

traditions to condone state enforced segregation.

Both Shaw and later

judges who used his arguments thought the law protected the powers of

government more than the rights of the people.

In the Brown v. Topeka

case in 1954, Justice Thurgood Marshall argued that the original sup-

porters of the due process clause of the Fourteenth Amendment intended
it to protect the equal civil rights of individuals against the powers

of governments.

The Warren Court, however, considering the existing

equal educational facilities, decided that the original intentions of

legislators in enacting such safeguards could not be determined, and
the court must decide the question in light of contemporary standards.

Thus the Warren Court accepted the original argument of Boston blacks

that separate schools were inherently unequal.
Furthermore, this study illustrates the reluctance of mainstream

nineteenth century educational reformers to merge their objectives with
the black school rights movement.

Horace Mann, as Secretary of the

Massachusetts Board of Education, remained aloof from the Equal School
Fights Movement.

As the pioneer of the free public school system,

schools, although
Mann refused to publicly advocate racially integrated
cause.
he was personally sympathetic to the black

He feared that an

his common school
alliance with blacks would jeopardize support for

cause.

Wendell Phillips and
Thus he aroused the wrath of abolitionists

at least embarrassing, if
William Lloyd Garrison who "seemed intent on

not actually harassing Mann.
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By 1854, public opinion in Massachusetts was more favorable toward

racially integrated schools.

The success of integration in all towns

save Boston, had reduced the fears of many whites that integration would

destroy one public scnools.

But the most significant catalysis to the

cnanged sentiment was the mounting intersectional conflict intensified
by the Fugitive Slave Law of 1850.

As slave catchers pursued black

fugitives throughout the state, more and more whites joined the aboli-

tionists in denouncing the "Slaveocracy" and advocating justice and
equal rights for free blacks.

Thus in November, 1854, an overwhelming

majority of Bay State voters supported a Know-Nothing-Free Soil ticket

which promised to reduce the influence of immigrants in politics by
merging the interest of white and black native Americans in

a

reform

movement which included equal school rights for all regardless of race
or color.
As the new legislature assumed its duties in Boston, the leaders

of chc Luuai School kignus Movement circulated their final statewide

petition for racially integrated public schools.

By March, 1855, they

presented the document, containing 1,469 signatures, to the sympathetic
to ai;
lawmakers who quickly passed a bill opening the public schools

of servitude.
children regardless of race, color, or previous conditions

into law, thus abolishOn April 28, 1955, the Governor signed the bill

ing Boston's separate school.

APPENDIX A

MASSACHUSETTS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
AN ACT FOR SUPPRESSING ROGUES,
VAGABONDS, & C.
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AN ACT FOR SUPPRESSING ROGUES, VAGABONDS,

& C.

March 26, 1788

The last section of which enacts:
gro,

"No person being an African or ne-

other than a subject of the emperor of Morocco, or

a

citizen of

some one of the United States, to be evidenced by a certificate
from
the secretary of the State of which he shall be a citizen, shall
tarry

within this Commonwealth for a longer time than two months, and upon
complaint made to any justice of the peace within this Commonwealth
that any such person has been within the same more than two months, the

said justice shall order the said person to depart out of this Common-

wealth, and in case that the said African or negro shall not depart as
aforesaid, any justice of the peace within this Commonwealth, upon com-

plaint and proof made that such person has continued within this Commonwealth ten days after notice given him or her to depart as aforesaid,
shall commit the said person to any house of correction within the
county, there to be Kept to hard labor agreeably to the rules and

orders of the said house, until the session of the Peace next to be

holden within and for the said county; and the master of the said house
of correction is hereby required and directed to transmit an attested

copy of the warrant of commitment to the said court on the first day
of their said session, and if upon trial at said court it shall be

made to appear that the said person has thus continued within this

Commonwealth contrary to the tenor of this act, he or she shall be

whipped not exceeding ten stripes, and ordered to depart out cf

'-his

Commonwealth within ten days; and if he or she shall not so depart,

"
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the same process shall be had, and punishment inflicted, and so toties

quoties.

Source:

Hurd, John, The Law of Freedom and Bondage
York, 185S, I, p. 31.

,

2

vols., New
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A NOTICE TO FREE BLACKS
FROM OTHER STATES AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES
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TO DEPART FROM THE STATE BY
OCTOBER 10, 1800

,

.
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CHARLES BULFINCH DECREE

September 16, 1800

NOTICE TO BLACKS

The Officers of Police having made return to the Subscriber of the

names of the following persons, who are Africans or Negroes, not subjects of the Emperor of Morocco nor citizens of the United States, the
same are hereby warned and directed to depart out of this Commonwealth

before the 10th day of October next, as they would avoid the pains and

penalties of the law in that case provided, which was passed by the
Legislature, March 26, 1788.
CHARLES BULFINCH

Superintendent
By order and direction of the Selectmen.

OF PORTSMOUTH.

Eliza Cotton,

Prince Patterson,
Flora Nash.
RHODE ISLAND.

Phillis Nichols,
Plato Alderson,
Jack Jeffers,
Julius Holden,
Cuffy Buffum,
Hagar Blackburn,
Polly Gardner,
Philis Taylor.

Thomas Nichols and
Hannah Champlin,
Raney Scott,
Thomas Gardner
Violet Freeman,
Sylvia Gardner,
Dolly Peach,
Sally Alexander,
PROVIDENCE.

Dinah Miller,
Rhode Allen,
Richard Freeman,
Nancy Gardner,

Silvia Hendrick,
Nancy Hall,'
Elizabeth Freeman,
Margaret Harrison.

,

,

.

,,

,
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CONNECTICUT.

Birstol Morandy,
Scipio Kent,
Phoebe Seamore
Jack Billings.

John Cooper,
Margaret Russell,
Phoebe Johnson.

NEW LONDON.
John Denny,
Hannah Burdine.

Thomas Burdine

NEW YORK.
Sally Evens,
Caesar West and
Thomas Peterson,
Henry Sanderson,
Robert Willet,
Mary Atkins,
Amey Spalding,
Rebecca Johnson,
Prince Kilsbury,
Joseph Hicks,
Elizabeth Francis,
William Williams,
David' Dove
Peter Bayle,
Katy Bostick,
Margaret Bean,
Samuel Benjamin,
Primus Hutchinson.

Sally Freeman,
Hannah West,
Thomas San ton,
Henry Wilson,
Edward Cole
Polly Brown,
John Johnson,
George Homes,
Abraham Fitch,
Abraham Francis,
Sally Williams,
Rachel Pewinck,
Esther Dove
Thomas Bostick,
Prince Haynes,
Nancy Hamik,
Peggy Ocamum,

PHILADELPHIA.
Richard Allen,
Samuel Posey,
Prince Wales,
Peter Gust,
Butterfield Scotland,
Cuffy Cummings,
Sally Gardner,
Samuel Stevens.

Mary Smith,
Simon Jeffers,
Peter Francies,
Elizabeth Branch,
William Brown,
Clarissa Scotland,
John Gardner,
Fortune Gorden,
BALTIMORE

Peter Larkin and
Stepney Johnson,

Jenny Larkin,
Anne Melville.

,

,
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VIRGINIA.

James Scott,
Jane Jackson,
Oliver Nash,
Thomas Thompson.

John Evens,
Cuffey Cook,
Robert Woodson,

NORTH CAROLINA.
James Jurden,
Janus Crage.

Polly Johnson,

SOUTH CAROLINA.

Anthony George

Peter Cane.
HALIFAX.

Catherine Gould,
Cato Small,
Richard M'Coy.

Charlotte Gould,
Philis Cole,

WEST INDIES.
James Morfut and
Nary Davis,
Feter Lewis,
Peter Hendrick,
Nary Shoppo,
John Pearce,
. cuer Branch,
Rosanna Symonds,
Lewis Victor,
John Laco,
Peter Jesemy,
David Bartlet,
Joseph Lewis,
John Harrison,
Boston Alexander.

Hannah, his wife,
George Powell,
Charles Sharp,
William Shoppo and
Isaac Johnson,
Charles Esings,
Newell Symonds,
Peter George,
Lewis Sylvester,
Thomas Foster,
Rebecca Jesemy,
Thomas Grant,
Hamet Lewis
Mary Brown,

CAPE FRANCOIS.
Nancy, his wife,

Casme Francois and
Mary Fraceway.

nJA

wiiiJw

•

Susannah Ross.

PORT AU PRINCE.
John Short.

.

,
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JAMAICA.

Charlotte Morris,

John Robinson.
BERMUDA.

Thomas Williams.

NEW PROVIDENCE.

Henry Taylor.
LIVERPOOL.

John Mumford.
AFRICA.

Francis Thompson,
Mary Joseph,
Samuel Bean,
Calo Gardner,
Sophia Mitchel,
Samuel Blackburn,
Joseph Ocamum.

John Brown,
James Mel vile,
Hamlet Ear]
Charles Mitchel,
Samuel Frazier,
Timothy Philips,

FRANCE.

Joseph
ISLE OF FRANCE.

Joseph Lovering.

LIST OF INDIANS AND MULATTOES
The following persons from several of the United States, being

people of color, commonly called Mulattoes, are presumed to come within the intention of the same law; and are accordingly warned and

directed to depart out of the Commonwealth before the 10th day of
October

r.cxt.

RHODE ISLAND.

Peter Badger
Waley Green,

Kelurah Allen,
Silvia Babcock.

,

,

,

,

,

,
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PROVIDENCE.

Polly Adams,

Paul Jones.

CONNECTICUT.

John Brown,
John Way and
Peter Virgina,
Lucinda Orange,
Britton Doras,
Frank Francies.

Polly Holland,
Nancy Way,
Leville Steward,
Anna Sprague
Amos Willis,

NEW LONDON.
Hannah Potter.
NEW YORK.

Jacob and Nelly
Cummings
John Schumagger,
Peggy Willouby,
Mary Reading,
John Miles,
Betsy Harris,
Susannah Foster,
Mary Thompson,
Lucy Giapcior.,
Eliza Williams,
Caesar end Sylvia Caton-Thompson,
William Guin,

James and Rebecca
Smith,
Judith Chew,
Thomas Willouby,
John Reading,
Charles Brown,
Hannah Williams,
Duglas Brown,
Thomas Burros
James and Free love
Buck
Lucy Lewis
Diana Bayle.

ALBANY.

Abijah Reed and
Abijah Reed, Jr.
Betsy Reed.

Elor.e Virginia,

Lydia Reed,
Rebecca Reed and

NEW JERSEY.
Hannah Victor.

Stephen Boadley,
PHILADELPHIA.

Polly Boadley,
Hannah Murray,
Nancy Principe so,
George Jackson,
Moses Long.

James Long,
Jeremiah Green,
David Johnson
William Coak,

:

.

,

MARYLAND.

Nancy Gust.
BALTIMORE
John Clark,

Sally Johnson.

VIRGINIA.

Sally Hacker,
John Johnson,
Anthony Paine,
William Hacker,
Betsy Guin,

Richard
Thomas Steward,
Mary Burk,
Polly Losours,
Lucy Brown.
AFRICA.

Nancy Doras.

Source

Moore, George H.

Massachusetts

,

Notes on the History of Slavery in
New York, D. Appleton, 1866, pp. 231-236.
,
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SEPARATE BLACK SCHOOLS IN ANTEBELLUM MASSACHUSETTS

Name of School

Location

Date
Opened

Date
Closed

Boston
African School

Prince Hall's
home

1798

1806

African Grammar
School

African Meeting
House, Belknap St.

1808

1855

African Primary
School

African Meeting
House, Belknap St.

1822

1855

African Primary
School

Robison's Alley,
North End

1822

1822 and
re-opened
1845-1855

African Primary
School

In the Black
Neighborhood

1807

1823

Salem

African Writing
School

II

1826

1827

African Grammar
School

II

1827

1844

1833

1843

Nantucket
African School

?

re-opened
1844-1846

Worcester
African Primary
School

Center School
District

1832

1854

African Grammar
School

Source:

Levy, Leonard W. and Jones, Douglas L.
Boston, New York, 1974, pp. 247-260.

(editors), Jim Crow_ in

APPENDIX D

MASSACHUSETTS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
PERSONAL LIBERTY LAV7S 1843 AND 1855
,
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AN ACT FURTHER TO PROTECT PERSONAL LIBERTY.
Sec.

No judge or justice to take cognizance of any
case under act

1.

cf congress, Feb. 12, 1793.

No Sheriff or other officer shall

2.

arrest, or detain, or aid in arresting or detaining in any
public

building belonging to the Commonwealth, any person claimed as a fugitive slave.
sum, & C.

,

3.

Any justice,

or be imprisoned,

& C.

violating this act, to forfeit a

,

& C.

AN ACT TO PROTECT THE RIGHTS AND LIBERTIES

OF THE PEOPLE OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

Sec.

All the provisions of the Act further to protect,

1.

1843)',

& C.

(of

shall apply to the act of Congress of Sept. 18, 1850, relating

to fugitives from labor.

2.

that every person imprisoned,

The 111th Ch. of R. S. declared to mean
& C.

,

is entitled to the writ of habeas

corpus, except in the cases mentioned in the second section of that

chapter.

What courts may issue the writ.

3.

On demand of either

4.

party, a trial by jury shall be ordered, if from return it shall appear

that the person detained is claimed as a fugitive from service in

another State.
in writing.

5.

Jury how summoned.

6.

Claimants to make statement

Burden of proof to be on claimant.

7.

Declares that any

whe shall remove any person being in the peace of the Commonwealth,
•’v/ho

'claim,'
is not 'held to service or labor' by the 'party' making

whose
or who has not 'escaped' from the 'party' making 'claim,' or

'service or labor' is not 'due

5

to the 'party' making 'claim,' within

:
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the meaning of those words in the
Constitution of the United States, on

the pretence that such person" is so
held and has escaped, shall be

punished by the fine and imprisonment.

Persons sustaining the in-

8.

jury above specified may sustain action for
damages.

No person

9.

holding any office under the State may issue warrant
or process, or
grant certificate, under the laws of Congress of 1793
and 1850.

Penalty by loss of office and future disqualification.

11.

10.

Attorney

for claimants of fugitives disqualified from acting thereafter
as

counsel or attorney in

the-

State courts.

The preceding two sec-

12.

tions not to apply to removal from judicial office, but the performance
of the actions therein specified shall be sufficient for impeachment,
as violation of good behavior.

13.

No person qualified to issue warrant

and certificate, in virtue of office under the United States, may at the
same time hold office under the State.

14.

Judicial officers who con-

tinue to hold office of U. S. Commissioner deemed to violate good

behavior, ana made liaoie to removal.
& C.

,

lb.

Stave orncers, snernts,

declared punishable by fine and imprisonment for arresting per-

sons claimed as fugitives.
in seizing,

& C.

16.

The volunteer militia forbidden to act

and declared punishable in like manner.

,

17.

The

Governor to appoint county commissioners to defend persons claimed as
fugitives.

18.

To be paid by the State.

used for the detention of persons claimed.
apply to these cases.

from justice.

Source

22.

21.

19.
20.

State jails not to be

Habeas-corpus laws to

Act declared not applicable to fugitives

Inconsistent acts repealed.

Law of Freedom and Bondage
Hurd, John C.
1858, vol. I, pp. 30-33.
,

(2

vols.). New York,

APPENDIX E
A LIST OF SALEM'S PUBLIC SCHOOLS
IN 1836, INCLUDING NAMES OF
INSTRUCTORS, ANNUAL SALARIES, LOCATION,
AND TYPE OF BUILDING
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APPENDIX F

BRANCH OF THE UNITED STATES LEAGUE OF GILEADITES.
ADOPTED JANUARY 15, 1851,
WRITTEN AND RECOMMENDED BY
JOHN BROWN IN SPRINGFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS.
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VJORDS OF ADVICE

Branch of the United States League of Gileadites
Adopted January 15, 1851, as written
and recommended by John Brown.
"Union is Strength."

Nothing so charms the American people as personal bravery.

The

trial for life of one bold, and to some extent, successful man, for

defending his rights in good earnest, would arouse more sympathy
throughout the nation than the accumulated wrongs and sufferings of
more than three millions of our submissive colored population.

We need

not mention the Greeks struggling against the oppressive Turks, the
Poles against Russia, nor the Hungarians against Austria and Russia

combined, to prove this.

No jury can be found in the Northern states

that would convict a man for defending his rights to the last extremity.

the

This is well understood by Southern Congressmen, who insist that

ngnt

or trial oy jury snould not oe granted to a refugee.

Colored

people have more fast friends amongst the whites than they suppose, and
would have ten times the number they now have were they but half as
much in earnest to accure their dearest rights as they are to ape the
follies and extravagance of their white neighbors, and to indulge in
idle show

,

in ease, and in luxury.

Just think of the money expended by

individuals in your behalf in the past twenty years.

Think of the num-

account.
ber who have been mobbed and imprisoned on your

you seen the Branded Hand?
Torrey?

Have any of

Do you remember the names of Lovejoy and

260

Should one of your number be arrested, you must collect
together
as quickly as possible, so as to outnumber your
adversaries who are

taxing an active part against you.
t-he

Let no able-bodied man appear on

ground unequipped, or with his weapons exposed to view; let that

be understood beforehand.

Your plans must be known only to yourself,

and with the understanding that all traitors must die, whenever caught
and proven to be guilty.

"Whosoever is fearful or afraid, let him

return and part early from Mount Gilead"
Deut. xx chap., 8 verse).

(Judges, vii chap.

3

verse;

Give all cowards an opportunity to show it

on condition of holding their peace.

Do not delay one moment after you

are ready; you will lose all your resolution if you do.

Let the first

blow be the signal for all to engage, and when engaged do not do your
work by halves; but make clean work with your enemies, and be sure you
meddle not with any others.

By going about your business quietly, you

will get the job disposed of before the number that an uproar would
brii.j together can collect;

and you will have the advantage of those

who come out against you, for they will be wholly unprepared with

either equipments or matured plans; all with them will be confusion and
terror.

Your enemies will be slow to attack you after you have done

up the work nicely; and, if they should, they will have to encounter

your white friends, as well as you, for you may safely calculate on a

division of the whites, and by that means get to an honorable parley.
that you
Be firm, determined and cool; but let it be understood
an awful dear
are not to be driven to desperation without making it

job to others as well as you.

Give them to know distinctly that those

and that you are as
who live in wooden houses should not throw fire,

261

able to suffer as your white neighbors.

After effecting a rescue, if

you are assailed, go into the houses of your most prominent and influenwhite friends with your wives, and that will effectually fasten

upon them the suspicion of being connected with you, and will compel

them to make a common cause with you, whether they would otherwise live
up to their profession or not.

This would leave them no choice in the

Some would doubtless prove themselves true of their own

matter.

choice; others would flinch.

words.

That would be taking them at their own

You may make a tumult in the court room where a trial is going

on by burning gunpowder freely in paper packages, if you cannot think
of any better way to create a momentary alarm, and might possible give

one or more of your enemies a hoist.

But in such case the prisoner

will need to take the hint at once and bestir himself; and so should
his friends improve the opportunity for a general rush.
A lasso might possibly be applied to a slave catcher for once with

good effect.

Hold on to your weapons, and never be persuaded to leave

them, part with them, or have them taken away from you.

Stand by one

another, and by your friends, while a drop of blood remains; and be

hanged, if you must, but tell no tales out of school.
sion.

.

.

Make no confes-

.

Union is strength.

Without some well digested arrangements nothing

demand be never so
to any good purpose is likely to be done, let the
44

^

xii

I'lC*

v*hen

preparations beforehand
no well defined plan of operations or suitable
by the means proposed;
The desired end may be effectually secured
right.
namely, the enjoyment of our inalienable

262

AGREEMENT

As citizens of the United States of America,
trusting in a just

and merciful God, whose spirit and all-powerful aid we
humbly implore,
we will ever be true to the flag of our beloved country,
always acting

under it.

We whose names are hereunto affixed do constitute ourselves

of the United States League of Gileadites.

^

That we will pro-

vide ourselves at once with suitable implements, and will aid those who
do not possess the means, if any such are disposed to join us.

We

invite every colored person whose heart is engaged in the performance
of our business, whether male or female, old or young.

The duty of the

aged, infirm and young members of the League shall be to give constant

notice to all members in case of an attack upon any of our people.

We

agree to have no officers except a treasurer and secretary pro

and

tern ,

after some trial of courage and talent of able-bodied members shall

enable us to elect officers from those who shall have rendered the most

important services.

Nothing but wisdom and undaunted courage, effic-

iency and general good conduct shall in any way influence us in electing
our officers.

RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED JAN. 15, 1851

1.

Resolved, That we whose names are affixed do constitute ourselves a

Branch of the United States League, under the above name.
2.

with the
Resolved, That all business of this Branch be conducted

provide oursexves
utmost quiet and good order; that we individually
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with suitable implements without delay; and that we will
sufficiently
aid those who do not possess the means if any such are disposed
to

join us.
3.

Resolved, That a committee of one or more discreet, influential men

appointed to collect the names of all colored persons whose heart is

engaged for the performance of our business, whether male or female,

whether old or young.
4.

Resolved, That the appropriate part of all aged, infirm, female or

youthful members of this Branch is to give instant notice to all other
members of any attack upon the rights of our people, first informing
all able-bodied men of this League or Branch, and next, all well known

friends of the colored people; and that this information be confined to

such alone, that there may be as little excitement as possible and no
noise in the so doing.
7.
5.

Resolved, That a committee of one or more discreet persons be

appointed to ascertain the condition of colored p___ :r.o in regard tc
their conduct in any emergency.
6.

Resolved, That no other officer than a treasurer, with a president

and secretary pro

tern ,

be appointed by this Branch until after some

trial of the courage and talents of able-bodied members shall enable
a

majority of the members to elect their officers from those who shall

have rendered the most important services.
whose spirit
Resolved, That trusting- in a just and -merciful God,
most cheerfully and
and all-powerful aid we humbly implore, we will
chosen as before; and
heartily support and obey such officers, when

efficiency and general
that nothing but wisdom, undaunted courage,
our individual votes
good conduct shall in any degree influence

m
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case of such election.
8.

Resolved, That a meeting of all members of this Branch shall be

immediately called for the purpose of electing officers
by ballot) after the fir&L

i.u«c

v.j.iai

(to be

chosen

been made of the qualifica-

tions of individual members for such command; as before mentioned.
9.

Resolved, That as citizens of the United States of America we will

ever be true to the Flag of our beloved country, always acting under
it.

Source;

John Brown
Ruchames, Louis (editor)
Universal Library, 1969, pp. 84-87.
,

,

New York, Grosset's
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TO THE PRIMARY SCHOOL COMMITTEE OF THE CITY OF BOSTON:

The undersigned colored

’

‘

of Boston

c

,

parents and guardians

of children now attending the exclusive Primary Schools for colored

children in this City/ respectfully represent;

— that

the establishment

of exclusive schools for our children is a great injury to us, and

deprives us of those equal privileges and advantages in the public
schools to which we are entitled as citizens.

These separate schools

cost more and do less for the children than other schools, since all

experience teaches that where a small and despised class are shut out
from the common benefit of any public institutions of learning and

confined to separate schools, few or none interest themselves about the
schools

— neglect

ensues, abuses creep in, the standard of scholarship

degenerates, and the teachers and the scholars are soon considered and
of course become an inferior class.

But to say nothing of any other reasons for this change, it is

sufficient to say that the establishment of separate schools for our
children is believed to be unlawful, and it is felt to be if not in
intention, in fact, insulting.

If, as seems to be admitted, you are

violating our rights, we simply ask you to cease doing so.
We therefore earnestly request that such exclusive schools be

abolished, and that our children be allowed to attend the Primary
live.
Schools established in the respective Districts in which we

(Signed)

GEORGE PUTNAM,
And Eighty- five others.

:
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In Primary School Committee, June 15, ie46

Source

Levy, Leonard W. and Jones, Douglas L.
New York, Da Capo Press, 1974, p. 2.
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PETITION OF THE COLORED PEOPLE:
To the School Committee of the City of Boston.

Gentlemen --We the undersigned, Parents of children, Guardians and
:

,

citizens of Boston, constitute a portion of the community who

are excluded from the privilege of common School instruction for those

children who are identified with us in complexion, in the various districts where we reside.

A number among us have more than once made

application to members of your Honorable Board for the admission of
our children to the District Schools, but are refused, on the ground

that there is an "exclusive School" for Colored children to which there
is no objection.

To this School, every intelligent person among us

are ready to bear a direct testimony in opposition.

reasons why we are opposed to it, are these:

— It

Among some of the

is a great inconven-

ience on account of the scattered state of our residences

obstacle in the way of common rights

— It

— It

is an

secures to the child of the

Foreigner a privilege that is denied to the native Bostonian

— It

holds

up a barrier against a portion of the people, "solely on account of

color", and encourages the worst of influences in the community.

no other place, in this Commonwealth, do we find

"

In

exclusive Schools"

meet
in existence; all children in the respective cities and towns

together at the several places for School instruction.

The results,

experiment in this
you are well aware, are not unfavorable to a similar
City.
In relation to the present Teacher

(Mr.

we have not the slightest dissatisfaction.

Wellington) in that School,
We do not hold him resp on-

-
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— ble

for the thin attendance or lack of interest
in the studies of the

pupils.

We consider him fully competent and able under
ordinary cir-

cumstances to give the highest tone of character to a Public
School.

His

case finds not a precedent in the State— having charge of a
number of

pupils who feel that indignation against the injustice which consigns
them to that School or none

would happily do.

,

it is impossible for him to succeed as he

These pupils are every day witnesses to the agitation

among their parents and guardians relative to the School.

A great num-

ber among us have withdrawn our children from the School, and have

pledged ourselves never to countenance or encourage such a system of
partiality and injustice.
In regard to the recommendation of a colored

main,

as Principal in

that School, we hail the circumstance an attempt to quiet our efforts

against its dissolution.

We do, therefore, regard with suspicion

cind

as

unworthy of confidence, any individual who is identified with us, that

will suffer himself co be a tool to suit the wishes of those who are

opposed to the full enjoyment of our rights.
As all good citizens should, we ask to be placed in possession of

common rights

.

Open the doors of our District Schools and let in those

who are "hungering and thirsting" for instruction.

We ask you to

ABOLISH THE SMITH SCHOOL, and erect on its site, if need there be for
more Schools, a School free to all the children who reside nearest to
it.

And as it is our duty and our right, we will ever pray.

Signed by Jonas W. Clark and 201 others.
Boston, July, 1849

:

Source

Levy, Leonard W. and Jones, Douglas, Jim Crow
New York, Da Capo Press, 1974, pp. 84-85.
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A SYNOPSIS OF THE FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW

Section

1.

—

Samuel May

United States Commissioners "authorized and required to

exercise and discharge all the powers and duties conferred by this
act."

Section

2.

Commissioners for the Territories to be appointed by the

Superior Court of the same.
Section

3.

United States Circuit Courts, and Superior Courts of Terri-

tories, required to enlarge the number of Commissioners, "with a view
to afford reasonable facilities to reclaim fugitives from labor,"

Section

4.

& c.

Commissioners put on the same footing with Judges of the

United States Courts, with regard to enforcing the Law and its penalties.

Section

5.

United States Marshals and Deputy Marshals, who may refuse

to act under the Law, to be fined one thousand dollars, to the use of

the claimant.

If the fugitive escape from the custody of a Marshal,

the Marshal to be liable for his full value.

Commissioners authorized

posse comitatus
to appoint special officers, and to call out the

Section

6.

attorney,
The claimant of any fugitive slave, or his

,

& c.

may

by procuring a warrant
pursue and reclaim such fugitive person," either
and arresting such
from some Judge or Commissioner, "or by seizing

process"; to take such
fugitive, where the same can be done without
"whose duty it shall be to
fugitive before such Judge or Commissioner,

claimant in a summary manner,"
heal and determine the case of such

a..J,

prisoner, to grant a certificate to
if satisfied of the identity of the
or
fugitive person back to the State
said Claimant to "remove such

"
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Territory from whence he or she may have escaped
"—using "such reason,

able force or restraint as may be necessary
under the circumstances of
the case."

"in no trial or hearing under this act shall the
testimony

or such alleged fugitive be admitted in evidence."

All molestation of

the claimant, in the removal of his slave, "by any process
issued by

any court, judge, magistrate, or other person whomsoever," prohibited.

Section

7.

Any person obstructing the arrest of a fugitive, or attempt-

ing his or her rescue, or aiding him or her to escape, or harboring and

concealing a fugitive, knowing him to be such, shall be subject to a
fine of not exceeding one thousand dollars, and to be imprisoned not

exceeding six months, and shall also "forfeit and pay the sum of one
thousand dollars for each fugitive so lost."

Section

8.

Marshals, deputies, clerks and special officers to receive

usual fees; commissioners to receive ten dollars, if fugitive is given
up to claimant; otherwise, five dollars; to be paid by claimant.

Section

b.

If claimant make affidavit that he fears a rescue of such

fugitive from his possession, the officer making the arrest to retain

him in custody, and "to remove him to the State whence he fled."

officer "to employ so many persons as he may seem necessary."

Said

All,

while so employed, to be paid out of the Treasury of the United
States.

Section 10.

This section provides an additional and wholly distinct

method for the capture of

a fugitive;

and, it may be added, one of the

of a
loosest and most extraordinary that ever appeared on the pages

statute book.

has
Any person, from who one held to service or labor
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escaped, upon making "satisfactory proof" of such escape before
any

court of record, or judge thereof in vacation,

—a

record of matters

so proved shall be made by such court, or judge, and also a descrip-

tion of the person escaping, "with such convenient certainty as may
be";

—a

copy of which record, duly attested, "being exhibited to any

Judge, Commissioner, or other officer authorized,"

— shall

be held and

taken to be full and conclusive evidence of the fact of escape, and
that the service or labor of the person escaping is due to the party
in such record mentioned"; when, on satisfactory proof of identity,
"he or she shall be delivered up to the claimant."

"Provided, that

nothing herein contained shall be construed as requiring the production
of a transcript of such record as evidence as aforesaid; but in its

absence, the claim shall be heard and determined upon other satisfac-

tory proofs competent in law."

Source:

Samuel May, The Fugitive Slave Law and Its Victims (New York:
Books for Libraries Press, 1970), pp. 3-4.
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and
Fifty-Five

AN ACT
In Amendment of "An Act concerning Public Schools," passed

March 24, 1845.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General

Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1

Sect. 1.

In determining the qualifications of scholars to be

2

admitted into any public school or any district school in this

3

Commonwealth, no distinction shall be made on account of the race,

4

color, or religious opinions of the applicant or scuuiar.

1

Sect.

2.

Any child who, on account of his race, color, or

2

religious opinions, shall be excluded from any public or district

3

school in this Commonwealth, for admission to which he may be

4

otherwise qualified, shall recover damages therefore, in an action

5

of tort, to be brought in the name of said child, by his guardian

6

the
or next friend, in any court of competent jurisdiction to try
saiue,

1

against the city or town by which such school is supported.

Sect.

3.

In filing interrogations for discovery in any such

278

2

action, the plaintiff may examine any member of the school

3

committee, or any other officer of the defendant city or town,

4

in the same manner as if he were a party to the suit.

1

Sect. 4.

Every person belonging to the school committee,

2

under whose rules or direction any child shall be excluded

3

from such school, and every teacher of any such school, shall,

4

on application by the parent or guardian of any such child,

5

state in writing the grounds and reasons of such exclusion.

Source:

Levy, Leonard W. and Jones, Douglas L.
New York, Da Capo Press, pp. 261-262.
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